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CHAPTER I. 

'* Here is the subscription list for the little 
school, sent for Caroline to add her name — I 
do hope she will send them five guineas at 
i least — I should not be sorry if it were ten, as I 
think it would make Hamet Maitland ashamed 
of herself." 

Such were the words addressed by Mrs. 
Elphinstone to her liege lord, who had been 
engaged with the newspaper at the time when 
the servant entered with the subscription book, 
i and Was despatched hy his lady to seek her 
daughter, who was walking oti the lawn. 

Mr. Elphinstone took the book from the 
hands of his wife, and looking over the few 
names already entered, observed^ '' I see, my 
dear, that our good old neighbour, Lady Han- 
9s well, begins by giving this young lady's scheme 
3" three guineas, after which follow about ten 
* persons who give one guinea e^cVv — ^^^^N^^-^V^t^ 
of tithi and all are persons o^ ?i\. X^^'sX ^^"^ 
rank with ourselves ; l\ieTe?ot^ \ ^^^ ^^^ ^"^ 
reason why CaroVine sV\o\i\d sXe^ oxxVoS. <^^>^^ 
fier predecessors \mvQ»\n a Ttv^vx^wex i^x?^^^^^^^ 



4 SELF-DKlTlAL. 

especially as the present charity only calls ^or; 
little assistance yearly." 

*• See no reason ! my doar Mr. Elphinstonc^ 
did not I tell you myself, above a week sinc^^ 
what very ill-natured remarks were made 1^>^"' 
Harriet Maitland about the dear girl's dres^* 
and also the clothes she gave to Dame Wate^-' 
ford — did she not say ^ Caroline Elphinstone 
never parted with a {guinea till she had looked 
at it twice ?' and tiiat ' she was certain Caro- 
line and her maid Iiad made every thing she 
ye lit to the widow and her children, in order 
that a little money might go a long way ?"' 

*' The remarks were very unhandsome in Har* 
riet JMailland," said Mr. Elphinstone, " never* 
thelcss they were very true." 

" True ! true ! do you call them ? a more ge* 
nerous, noble spirit than Caroline's does not ex- 
ist. Out of her paltry, little allowance, she 
gives more away, does more good in a quiet 
way — but it is no us(3 to talk about it, if her own 
father takes against her, poor lamb." 

Mr. Elphinstone could have smiled, but tears 
of anger and afTection stood in the beautiful 
eyes of her whom the intercourse of twenty 
years had not deprived of her first power over 
his heart — he took her hand with great tender- 
ness, saying, 

'* My dear Gertrude, our child is indeed all 
you say, and more — like yourself, she is gene- 
rous by nature, (almost to a fault,") but my les- 
sons and her own good sense Vvang v^.vjk^x'Wt 
ihe necessity of denying Vier owu Vve^xX \Xvei \Ti- 
^uJgence of even amiable proYieu^WAe^, ^V^ 
^wjc interfere y/\th hTMitsevetex Aw^ves. \?kv>2 
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V>pmion, Caroline can afford the censures which 
% thoughtless, silly girl, like Harriet Maitland, 
may in her ignorance fulminate ; but it would 
be surely derogatory in her to disturb the quiet 
tenor of her way, by suffering them to influence 
her conduct." 

^' I differ from you entirely, my dear ; I would 
make her ashamed of herself^ I would let -her 
see that Miss Elphinstone had both the meanSt 
and the hearty to" — Mrs. Elphinstone checked 
herself, for the light foot of her daughter at 
that moment stepped through the door which 
opened from the lawn ; and seeing the little 
^ book in question lying on the table^ where 
an ink^tandish usually stood, she instantly 
i Wrote her name, with one guinea attached 
to it. 

*' One guinea — only ime ;" said the mother, 
takibg up the book, with marks of evident dis- 
a;)pointment. 

'* That is quite sufficient, inarnma, for the pur- 
pose ; and you know the children who are to go 
to the school in consequence of this additional 
supply, must have shoes, bonnets, and gowns, 
so that all I can spare will be demanded — I will 
see Sally Bradbury about it directly, her little 
flock are in a sad ragg(^d condition ^ 1 <>m afraid." 

'* I will send Johnson to see after them ; but, 
pray do alter this 071c into three at least : or Har- 
riet Maitland Will say that — " 

** Harriet hiust say and think what she 

pleases ; I shall certa\i\\y ivo\. ^t^V \o >3i\\jw\«^ 

praise by doing a fooV\s\\ \\\\t\^^ wox \tw^H^^ '«>^' 

thing which would \ead \o tercv^xV ox ^\w 

»ion, her sister Lucy n so Ae^x vo Ta^% '^^ 

A '1 
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his time so deeply interesting, that I am quit 
billing to be one of Harriet's many objects o 

satire, provided I may go io peace to visit he 

poor sister." 

** Hist yoii tcerp. voxed, Caroline; I am sur 



veil ntre very unerv." 



** '{ l:;il is a wee k since, mamma — it was ver 
foi)r;>li in me, 1 confe.vs ; but I am not yet ar 
rived at llie age of wis^iUii), which is all th< 
excuse I can oJi'er for allowing my mind to b< 
riifilcd by sucli slij;lit causes/* 

As Caroline spoke the last words, she lookec 
in her father's face with somewhat of a depre 
catinfT air, for he had remained perfectly silent— 
the full approbation she read in his calm ye 
smiling countenance re-asi.nred her, and sh< 
rang the bell, and gave the book to the servant 
without further comment. 

Poor Mrs. Elphinstone, on the contrary, a; 
peared perplexed and sorrowful — she believe 
that she had a right to be augry, and that 
some way the offending party ought to be \ 
Dished, but was at the present moment desir< 
of transferring both the anger and the pun" 
ment to her husband and her daughter. ^' 
had no notion," she observed, " of allo\ 
people to insult you, and calumniate you 
impunity ; she did not pretend to be a ca? 
nor to make * the worse appear the bettej 
son,' but she had a sense of justice ind 
imprinted on her mind, and it taught 1 
resist unmerited injury, and defeat male 
purpose, '^ 
'*But Harriet lias no sucVi ^wip« 
merely say9 severe thiogs to r»AW «i *w 
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* 

person, or awaken admiration of her talents in 
another-— 'tis a cruel, T had almost said an un- 
christian amusement, but many young persons 
are subject to it, and perhaps I should have been 
among the number^ if I had not been taught bet- 
ter — poor Harriet has no mother, you know." 

^' But she has an excellent sister, five years 
older than herself, from whose example" — 

Mrs. Elphinstonc's exordium was cut short by 
the entrance unannounced of the subject of their 
discussion. She was a fine showy girl of eigh- 
teen, with the character of vivacity and the glow 
of health on her countenance ; but both were a 
little overcast on her entrance, for she came to 
speak of a sister far advanced in consumption. 

*• Oh ! Caroline, we have all had such a sur- 
prise—do you know, poor Everett left Madras 
when he had only been there a month, in conse- 
quence of a letter from my father, telling him 
that Lucy was ordered to Devonshire ; and ac- 
tually arrived last night." 

*' I am very glad of it ; I hope his arrival will 
be a great comfort to your sister." 

^' Certainly ! but it has made her much worse 
for the present ; the nurse says she never had so 
bad a night — she is now a little better, and im- 
patient to see you ; she says she shall regain 
composure only with you, and it is quite certain 
no one does her half so much good, so I am come 
in the garden chair, and hope Mr. and Mrs. El- 
phinstone will spare yoii to return with me — is 
that your pictave which Vvaug&Xi'S \!aeiiv^^^^^^Ni2 
mamma's ?" 

"No! it is my father's s\s^.eT,^2iiLC5i^Yft^^ 
^^ a girl~l never sat for mj ^\z\sxt%P 
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" And if I were you I never m 
least I would not hang it near D 
istone's, that people might not exc 

; a falling off is there.' '' 

i This compliment had some efi'e 

ing the determination then form 

[ breast of Mrs. Elphinsione, to p 

j gagement for her daughter ; and thi 

j seeing her power, managed to carr 

for as she had the faculty of heii 
her remarks, so had she that of ap 
the Wounds. Mrs. Elphinstone, 
fact, had heen more hurt by the ti 

i by the youhg lady of herself, ihi 

termed the falsehoods spoken of 1 
but it better suited her feelings t 
the latter than the former. Befor 
people departed, she had conclu 
repeater had exaggerated both, a 
with great truth, " that it was a 
ever to mention the idle opinions oi 
occasionally gave of another — in 
case could any good afisc, whei 
wound might be inflicted that mi^ 

] the heart for years, destroying all 

I that ought to arise from kindly 

; friendly intercourse." 

i •' Very true, my dear — there i 

passing through the world either aj 

hearers, in p6ace and good fellow 

practising self-denial. It will be 

I fear, be fate Harriet w\\\ leavtv \? 

tue. But From Mrs. Barnard, vj\\' 

detractions, one might have e^t^ 

consideration — however, \v «^ay 
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lation and mine, that our dear child showed 
^ more of it than is usually met with at seven- 
, teen." 

I Mrs. Elphinstone rang the bell, and ordered 

i the carriage for a drive — she perfectly agreed 

t with her husband ; but of all other yirtues^ 

self-denial was the one with which she was 

least conversant, and of all other topics^ it was 

the last on which she wished her '* bosom's 

j lord'^ to descant ; therefore the sooner she left 

him to his present train of reflections the better. 
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CHAPTER II. 

When Mr. Elphinstone married his l 

Vas considered the most beautiful girl c 

that had ever been seen in the West F 

Yorkshire. She was descended from 

cient and highly respectable family, \vl 

frequently made noble alliances ; and a: 

of nature to her person was second< 

fashionable education, elegant and s 

manners, and an excellent temper, iMr. 

worth, her father, was perhaps not too s 

in his expectations, when he predicted 

fair daughter would marry better 'thai 

her progenitors, although he remember 

regret that she must be a portionless br 

It did not, however, happen that any 

yond that of a baronet (and lie was 

young nor rich) swelled the train of xh 

beauty, for the younger sons of grea 

can rarely afford to please themselves, 

telder did not fall in her way. 

. When therefore her neighbour, yo 

phinstone^ returned from his travels, a 

gant figure, with much more grace ant 

of manners, and far more information 

derstanding, than any of her admirers, 

der that her heart should make its elect 

adhere to it with the pcrlinacVxy o? ^u 

t/ijJd, not less than the fondtvcss o^ 

^oman. The unh\e m'lshcd cViat^iciex 

estate, atid equality of faiu'iAy c\a\r 
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own, rendered it impossible for Mr. Ravens* 
worth to deny his daughter to Mr. Elphinstone ; 
and the generous settlement he made on his 
darling, on the trust of a dower, which might 
or might not be made by the father's will, 
taught him to conclude he could not have 
disposed of her better. 

Mr. Ravens worth had one son, who had 
passed his minority at the time of his sister's 
marriage, and from the manner in which he 
commenced his career, it was evident that the 
breaches said to be made in the family estates 
would never be repaired by his hands. 

The Ravensworths were all hospitable to pro- 
fusion, negligent to imbecility, and so utterly 
regardless of that adage which says, ^ a stitch 
in time saves nine,' that no instance couM be 
recorded, wherein their legal thread bad ever 
been ready at the moment when it was required 
to heal the dilapidations made by their extrava- 
gance. Had either of Mr. Elphinstone's parents 
lived at the time when he first became ena- 
moured of the young beauty, it is probable that 
they would have sought to divert him from an 
alliance with a family whose conduct they could 
not approve ; but both were gone— and, as the 
eldest of his house, he had neither the benefit 
nor the trouble of an adviser. He was himself 
under twenty-five, an ardent, impassioned lover, 
proud of carrying the prize from many compe- 
titors, and grateful to the hand which bestowed 
it. All thoughts of money he des^V^^d^ ?L^d 
for the future he could i\o\. \i^ vx^^'a^^'S •» '^'^'^ "^"^"^ 
had paid his sister's fortune, ^Xi^ V^s\.^^^^^^^ 
tiand worthWy, and he \\<vd seX\\c^ V\^ ^^'''^' 
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beyond his expectations — his estate was ample^ 
and though entailed on the male heir, was in 
such a state of improvement, as to justify a li- 
beral expenditure. Rarely can human exist- 
ence furnish a prospect of more felicity than the 
outset of such a li^. 

The young bride had some taste, and some 
caprice ; and as she had the power of indulging 
them, it was soon found that both ' did grow 
e'en by the meat they fed on,' so that even in 
the first year of his marriage, the character of 
Mr. Elphinstone's mind assumed somewhat of 
a reflective, and almost pensive character. His 
tenderness increased, and his pleasure in be- 
coming the father of a lovely boy not only 
atoned for his petty fears and vexations, but 
induced him to believe, that the cares of a mo- 
ther would soon render his adored Gertrud 
all that she should be. Like other men, 1 
accustomed himself to think that his youi 
and pliant wife would soon cease to be eccentr 
in her desires, and expensive in her habits ; b 
like them, he found that youth and pliability * 
not necessarily go together, and that good tr 
per, in the common acceptation of the w 
does not preclude an obstinate adherence tc 
wishes, and a determinate blindness to c( 
quences. 

The third year after his marriage witn( 
the extreme embarrassment of his brothe 
law, who had lately become the husbanc' 
most amiable woman — Mr. Ravenswort^ 
self was so ill at this period, t\\vxl \X ^^ 
A/© to speak with him on busmess •, ^.n 
'f was well known that he xvewVvex > 
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couldy assist a son, whose early follies he had 
nourished till thoy became profligacies he repro- 
bated. 

Under these circumstances Mr. Elphinstonc 
was applied to for the loan of a largo sum of 
money, which it appeared probable might be 
soon repaid^ and which alone could save the 
borrower from disgrace and ruin. His wife 
doated oi) her brother^ possessed all the acute 
feeling which belongs to family pride, and was 
moreover again on the eve of becoming a mo- 
ther — ^her tears were irresistible, and the moucy 
was advanced. 

Scarcely was this relief accomplished, when, 
an election taking place in a neighbouring town, 
Charles Ravensworth determined on becoming 
& candidate, on the principle of being saved 
from further arrests. The vexation arising to 
his father from this folly, brought on a J^t of 
gout, which, united to previous sufferings, 
caused his death ; and possession of the estate 
only induced the infatuated son to pursue the 
honour in question more determinately. The 
election was contested, and at an immense ex- 
pense Charles was returned; but in galloping 
home to inform his wife of his success, was 
thrown from his horse, and killed on the spot, 
leaving a widow with one son — an estate deeply 
mortgaged — the debt due to Mr. Elphinstone 
not only uncancelled, but legally unacknow- 
ledged, so that the money was for ever lost« 

The sudden deaths of V\et fi^xVet ^w^^ix^'^^^ 
had a great effect upon tY\e Vv^^)^\\\ ^^ ^^^•'^- 
phinstoue, and the fond Yius\i^.ua. \^^^. ^^?^ 
other care in that of proVAiB^^Q^^^^ ^^^ 

B 
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ChaDge of scene being recommeoded, he i 
her, first to London, and then to Bath ; aa 
the latter place, she recovered so far that it 
thought adviseable to fix there for some tii 
and Mr. Elphinstone, having taken a house 
his lady, proceeded homewards, where the 
fairs of her family called imperiously for his 
tention. 

Whilst Mr. Elphinstone was inspecting 
will of his father-in-law, in which there wai 
other mention of his daughter than an ear 
recommendation to his son *^ to do the bes 
could for her, seeing she had hitherto had 
thing,'' and was turning from this to arrang 
the best possible manner the affairs of the wi 
and her orphan, or hanging with maternal 
clerness over the cradles of his own fair but 
licate little boys; the mother unhappily was ^ 
differently employed. Continually engage 
some active pursuit at home, of improvenM 
parties, &c. she had unfortunately sought in 
new abode a stimulant in cards, at that tii 
crying female sin in the upper circles of soci 
and being alike ignorant of play, and of 
players by whom she was surrounded, bee 
in a short time so terribly involved, that she 
nearly doubled the loss suffered by her brot 
and which she in the first instance flattered 
self she should repay to her husband. 

Most happily Mr. Elphinstone, urged bj 

affections, lost no time in returning to B 

but the ^' little month" oi \ua «L>a^^ii^^ V? 

most destroyed the fevered itvime o^\v\^V 

^^f agitated wife, not less tVv^tv ei«:vo 

purse of her husband, and svxb^^^^^^ "^ 
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minded and generous spirit to a thousand mor- 
tifications. We cannot enter on the sorrowful 
explanations^ the bitter tears, the melting for- 
giveness, nor the strict honour displayed by th« 
husband — 'tis enough to say, that ' a frost, a 
chilling frosty' hung for years over their cir- 
Cttmstances ; but that so far as unceasing kind- 
ness and unreproachiug oblivion could keep it 
from affecting the blameable party, it was unfelt.' 
Indeed a very short time sufficed for the sorroW 
of Mrs. Elphinstone as to money matters,- if one 
might judge from the manner in which she kept 
op appearances, but she was successively doom- 
^ to lose her three sons. 

The children of women in their teens, we 
believe, are very subject to find early graves^ 
whether from a lack of stamina in their consti- 
tations, or a want of those cares very young 
mothers forget to supply, we kndw not. In her 
twenty-jfirst year she became the mother of Ca- 
roline, who proved her last, to the great grief of 
the father, who had naturally hoped to leave his 
estate to a child of his own, more especially as 
his brother continued unmarried. 

The pleasure afforded to him by the educa- 
tion of his daughter atoned ta him for this dis- 
appointment, and although he could not fail 
io feel somewhat uneasy on her account, know- 
ing that her fortune would be utterly dispro- 
portionate to the style in which she now lived, 
he yet, at the period when our history com- 
mences, might be deemed a Vva^^^ xsv^w^ \st V^ 
hved bis wife with aW t\ie ietNowx ol ^^xVj ^^%.^- 
tion, and in the remembtatice, vWx.v^V^x^sv^'' 
Bttractive hours sho had uw^it , ^^^ ^ t«v^^o» 
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ceased to feel for him the most exclusive per- 
sonal regard, forgot that she had a fault. He 
knew iier propensities, he watched her conduct, 
and whenever she went heyond bounds, he 
sought by personal priration, or prudent acti- 
vity in the management of his land, to supply 
the chusm sbe iiad made in his regular expen- 
diture. To conceal her mother's errors from 
the eyes of his daughter, yet to guard that 
daughter from such errors and their conse- 
quences, was the grand business of his life ; 
and next to it was that of guarding with the 
most scrupulous delicacy his own words and 
actions, lost they should awaken any remem- 
brance which might give pain to her, still gazed 
on with admiration, still loved with tenderness* 

This mode of conduct had of late become 
the more necessary for Mrs. Elphinstone, be- 
cause she had for the first time in her life begun 
to reflect on the past, and consider for the 
future, and from the time when her daughter 
had attained the age when she herself was 
married, these habits of thought had increased. 
They led her to the belief that she had been ill 
used in being left dowerless by her father and 
her brother, and by a parity of reason, that she 
ought to be extremely thankful to the generous 
husband who had provided for her to the ut- 
most of his power. Still she was partial as 
ever to the domains and name of Ravenswortfai 
and she loved her nephew better than any thing 
oa cnrthf save her daughter — there were times^ 
indeed, when, considering Vvita ^s \)ckft ^^^ 

P^esentative df her own bouae^ «\i» mv^X 

said to give him the preference. 
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Of course, thus thinking, the great wish ot 
tier heart was to effect a marriage between the 
parties; a wish In which the widowed Mrs. 
Ravensworth most fully concurred, not less 
from a sense of justice, than from the most 
(entire esteem and affection which she felt for 
Caroline, who was her god-daughter, and bore 
her name. The wishes of the ladies were fre- 
quently mentioned, during the childhood of the 
parties, to Mr. Elphinstone ; but he always an- 
swered by an assurance *'that if the children 
knew their intention, they would learn to dis- 
like each other," and that *' if they adopted 
any means to promote such an end, he would 
himself thwart them ;" each therefore agreed 
to let the matter take its own course, although 
both desired it too earnestly to be wholly inert 
when circumstances favoured their wishes. 

Of the youth himself it might be truly said, 

'* Not his the form, nor his the eye, 
That youthful maiden woot to fly ;'^ 

for the fine form and gallant bearing, for which 
his ancestors had been celebrated, seemed con- 
centrated in his person ; and his face, in his days 
of boyhood, strikingly resembled that of his 
beautiful aunt. Like her, too, he was good- 
tempered, careless, but open-he£trted and inge- 
riooiis. Averse to study, bat devoted to field 
sports, di a very early a^je \\^ Vi^c.ws!i^ Wx^-^ "wA 
athletic, and the charge o? eSevsiwv^cj ^^^^^^ ^^"^i;- 
ed to mingle in the pTa\*^ ^\Ne^ v^Vx^s. t«5v^ 

beauty. He had much pcxsotL^ ^^"'^'^'^IX? 

Wite power of menla\ cot\\.ew\:\ou— V^^^^^^ 



tbei light than argue, aod might be led by asf 
one wlio would lake the pains to pervert him. 

By strict ecoiioniy on the part of Mrs. Ravens- 
worth, aided by tlio good counsel of Mr. EU 
pbjnstone, during the long minority of CharleSj 
bis estates were not only cleared, but a consi- 
derable sum of ready money was amassed, with 
which he niiglit begin life as a dashing fashion- 
ist, or an honest man ; for tho claims of his 
father's creditors, more especially those of bis 
uncle Eljiliinstonc, had been explained to him 
by his moiJier from the time he had been able 
to understand titem. It was probable that Mr. 
EJpJiJnstone wailed to see in what manner the 
principles of tills young man would operate, 
before he gave his sanction to any extraordina- 
ry intimacy ; for without appearing to deny ac- 
cess to his cousin, he had yet, for the last three 
years, suHVred Caroline to see little of Charles, 
who was at tliis time at Oxford. That little, 
however, furnished food for thought, and drew 
her mind back to the time when all the sweetest 
pleasures of her life were connected with cousin 
Charles, and there never was a period in which 
his truly amiable mother had been so dear to 

Having thus introduced the little circle with 
whom we request our reader lo become acquaint- 
ed, we shall proceed to follow our young heroine 
to the dressing-room of Lucy Maitland. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Wren Caroline entered the apartment of her 
friend, she found her in that state of feverish 
impatience so often experienced by the afflicted, 
for she was waiting to pour out the full tide of 
her love and gratitude into a heart she consi- 
dered capable of fully appreciating every noble 
action and generous emotion. " Yes ! he left 
every thing for me," she exclaimed, " fame, for- 
tune, honour — thank God, at the moment he 
came away there was no immediate call upon 
him, but my father says there is a rumour of 
war, in which case he must return as quickly as 
he came. I trust another month of warm wea- 
ther will soon restore me, that I may accompany 
him, and the voyage may perfect my recovery." 
Caroline had been too kind a neighbour to 
the afflicted poor on her father's estate, not to 
know the utter impossibility of Lucy's recovery, 
and often had she wished to administer to her 
friend the same species of consolation in reli- 
gious exercises and christian hopes, with which 
she had frequently cheered the bed of death in 
the bumble cottage. The consciousness, that 
the new claimant on her affections would neces- 
sarily divert the mind of Lucy still further from 
due consideration of the only haven in which 
she could anchor, and embiUet ^\^ ^\9»:^'^^v^- 
ment which awaited her, afieclefii C»^x<^v^^ ^'v- 
ceediaely, and it was with gce^\. fiXS^^^^^^^-^ "^^ 
she re/rained from expresiius V^x U^Xvwj? ^^ 
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her fears — the tears that rushed into her eyes 
probably told the invalid, better than words 
could do, what was passing in the heart of her 
young friend, for she suddenly laid her hectic 
cheek upon her pillow, and murmured a feeble 
prayer. 

In a few minutes Captain Everett entered 
the room, bringing in his hand the first spring 
violets he could find, and which he had been 
seeking according to Lucy's directions. He 
was a fine-looking young man of about four- 
and-tWenty, with a high forehead, on which 
* hyacinthine locks hung clustering' on a brow 
of pure smooth white, while the lower part of 
his face was deeply embrowned by the sun of 
the climate he had so lately quitted. Of his 
features Caroline took little notice, but their 
expression she thought unequalled in gentleness 
and tenderness, and she could not for a moment 
wonder that Lucy forgot her long illness, her 
continued fever, her attenuated form, and clung 
to the little of life which remained, when it was 
to be shared by one so kind and amiable, so like 
her o\Vn beloved father. 

During the live-long day the stranger equally 
liaerited the first impression he had given. Other 1 
inhabitants of the house visited the chamber, and 
disappeared — the father was too much afifected, 
and was unable to suppress his feelings, and 
the lively Harriet, in her short-lived fits of zeal, 
overturned bottles, spilled gruel, and was oblig- 
ed to dismiss herself — but the soldier remained* 
With his heart wrung to the cote, WxtiVXvck^L 
strajr many an unbidden leaT,Vve sWW coviXXtixi^ 
^^ read her wants in her eyes — ^ivUcav^X^ ^*? 
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every wish, and sinking alike past habits and 
general characteristics, became, by the trans- 
forming hand of love, the patient attendant, the 
skilful nursci the active assistant, the suitable 
companion. 

If the exhausted patient sought repose, there 
was perfect silence in the room, and a sympa- 
thetic glance between the friend and the lover^ 
told each all that was necessary. When she 
revived and entreated conversation, Everett had 
anecdotes of his voyage, descriptions of the new 
world into which he had been ushered, to give 
her, of the most amusing kind — or, if these were 
too exhilarating, he would read, in a low but 
finely modulated voice, some favourite poem, 
•r serious essay. If the languid patient re- 
quired moving, his strong but gentle grasp ef- 
fected her wishes in a moment, and if pain and 
uneasiness extorted an irritable complaint, it 
was heard with the same tender pity that cha- 
racterized his every look and word, whilst the 
language of gratitude was received with unut- 
terable love, and the suffocating emotion of 
grief, that could scarcely be endured. 

Lucy pressed Caroline so urgently to come 
soon again, that she freely promised, and day 
after day saw her partake the same melancholy 
scene, and witness the same unchanging con- 
stancy of kindness. She perceived, however, 
with melancholy satisfaction, that Lucy ceased 
to speak of recovering, and that the New Tes- 
tament, and a small volume entitled '^ A Word 
to the Afflicted," superseded all other works ; 
and one evening, wheu« Viw c.^Tm%'&\i^vw^\^% 
Captaia Evierett had gon^ do^xi \o ^^i» ^^^^ '^^ 
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Lucy took occasion, as Caroline stooped to kis^ 
her forehead, lo whisper thus, *' My dear Carc^^ 
line, farewell — be comforted with knowing tbai^ 
[ am not deceived in my situation, and that 7 
am ready to obey the call of my Heavenly Fa- 
ther — but I cannot talk of parting — I dare not 
disturb the tranquillity of my own mind, nor 
awaken the sorrows of his — you understand me, 
Caroline — pray for me, my love, that I may 
continue thus to the end, and when I am gone, 
I beseech you be the comforter of poor Eve- 
rett.'^ 

It is impossible to paint the deeply affecting 
emotions which penetrated the heart of Caro- 
line as Lucy pronounced these words — her tears 
feel in despite of herself, and her heart throbbed 
almost audibly. Yet she would not allow her- 
self to disturb the holy tranquillity of one whom 
she deemed almost an angel, and whose self- 
control and resignation she held as an exam- 
ple, it was her duty and privilege to treasure so 
long as she lived. In low accents she murmur- 
ed, " you havR my prayers, dear Lucy, and" 
— what more she might have said, was cut short 
by the return of Captain Everett, who took her 
hand to lead her to her carriage. 

Whether the evident agitation in which she? 
was at this moment excited the pity of Captain 
Everett, or his own heart was awakened to new 
fears by the increased weakness of Lucy, she 
JrneiF sot; but there was a certain something in 
the soothing tenderness of x\\ft iew vjoy^^V^ ^^- 
dressed to her, that wouwded \\eT i^^Y\xv^?.,^^^^> 
the only moment when she Yooke^ xovjvc^^Vv 
wro fouod him gazing upon \\ev, vjWYv ^xv^i^\^v 
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sion of admiration which offended and grieved 
her. At such a moment, when her own mind 
'was commercing with the skies,' when the in- 
visible world seemed open before her, for the 
admission of one so long and fondly beloved as 
Lucy, it was painful to be withdrawn by any 
common incident from a contemplation of such 
deep and holy interest — much more by the 
thought, that one whom she esteemed as a bro- 
ther, and had hitherto considered as an epitome 
of human excellence, could for a moment forget 
his holy constancy, his deep sorrow for that dear 
object so long and fervently beloved. 

As nb human being could be more devoid of 
personal vanity than Caroline, and as she had 
all the sense of high and romantic love which 
belongs to the pure heart and imaginative mind 
of seventeen, when it has never mixed with the 
world, she could not therefore make allowance 
for the deep though temporary interest her own 
beauty and sorrow might excite, for she now 
thought only of Lucy, and the awful path she 
was about to tread, and so far as she had thought 
of the lover, she had earnestly desired that he 
might speedily be re-united, even by death itself, 
with her to whom he was so entirely devoted. 
To have these cherished notions disturbed, af- 
flicted her so much, that she earnestly sought to 
dispel the remembrance of that slight pressure 
jof the hand, that more than pitying tone of the 
voice, which troubled her, and she wisely sought 
io effect this, by lifting n^ Vve^ \ve^\\.*\w\.\'«^«^ 
for that dear suflerer, on w\\ose wv^^^j n\\V\^^^^ 
pow dwelt with all thai ion^ etv>L\v>\s\^'5»^ ^' 
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ing nature have wound themselves around the 
heart — before cares for this world have super- 
ledcd cares for the next, that the pure flame of 
devotion ascends to heaven ' unmixed with 
baser matter.' The young, even in the morn- 
ing of life, and in the enjoyment of what may 
be considered its happiest days, do not find it so 
difficult to resign existence as those who are 
boand by its affections, and even enthralled by 
iti troubles ; and therefore, whilst Caroline ex- 
alted the character of Lucy into one of angelic 
excellence, worthy the idolatry of her affianced 
lover, she yet could not properly estimate the 
straggles of a fond woman clinging with all the 
veakness of her nature to those around her, and 
trembling, even in her hour of hope, for the 
awful futurity before her, because it was that of 
lepvatioQ, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

On the following morning, at her daugt 
earnest request, Mrs. Elphinstone accomps 
Caroline to Mr. Maitland's house, but as 
riet described her sister as decidedly won 
her own great relief, she was not invited t 
the patient. 

For the first time Captain Everett was r 
his post, and Lucy lay extended on her o 
japparently at rest, and free from fever, fo 
(cheek was colourless as the cap which si 
it. Her full, brilliant eyes emitted their 
beams of pleasure when Caroline approa 
and she proceeded to inform her " that sh 
persuaded dear Mervyn Everett to accoir 
her father in a little airing, partly becaus 
really felt better, and partly because sh< 
somethiug of importance to say to hery 

These words were not uttered without 
culty, but as the last were spoken, the ii 
by a look desired her attendant to with 
The poor woman, who was an old servant 
family, and much attached to her young 
tress, seemed unwilling to obey the comi 
and bent her steps to the door with reluct 
observing to Caroline that a single word ^ 
recall her. 

"Dear Caroline," said Liuc^ , ^'' ^^^"8^^ 
truly; do you love Charles lR-^Net\^^o\' 
js so said in the neighbourVvood,>ov>t^^ 
/V from your own mou\Vi V 
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^' Love my cousin Charles — to be sure t do.'^ 
^' Oh ! no, I anji sure you do not — that is^ yod 
I not love him as I love, or have loved, my 
ervyn ; ask your own heart, and answer mei 
ily — but that you will do, if — 
Lucy's eagerness of speech was too much for 
r strength, she was seized with a violent fit of 
ughing, and the nurse returned into the room 
d assisted Caroline to raise her ; when this was 
er, she desired to be laid down — complained 
It no one was there who could help her, and 
eager glances to the window indicated her 
ih for Everett's return — happily he came al- 
ist on the instant, and Caroline herself ran to 
I him. He answered to that call without even 
iking towards her, and flying to the sofa on 
ich Lucy was laid, inquired ^^ what he could 
for her ?" the reply was too faint to be heard^ 
t her eyes moved rapidly from him to Caro- 
e, then glanced fondly towards her father, but 
ally fixed on her lover, on whom she was still 
idly gazing, when one deep-drawn sigh gave 
nal that she was gone for ever. 
Those around believed that she had swooned, 
t the wiser attendant knew too well that it 
s death, and was also aware that her patient 
] been sensible that the change was at hand» 
i that although in her last moments she 
ihed to behold those so dear, yet that she 
1 purposely sent her father and lover out, tar 
ire them from witnessing \ieY ^^^^\V\\^* 
3r the sorrows that follo^ved cotvn\OC\<^\i ^1 
fatal truth, we must draw a veW — ^Ocv^^^ ^"^^ 
but know, from experience, tVvaV ^o ^w w.- 
^ prepared for a change oi xVv\s w^Vax^ vs 
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those we love, but that death takes us by sur- 
prise at last, and, for a time, overwhelms us 
with sorrow. We know then, though we knew 
not before, that we have been expecting mira- 
cles to be wrought in our favour, and are pre- 
cipitated from hope without foundation, into 
sorrow for which no preparation had prepared 
us. 

What might be the affliction of the father, 
who, in thus losing his eldest daughter, the 
comfort of his age, seemed doomed to the sor- 
rows of a second widowhood, we know not — 
nor can we tell how poignant might be the grief 
of Harriet, who was probably subject to those 
extremes of feeling common to buoyant spirits. 
Still less can we portray the sorrow of that maiH 
ly heart, which so eminently united the sensibi- 
lity of the softer sex with the loftiest qualities 
and most endearing virtues of his own. — No ; 
we can only say, that when Lucy was committed 
to the cold earth, her lover embarked in the first 
vessel that sailed for India, and her father and 
sister set out for Paris. Caroline remained, 
pensive and dejected, unequal to enjoying the 
pleasures which early summer was now spread* 
ing around their sweet abode and beautiful 
neighbourhood, and more willing to listen to 
her father's gentle reasonings, than exhilarate 
him by that playful converse which was wont to 
be his delight. 
Meantimef all the ihoM^VvXa oi Vet xtwjiCttsix 
ff^ere turned on one sub^ecX. 3wtv^ ^w ^ 
^anJ, and on its twentieth day CWtX^^^^^^^^* 
^orth would be of age-— SucYv d«.^^ ^«^}^ ^ 
"^-rr galmm of the hiaVio»l im^otxaxve^ xii > 
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Ravenswonh annals. That of her brother took 
place before she was ten years old, yet she well 
remembered every particular of the entertain- 
ment, and she had heard sufficient of the details 
attending the celebration of her father and 
grandfather's majority^ to be aware wherein 
they were managed with propriety, and in what 
particulars modern usages might render a new 
fite more splendid and effective. She observed 
that there could not be a finer season of the 
year for a fHe champitre, always the most de- 
sirable mode of entertainment for an extensive 
tenantry, and that the exertion of a little taste 
in the arrangement of their tables and dancing 
booths, could not fail to give great effect at Ra^ 
vensworth, on account of the magnificent ave- 
nue of elms by which the house was approach- 
ed, and the various clumps of trees with which 
the park was decorated. 
Caroline was extremely partial to drawing, in 
^ which her father had always encouraged her, 
< [' considering that delightful art peculiarly desira- 
^ ble to a resident io the country ; but he had ra- 
, ther wished her to obtain a facility in sketching 
natural objects, than affect that finish which be- 
longs to the professor. Of late, solitary walks 
and books had been her sole employment, if we 
except those works of charity towards which 
she now applied with double diligence, to supply 
the place of that departed friend whose matu- 
rer mind had been wont to take the lead, — As 
these ¥rere not pressing in sv\«\ii\eT, s\\^ '^^^^ 
retimed her pencil, at, her molhet^s \\\^Vv^^''^^^y^i 
^m^goon became most afrTecaWv e,mv^^>^^^ '*^'^ 
iiSose beautiful c/eviccs a fine taslo ^xxAn^xW^w 
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jation suggested ; and rides or walks to ] 
msworth^ which was only four miles disti 
stored her bloom, and somewhat diverted 
.ejection. 

Mr. Elphinstone could not be sorry for ] 
circumstance which relieved the mind of 
daughter, and at the same time gave her 
opportunity of checking the expenses her i 
ther seemed determined to encounter, with 
opposing her will ; for Caroline found it v 
possible to substitute the cheap riches of nati 
in its foliage and flowers, for the expens 
draperies and awnings which now filled 
head of her mother. In the management 
this affair, unfortunately Mrs. Eiphinst 
claimed a right to act paramount to the mot 
herself. She continually used the terms ** 
nephew,'' exclusively ; and, •* we who are 
vensworths must do so and so, to which the 
do wed Mrs. Ravensworth, who was of a 
nature and subdued spirit, conscious also of 
obligation to Mr. Elphinstone, was wo 
assent, though not without a sigh; so f 
the present instance Mrs. Elphinstone r 
supreme. 

If thu was a period of exultation to tl 
it was one of proportionate anxiety to t 
band ; for he felt aware that the futur 
his only child was suspended on the 
stances of this eventful time. Nothing 
more probablBt than that her mind, so' 
Jtg late aorrowBf should be more \Vibii 
^/wwJ to admit that, te&^eT pv 
•^*^ wonld promiie^'lllo^e t):ias 
^W|^ whilantedbytbtfiio^eYts 
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iround her, she should be led unguardedly to 
enter into engagements pressed upon her^ not 
less by one whom she had held dear from child- 
lood, than by the aunt she revered, and the 
nother she fondly loved. 

At length the important day arrived, and by 
the advice and management of the ladies^ the 
iuture lord of Ravensworth arrived at the man- 
sion of his fathers^ just at the hour of noon, 
ei^hen a brilliant, but not oppressive, sun ren- 
dered the face of all around joyous ; and when 
not only his own tenantry, but those of Mr. 
Clphinstone and numerous neighbours, arrayed 
in their best clothing, were waiting to receive 
bim, whilst carriages and horses were pouring 
into the park on all sides,- with the neighbouring 
nobility and gentry. Gay tents festooned with 
Sowers, or branches of trees, groups of morris- 
dancers, caparisoned ponies ready for a race, 
mounted by pretty boys in various colours^ 
bands of village music, and the bells of the 
neighbouring church, conspired to awaken every 
spectator to hilarity, and even Mr. Elphinstone, 
who had entered the place with a solicitude 
amounting to pain, felt his cares vanish, and the 
benevolence which ever warmed his bosem re- 
joiced in the pleasure of those around him. 

All the higher visitors were received in the 
^at hall by Mrs. Elphinstone according, as 
she said, ** to the custom of the house, whose 
daughters were wont to consider it their duty \'* 
lodso splendid y yet becomm^) "w^* ^'^t ^\%»l^ 
7 happy her countena&ce, atiA ^^xxAv^^^Vx^ 
g beauty which atill disliBga^^^^^^^^^ ^ 
9 ^as scarcely believed to \se >3aft mo-^w 
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it the latter was much improved by his 
Qce at Oxford was visible to all ; for with- 
sing the frank manners and open counte- 

of the young sportsman, he had assumed 
lavity which belongs to the general inter- 
i of polished life ; and altiiough no one 
trace the student in his brow, yet many 

perceive that he had mixed with good 
my. To all he was polite and attentive ; 
s more especial regards were given to his 
imily, with whom he had mixed so little of 
lat he half started with surprise when pre* 

by his mother to his cousin Caroline, 
irles had dearly loved that little cousin 
nild, for she had been to him as a sister ; 
;r name had been frequently mentioned, 
liarms descanted upon, in the hour of 
'iality with his college friends when he 
ent to Oxford. New faces, London trips, 
res and difficulties, had combined to ef- 
er memory; and she therefore appeared 

him now, not onl}' with the natural ad- 
;es which belong to womanhood in its 
>t bloom of loveliness, but with that charm 
/elty which unfortunately had, to the 
)f Charles Ravcnsworth, a peculiar fasci- 
• 
)ugh surrounded by some of the finest 

women in the county, — distinguished 
Tie of high rank, and desirous of paying 

attention to all, it was evident that his 
Dusin was so much the object of attrac- 
o him, that many \9V\0 ^ex^ ivaR«t^'^ 
IS of devoting themaeVNes \.o ^^xOCv^^^ 
mingj so far aalViebus^ ic^vx^ ^«t\MX^«^ 
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an intimate acquaintance with her, retired 
thf) pursuit in despair. 

Witnessing ihe rustic pleasures exhibit 
the park, a splendid dinner and merry d 
interspersed with provincial peculiarities, 
the day and night pass away as much t 
honour of Ravenswortli Hall, and the pic 
of its guests, as even the heart of Mrs. E! 
stone had desired, and she returned to hei 
mansion crowned with honours, which fc 
first time in her life, perhaps, had not bee 
dearly paid for. Her nephew was profi 
his thanks, and it was no wonder that th 
lowing day brought him to the Oaks, (Mi 
phinstone's residence,) to repeat them. 

A sober hour in his uncle's family di 
show young Ravensworth to less adva 
than the busy scenes of the preceding da 
he re-entered into the memory of his I 
days with so much apparent afiection f 
who had contributed to his happiness in 
as to ** win golden opinions" from his i 
who, however, said little, and warm pant 
from his aunt, who thought she could nevi 
enough. Caroline registered the words of 
and thought there was still more of wha 
excellent in Charles than either had obsei 

In a few days a weight was removed fro 
father's heart ; for the heir had professed 
intention of liquidating the debt due fro 
father to that excellent uncle, v/ho had 
many respects improved his property, anc 
for so many years the sole friend and com 
of his widowed mother. He spoke 
warmth of feeUog, and openuess o^ 
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nance, that impressed irresistibly the belief of 
his honour and his sensibility, and of the power 
a virtuous and sensible woman would hold over 
his heart ; and as Mr. Elphinstonc had always 
loved him from his cradle., (though he had by 
no means always approved him,) he ventured 
now to hope that his wife was in the right, " that 
the faults of the boy were those which sprang 
from a mother's indulgence, and the merits of 
the roan were implanted by wiser tutors.'^ 

On his first arrival Charles had spoken of a 
projected trip to the Highlands with some young 
friends, and various other engagements, but all 
appeared to be forgotten when he found himself 
seated by his fair cousin, or prevailed with her 
to walk through the plantations, where they had 
played together as children. Delighted with 
the very sound of her voice, ho constantly 
sought to draw her into conversation on subjects 
relative to their country neighbours and iior own 
mode of life, avoiding to speak of literature and 
art, with which she was the more conversant. 
In consequence, Caroline indulged herself in re- 
tracing the sad story of Lucy's long illness, her 
lover's return, and her death, and in the sympa- 
thy with which she was listened to, found new 
cause for believing her handsome cousin to be 
the most amiable of men. — Day after day beheld 
each become more attached to the other, and al- 
though the grand fi,te had led to many engage- 
ments, and a rapid circle of visits ensued, in 
which the most marked attention was paid to 
Caroline, her mother had the satisfaction to ob- 
serve thsit her iieart never nv.5lw^^t^^ ^>c^\^N\\\s^ 
to whom it was (as yet) uncoxvscvowA^j ^w^^. 
In August the visitors avvweA, ww\ ^V'^^"^^ 
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must fulfil his engagement ; but the 
leaving Caroline at this time was so pe 
him, that he endeavoured to prevail oe 
mily at the Oaks to accompany them 
Elphinstone was never averse to any r 
and had determined on teazing her husbs 
compliance, when her nephew as si 
changed his wish for their company, b 
on so early a day for setting out, as to n 
impossible; for the ladies to be ready. 

Mrs. Ravensworth was convinced, t 
aon dared not to trust Caroline with a 
Baronet in his party who was the objec 
admiration, his envy> and his fear ; anc 
influence over female hearts was consic 
his own circle absolutely irresistible. 

She was also aware, that not one of tl 
young men who were her son's compai 
this expedition would have been agree 
Mr. Elphinstone, and she was therefc 
that he saw no more of ihem : but cver^ 
vation led her to hope, that her son w 
accepted as the lover of Caroline : foi 
marriage with her she built all her hope 
future happiness and respectability. Fc 
she loved and highly as she praised h 
could not conceal from her own heart 
truths which never fail to be revealed i 
who inhabit the same house, though tli 
be eflfectually hidden even from intim 
quaintance. Charles Ravensworth inhe 
generosity and hospitable d\spos\l\oii 
P^'ty; hence be was beloved to exvxVv 
4ils dependants and visitanls,but Vie ^ 
self-willed, and yielding— Y\o couU 
WOS0 who promised him pUvA^vu© lo 
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whilst he could resist to obstinacy the ploadiug 
of the pareut who loved, or ihe friend who 
served him. Perhaps no disposition is more 
inimical to the happiness of married life than 
thisy when the parties are persons of fortune ; 
but Mrs. Ravensworth, though a sensible and 
good woman, was not aware of this, and very 
iiaturally concluded that with so sweet a bride 
as ber beloved Caroline, 'and so kind and wise 
a father-in-law as Mr. Elphinstonc, her son 
would inevitably become all he should be. 

The parting of Charles, even for such a tem- 
porary purpose as a party of pleasure, fully dis- 
played to Caroline the state of his affections, 
which he was at no pains to conceal, although 
the timidity of a lover still operated so far as 
to prevent him from making a positive decla- 
ration. Nor did his absence render her less 
aware that she had surrendered her heart to 
him, since every thing around her now appear- 
ed more '^ weary, stale, Hat, and unprofitable," 
than they had done even under the pressure 
of that more active and justifiable grief which 
had arisen from the loss of her friend. There 
were indeed times when she recalled Lucy's 
last words to her mind — *' you do not love him 
as I have loved my Mervyn," — and she acknow- 
ledged " that indeed there was not the same si- 
milarity of taste, the same coincidence of opi- 
nion, which existed between those unfortunate 
lovers, but that could not be what Lucy meant, 
sJDce sho was nearly a ^Vx«v\\^^i Vi ^!>wa:^^!«.» 
^^No ! poor Lucy saw \\val 1 W^ti ^^"^ Vsh^ 

him as a relation — ^but now tb^ fe^\5^^^ ^^^ ^'^' 

deed very, very dififereBl.^* 
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CHAPTER V. 



Mr. Elphinstone soon became aware, 
the impression made upon his daughter's h 
by the attention and society of her cousin 
very great, for her glowing cheek at the ca 
mention of his name, her glistening or do 
cast eye when he formed the subject of rem 
spoke that which her tongue would have ti 
bled to confess even to that mother who < 
tinually sought to fan the flame. As Mr. 
phiostone had determined that no circumstc 
whatever should induce him to consent t 
speedy union, (not because he deemed 
daughter, but his nephew too young to ma* 
he did his best to divert Caroline's atte? 
from the perpetual contemplation of one o* 
^ by eogaging her in occupations connecter 
:•; her own accomplishments, or in accompa 
'* him to witness the progress of a plan 
Alas ! his cares arrived too late — if C 
drewy her subjects were the trees or th> 
from Ravensworth — the works of Mozs 
dismissed for the songs which Charles 
tened to, nor could she find any books i 
taining as those from her aunt's library 
the cottagers in the neighbourhood of 
became more worthy her cares than 
the Oaks, and if she visited the schc^^ 
children of both were aftsemVA^ 
alone obtained her smWes and ^t^ 
In fact, Charles made moto V 
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heart of Caroline during his absence, than his 
presence, for she then forgot the circumstance 
which had frequently annoyed her, that he was 
always in a hurry to depart the moment he ceas- 
ed to be the sole object of attention, and that 
after pleading a positive engagement for the day 
with some worthy neighbour, he would never- 
theless return early in the evening; thereby 
proving, either that ho had made a wrong asser- 
tion in the first place, or used his friend ill in 
the second. All these little peccadillos were 
now forgotten, and his beautiful features lighted 
up with pleasure as he beheld her — his clieerful 
voice, which seemed to diffuse joy through the 
house the moment he entered it, from the placid 
countenance of her father to the greyhound 
that sprung to meet his embrace — these alone 
filled her heart, and solaced her memory. 

Like every other young woman, Caroline 
had formed in her own mind a beau ideal of 
the lover to whom she could surrender her 
whole heart— -the husband she could conscien- 
tiously promise to honour and obey. 

This imaginary being was heretofore com- 
pounded of her own excellent father, whose 
unceasing kindness to her mother, whose in- 
tegrity, charity, and piety, might well render 
him the groundwork of her picture, and upon 
it was placed the fidelity, constancy, and, ten- 
derness of Captain Everett, together with the 
graces of his person and manqers, the solidity 
of his understanding, and live \ikSQ\\£w'dX\<yGL ^l\vv^ 
inind. An indifferent obseiNet lov^x^^'^'k''^'^^ 
it was impossible for CatoWti© lo tA^^ V«t\i»^-^ 
ifome, lively cousin to lVi\a sx^uiax^^ \wx ^«^ - 
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arc little read in the hearts of women at < 
teen, when imagination is in full flower, 
judgment immature, who cannot conceit 
very possible for love to model its object 
every excellence. It was the decided opi 
of Caroline, that before dear Charles had re 
ed the age of twenty-four, he would be the 
man, the most finished gentleman, and, of co 
the roost devoted lover the world had 
seen. 

From these sweet wanderings of the i 
and the affection9, Caroline was called t( 
cares of pleasing realities. 

The same post brought a letter to her 
Charles, bewailing his absence, throwinf 
heart and his fortune at her feet, and one t 
father, entreating his permission to addre: 
cousin, without whom he protested he couk 
no pleasure in existence. 

These letters necessarily opened a full 
munication between the father and daughtc 
a subject which included the happiness of I 
and though the confession of Caroline 
couched in few words, it sufficed to sho^^ 
Elphinstone that, notwithstanding the ge 
tone of self-subjugation, and obedience t 
own precepts, which characterized his d^ 
ter, she had become deeply, irrevocably at 
ed to her cousin. If that cousin was ir 
steady enough to be trusted with such a 
he could have no possible objection : 
Jointure with which he was uiv^XAt 
Aer, was here already paid. " S\\e ^ 
beaeatb bis own eye, and be ptoXe 
c»re — her children migVil be \.\ie ^ 
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declining years, and their hands close his eyes 
in peace." 

But, on the other hand, the character of 
Charles was unformed, he had hitherto been 
bounded in his expenses by himself and another 
friend, and guarded by the kind vigilance of an 
excellent tutor, still resident in Oxford, and 
awaiting his return. He was become master of 
a fine estate, and a large sum of ready money, 
upon which there were yet claims it was his 
duty to discharge, trifling, indeed, save where 
himself was conceined. " Would it not be the . 
part of wisdom, to see bow he would conduct 
himself, in this present unshackled state, before 
he ventured on new duties V^ 

Mr. Elphinstone explained bis feelings and 
his wishes, on every point, to his daughter ; and 
convinced in her own mind that Charles would, 
rise more perfect from every ordeal, she agreed 
readily to every thing proposed by her father, 
being indeed not less confident in the strength 
of his judgment, than penetrated by his father- 
ly tenderness, and his sympathy with those emo- 
tions so many parents term weakness. 

In consequence of these consultations, Mr. 
Elphinstone wrote to his nephew in the kindest 
terms, granting him permission to address Ca- 
roline at the end of another year, but prohibit- 
ing any intercourse, save that of common ac- 
quaintance, till then, and informing him, that ia 
case of his acceptance, he should still deem it 
adviseablo to delay the maim^Q iox ^c»TSi^ <y«!l^^ 
ia order, he added, "thatyow,va^ (i^^x CiwaxV^n 
amy pursue your studiea, atvflL tcin^^t ^wx^"^^ 
oiore fitted for a seat in \>^i\\^tBL^uX^v^ ^\i««^ 

13 % 
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know you aspire. The letter you hav 
to Caroline, under my view of the cas< 
be answered, because I wish you to be 
fettered by eng.gements, or correspond 
the time I have mentioned ; but I hav( 
thority for saying, that she is not disple; 
it, and although it was certainly preE 
will not vex you by saying that / was. 
This letter was satisfactory to all | 
the Oaks, for although Mrs. Elphins 
done all in her power to promote tli 
her nephew, yet when the object of h< 
appeared, to her own conception of 
actually obtained, 

A sense 
Of self-approving beauty stole acroi 
Her busy thought ; 

and she was by no means sorry to tl 
chance of being made a grandmother t 
distant day. 

Caroline knew that her dear cousin 

quick temper, and acute feelings, and s 

that he might be grieved by the proh 

a correspondence with her, but yet ^1 

fully aware of the real kindness and v 

her father, that she hoped he would 

the same light with herself. It was ce 

she never read the letter of Charlet 

wishing that he could experience a si 

joyment with that she was blest with] 

recoiJected that he had many memor*" 

iVTir/r which to comfort h\msQ\f)aii^v& 

weeks be would be agaiu aiB^^eiw^^ 

to /afit of loYQ^ at least to loolc \t. | 
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The preceding summer, the nephew of their 
wealthy and excellent neighbour, old lady Han- 
well, (Major Hamilton,) had spent some time 
with her, and been considered a great acquisi- 
tion to the neighbourhood, as a man of high 
ckaracter, superior manners, large fortune, and 
immense expectations. He had then appeared 
to be much sttuck with Caroline, though she 
was the youngest of the circle of young ladies 
be met in parties, and the Major was not a man 
to flirt with misses. Harriet Maitland had felt 
herself offended by this unobtrusive prefer- 
ence, which she saw with a quicker eye than 
any other person, because she had determined 
to accept tlie Major herself, in consequence of 
seeing his carriage, and hearing that he was the 
declared heir of the dowager. In consequence 
of this sage resolution, she always contrived to 
be in the way whenever the Major made any 
advances towards intimacy with Caroline, who 
was (less from pride than modesty) one, who 
could not '^ unsought be won" to show the trea- 
sures of mind, and heart, but yet evidently es- 
teemed the pleasures of conversation highly. In 
consequence of this mode of conduct, the Ma- 
jor felt himself '^ so pestered by a popinjay,'' 
that it is probable he would not have ventured 
into the same quarter again ; but on learning the 
death of poor Lucy, and the absence of Harriet, 
he accepted the invitation of his relative for 
the shooting season, and appeared three weeks 
before its commencement) aX \-»^^^ ^^'^^'^n'^'^ 
the great joy of ita aged \tiVvaXA\a»Xn ^^^ '^^ 
satisfaction of all the neigWaoutVoo^. ^ 

The Major was not Vons "^tv c^\\\^^ ^^ 
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Oaks, where he was struck by the grea 
provement visible in the person, and even 
nets, of Caroline, for she was not onl) 
proved in figure, but in frankness — prol 
the result, not less of having seen much 
of society, than of having had her feelin 
a social being so extensively exercised, 
indeed, certain, that although love may 
quently render a young creature timid 
confused, in her intercourse with him w 
its object, so as to cast a veil over her fac 
and attainments, yet it frequently remove 
reserve to other men, perhaps on the same 
ciple that marriage does. Without anah 
or being indeed conscious of any motive, i 
less fearful of the sex, because her hear 
found a resting-place with one of them, an 
ventures to believe, in the language of I 
dan's beautiful song, 

*' That friends in all the aged she'll meet, 
" And brothers in the young." 

Under these feelings Caroline was soon 
at ease with the Major, who, although i 
disliking poor Harriet Maitland, had a 
regard for Lucy, and was much intereste 
Captain Everett, whom he had known fi 
boy, so that they had one subject of con\ 
tioD, which might be deemed exclusively 
own; for the sad story had ceased to be th* 
of by any but Caroline, vr\io w^s \i^\ 
coastant in all her sttacbmenls. TVve 
^^e at Ravensworih waa sl'iW ai^oV^u 
«© supposed prcdilecUou o£ \\io ^^>^ 
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each other ; but as many young ladles protested 
against Charles's attachment, and his absence 
favoured the supposition that they were right, 
the Major soon found himself " gone whole 
siges in love," with very few of a lover's fears 
as to the result. 

Circumstances favoured him with an oppor- 
tunity of declaring his passion to Mr. Elphin- 
stone, who told him, with great candour, the 
situation in which his daughter was placed. The 
Major was sorry, but by no means considered 
his case desperate, till he had addressed Caro- 
line on the subject ; but her blushes, the sim- 
plicity and integrity manifested in her answer, 
at once crushed his hopes as a lover, and awa- 
kened his anxiety for her as a friend. He was 
aware that it would be difficult for him tb say 
one word on the object of her present choice, 
without subjecting himself to the charge of in- 
delicacy, or to make any reflection that would 
not seem to be the language of a disappointed 
man ; yet the intense interest he felt in her fu- 
ture welfare, overcame his scruples, and he thus 
addressed her : 

^* Miss Elphinstone, I am about to tear my- 
self from you, and probably shall never dare to 
trust myself with beholding you again; but I 
shall never cease to desire your happiness, and 
as one step towards insuring it, let me entreat 
you to use your utmost influence with your cou- 
sin to break ofl* his present intimacy with Sir 
Alfred Thornton. If yout i^xVv^t Vxv^^ >5«v^ 
character of this young mavi, Vve ^ovi\^\i^'v.^'«^ 
to give the hand of h\» davi^\\Xet vo ^tv^ \«V^^^^ 
his associate. Do uot \ooVl xWs ;i\s^t\sv^^— 
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your father I have not hinted this, even dis- 
tantly ; but from you it would be cruel to hide 
a truth so important, especially as it is at the 
present moment, undoubtedly, in your power 
to dissolve the connexion. Use your power, 
not less for your own happiness, than that of 
the man who is honoured by your regard.^' 

A deep shadow at this moment, seemed to 
fall over the mind, and the senses, of Caroline. 
She felt that *^more was meant than reached 
the ear," and, however severely the blow fell» 
yet she could not find refuge from its effect by 
blaming the hand that dealt it; for the deep 
grief seated in Majot Hanwell's countenance, 
when she had last looked up, went far beyond 
the mortification which was its first expression. 
Besides, he had put himself in her power, and 
she knew him to be a man who abhorred de- 
traction — he had unquestionably strong mo- 
tives — but he was gone, she had it not in her 
power to enquire further. 

That he was really gone, that he had seen 
neither of her parents, and that his carriage 
was now visible in the distance on the London 
road, soon became a comfort, but she burnt 
with impatience to see Mrs. Ravensworth, to 
whom she felt it a positive duty to communi- 
cate what she had heard, and whose influence, 
under existing restrictions, she felt to be far 
beyond her own, over the mind of her cousin ; . 
and being aware that her aunt had received 
no notice of his return, she deleiraAn^^ 
taking an airing j and calling onVvet,«L^\i 
cbamce, which she was the betloi ^\A© ^^ 
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because her father was that day engaged in 
the duties of a magistrate, at the market town, 
six miles distant. 

Mrs. Ravensworth was found engaged with 
company, and in reply to an enquiry of ^* when 
her son would return ?" answered, *' that she 
had been desired, by a letter, to hold herself 
in expectation of seeing him every day, but 
yet it was probable he would not arrive for a 
fortnight. She believed Sir Alfred Thornton 
directed the movements of the party, and ho 
was desirous of shooting in Scotland before ho 
tried the moors and fells of Yorkshire." 

*^ That Sir Alfred is a very fine young man," 
said the son of a family party. 

^* He is a very dissipated one, and I hope 
he will not come to Ravensworth again," ob- 
served his mother, with that air of alarm in 
which solicitude overcomes politeness. 

** I believe he is going, or perhaps is gone, 
to Newmarket," said Mrs. Ravensworth, con- 
fusedly, " my son has no expectation of bring- 
ing him here." 

The lady rejoiced to hear it, and started a 
new subject \of conversation, and Caroline, 
considering that her errand was, in fact, dono 
' for her by another, departed ; but she was sick 
at heart — the fairy world in which she had 
been living, the dreams which she was conscious 
of having nourished too fondly, all vanished 
(she scarcely knew why) from her mind, and 
she feJt in a state of so tnucVi tk^tNQvst^ ^'^gx^- 
thn, that even her motUet tettv^xV^^ \\.^^j^^^ 
she was not much subject to obs^^N^ ^w^ <:*^^=^ 
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tenance, but that still lovely one ref] 
her mirror. 

" Dear me, Caroline ! you look as i 
as if the Major had rejected you — in 
your having the honour of refusing ///. 
really quite ridiculous, to feel so mu 
man who is to be sure an undeniable 
and may pick and choose in every goo 
he enlers — besides 1 ho is, I know, in 
tieth year, notwithstanding his small w; 
white teeth, so j^ou may depend upo 
will not hurt him." 

Caroline thought she knew one wh( 
could hurt, at a much more advancec 
of life, but she had not time to repl; 
her father entered, evidently under | 
elicited feelings, holding a letter in ii 
from which they had probably aris 
which had been only just given to hir 
servant. 

Caroline was utterly unable to sp< 
her mother eagerly desired t<» know t 
the matter, and learnt that the letter C' 
information of the death of the Hoi 
Hugh Osborne, who married the only 
Mr. Elphinstone, and had been taken { 
in the prime of life, leaving his wido' 
large family of children, all of whom. 
the eldest, being utterly unprovided foi 

Although, from the residence of th 
ia Devonshire^ the brother aud sister 
'^t, yet the utmost cordiaVvly W^ *. 
slated between them, and Mt. ^ 
deeply sympathizied la the sotionns v 



SBLr-DBMlAL. 49 

Hli Wife partook them fully, when she looked 
OD her husband, and remembered that he was 
of the same age with Mr, Osborne, and Caro- 
line felt not only their sorrows, but those now 
exclusively her own. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

When the first shock of this sad event ha 
subsided, Mr. Elphinstouc determined on set 
ting out for Devonshire, aware that his presenc 
could not fail to be a great comfort to his ur 
happy sister, and was most probably called fc 
by the situation of her affairs, seeing that tli 
suddenness of Mr. Osborne's removal had le 
him little time for devisinjj: the scanty provisic 
he might, or might not, have accumulated. } 
expedition in this good work was evidently d 
sirable, no mention was made of Mrs. Elphi 
stone accompanying him ; indeed he could n 
but be aware, that money might be expended 
better advantage, than in tJiking his belov< 
Gertrude to the house of mourning, since s 
would hardly fail to suffer more than he cou 
witness, and it was certain she would spe: 
more than he could afford. 

Mrs. Elphinstone did not like to lose h 
husband for even a day, and to part with h 
for probably several weeks, would have be 
a great trial to her, if she had not daily expect 
her nephew, and with him gay doings in ' 
house of her fathers ; she also rejoiced in 
ing it in her power to tell him what a 
fortune, and courteous lover, Caroline h 
fused for his sake, and by every means 
power treading down ibc \iatY\ex xW ^\ 
of her iiusband had set \ip. CAtoVm^, 
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ntrarj, saw the departure of her father with 
ar and trembling, for she dreaded being left 
her own heart, and was at once grieved to 
ive a kind of secret in her keeping, and yet 
lable to add that source of anxiety to the 
)re immediate one under which her father 
18 suffering. 

Youth is the season of hope — in a short 
le Caroline began to look on the bright side 
things, to flatter herself that Charles would, 
himself, drop the acquaintance of a man 
!0se conduct this long journey would enable 
a to inspect, and that in doing so he would 
tain the esteem of her father, and open be- . 
sen himself and her freer intercourse, which 
:h her aunt and mother maintained to be 
1 panacea for every evil. One day when 
' spirits were cheered by this hope, and again 
ght visions of the future were soothing her 
id, her mother, who had been taking a drive 
Ravensworth, entered, and presented her a 
:er, addressed In the handwriting of her 
isin, which she said had been enclosed by 
arles in one to his mother. 

* But I cannot open this letter, it is contrary 
my father's stipulation." 

* Nonsense ! a letter given to you by your 
n mother (a mother whose correctness no 
9 will doubt) may surely be read — besides, 
ar father never will know any thing of the 
tter.'^ 

Caroline had taken the letter, and would have 
>ken the seal, in all probability, if the last 
rds bad not fallen from Mrs. "^\V^»^\A^•^'^f ^ 
; but the idea of keeping \i^cV ^u^ ^CCkSsa. 
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of her own life from the knowledge of her 
cellent father, more especially at a time % 
he was in trouble, could not be borne, an 
though she exceedingly desired to open it 
will be readily supposed by every young he 
^ she resolutely replaced it in her mother's hs 
" This is downright childishness," said '. 
£lphinstone, ^'tho letter must be opened 
^ the few hurried lines addressed to my si 
from Charles, have distressed her exceeding 
: — ^^ she has got a thousand foolish fears in 
head, that I am certain have no foundation ; 
people who live in the country all their 1 
as she has done, have no idea of what is g 
on in the world, and can therefore make q< 
lowances." 

As Mrs. Elphinqtone spoke, she opened 
self the letter in question, and after readi 
few lines, began evidently to be much distrc 
for she turned pale, and hastily left the : 
and in a few minutes afterwards Carolin 
informed that she had set out again for R 
worth, and left word that she should pr 
spend the day there. 

This was the longest day Caroline hr 
known, and she could hardly forbear 
her mother with cruelty, in leaving he 
an impression so full pf pain, as that 
by her words and manners — she n 
aware that Mrs. Elphinstone could 
guise her feelings, and therefore bel'"*' 
Bhe had fled to conceal from \veT ^c 
importance* Yet that some\V\m^V\ 
pressed to herself only, and \l v?a* 
P^ble that if Charles waa \n tro 
P^Pfided to lier that which he vo^ 
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his mother or aunt to be acquainted with ; 
therefore, in practising that which she con- 
sidered a positive duty, she had been unkind, 
and perhaps injurious to tvim. Of all other sur- 
mises, this was unquestionably the most griev- 
ous, and it was one from which, at present, it 
was impossible to escape. 

Several times, as the evening advanced, had 
Caroline laid her hand on the bell, to order the 
garden-chair, that she mijrht follow her mother 
to Ravensworth, but as often had a sense of im- 
propriety in the action, or the hope that her 
mother would arrive in a few minutes, pre- 
venteil her. Just as she was rising to order 
lights, from the mere restlessness of a perturbed 
spirit, some one entered the room unannounced, 
and in another moment, to her astonishment, 
almost terror, Charles Ravensworth himself 
stood before her. 

" Dear Charles ! can that be you?" said Ca- 
roline, sinking almost breathless into the chair 
she was quitting. 

'^ Have you received my letter, Caroline 1" 

" My mother brought a letter this morning 
from you, but I did not feel justified in opening 
it, situated as we both are." 

^* Very well — you were right, quite rigltf. 
You are a great deal too good for such a wild 
fellow as me ; when I wrote it, I had forgot the 
interdict — nol I had not, but I depended on 
my mother to give it privately, and indeed, I 
knew your father was from \\om«i — ^iC\wrjkw\t 
»av© the goodness to gWe \l Xo «ve?^ 

*^My mother took it bacWXo'Rvi^w^^x^N 
«re you not soezi her V» 
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" No, I am not come from the north road, I 
am from Newmarket." 

*^ I must not conceal from you, that my nth 
ther opened the letter, and immediately after 
reading it, set out for the Hall." 

^* Umph ! Then by this time my mother is 
in a pretty situation — I must return, I cannot 
go to Ravensworth ! I cannot see my mother.'^ 

As Charles spoke, he threw himself on a sofa, 
and hid his face with his hands — he was evi- 
dently overwhelmed with sorrow, though he 
assumed an angry tone, and Caroline (previ- 
ously unhappy) was now so much agitated, that 
she felt almost ready to faint. She arose to 
open a window, and Charles starting on hii 
feet, gazed on her pale face, and exclaiming 
^' that he was a wretch for having disturbed her,^ 
instantly fell into an agony of grief it would 
be distressing to witness in woman, but was, of 
course, infinitely more painful to behold in 
man ; especially in one so favoured by nature, 
and who so very lately appeared out of the 
reach of misfortune and sorrow. 

" What is the matter, dear Charles ? onlr 
tell me why you are thus afflicted, and if the 
is no possible way in which I can relieve v 
—shall I go to my aunt for you ?'' 

*• Oh ! no, no, it is you, and you alone, ] 
I have played the fool in a thousand 
since I saw you, at the instigation of a 
who only sought to bubble me, and" — 

" Sir Alfred Thornton— O \ OW 
yad man ; do not associate "wvlVi Vi^ 
»>w, and all will be well." 
" -Wo, it will not be well for IVi 
mejr due to your father— 1 Viw 
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debts on my estate. I have — in short, I know 
I am unworthy of you, that your father never 
will consent to give you to me, and I have not 
now to learn, that his will influences you in 
every things since even my poor letter, written 
to confess my sins, and throw myself on your 
mercy, was dismissed unread." 

This was the first moment of her life ii^ 
which Caroline had ever wished for fortune. 
In which she had ever been able to rp«echo 
that sigh which never failed to rise fropa her 
father's lips, when he alluded to the scajaty 
provision made for her, until the time when 
she would claim -her mother^s jointure. She 
felt as the heart of fond, faithful, self-renouncing 
woman always feels; as if the goods of fortune 
had no other value than that of being worthy 
offerings to the beloved one who needed them. 
In early life the use of money is so little known, 
the want so little felt, and therefore the power 
of doing without it so easily contemplated, that 
the .possibility of living in delightful seclusion 
on a mere trifle instantly presented itself to the 
mind of Caroline, as a source of comfort ; and 
aware how she should have felt under similar 
circumstances with her lover, she lost no time 
to re-assure him on that point which she fully 
believed to affect him the most. 

*• Do not let these losses afldict you on my 
account, I can live in the poorest cottage in 
Ravensworth most happily — and as to my father, 
there cannot exist a raore ^<&w^twvs» \sNaxs.-A\^ 
MS just to every one, ^ivd iox wj ^^^ ^x3?^ 
prudent, but he is tVio Ual mBXV^tv <5w^ ^^^<^^^ 
irpsa you for money — ^ou Vvi^v^^S^^Ns*^^"^ 
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come, and will, 1 trust, soon recover this losfj 
and bo again happy.'* 

*^ I shall never be happy without you, Caro- 
line — you are au angel, and would be a guar- 
dian one to inc — if you knew how I have suf- 
fered for thus forsaking you — could your pure 
bosom be aware how I have hated myself for 
the follies I have been guilty of, even in the 
moment I practised them, I kno^, I Jcnow you 
would pity me.' 

As Charles spoke, he threw himself almost 
prostrate before her, then rose instantly, and 
shook himself as if to recover power to fly from 
her presence. In his expressive countenance 
might be read the bitter recollections that were 
passing in his mind, the scorn with which he 
viewed his own pursuits or companions, and the 
despair to which his reflections on them, or her 
father, gave birth. This expression, by de- 
grees, gave way to bitter grief— to ardent love, 
and again he knelt and sued for forgiveness. 

" I do forgive you, Charles, from my heart, 
and I entreat you to take comfort. I will do 
my very best to soften my father in your behalf, 
and his heart, poor man, is now more than 
usually penetrable — and I know you will bo so 
good, so considerate, now you have left that 
wicked young man, that I am certain we shall 
be all happy.'' 

Whilst Caroline in the eager generosity of 

her heart thus sought to communicate comfort, 

tho countenance of her lover underwent a 

change as rapid as her heart could desire, an^ 

though be still looked wild and pa\e, '^o^ 

gratitude gUstoned in his eyes, au^ ^xvim 
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2ry feature. He eagerly lavished on her 
endeariDg epithet, promised to be go- 
1 by her and his mother, in every future 
of his life, but concluded by entreating 
to continue her attachment, and lessen 
rm of his probation, even if her father 
e their union." 

oline started as if a serpent had sprung 
! her — she eagerly, but almost in terror, 
oned her own heart, whether in thus 
from its impulses, she had sanctioned 
\ request. A moment's recollection re- 
d her — she knew that the best, kindest 
se she had made, was that of disposing 
as she was able) her father in his behalf, 
)m doing any thing contrary to the will of 
ather, her very soul shrunk, whatever 
be the love and pity she felt for the dear, 
ring mortal before her. Charles saw the 
le of her heart, he felt that he had of- 
i her, and was making every possible 
^y, and professing his dread of even be- 
ig his uncle again, when Mrs. Elphinstone 
ed, and advised him, in a tone of cold ci- 
to lose no time in hastening to his mother, 
irlei obeyed her wishes in respectful si- 
but as his face resumed its mournful ex- 
on, he left Caroline under the same im- 
on of pity and' tenderness she had lately 
and in relating the painful scene in which 
ad been engaged, and which had evidently 
ler in a state of distressful exhaustion, 
lad the satisfaction to perceive that her 
?r melted under the recap\tu\^5Ao\i,^\AVflX 
' assumed coldness and aM<ftT,\«S«t^ ^»^ 
di^d. 
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^' I have had a torriblc day myself with your 
aunty for sho was certain you never could for- 
give poor Charles, and assures herself, that 
breaking the connexion will plunge him into 
dissipation, and consign him to present and 
eternal ruin,'' said Mrs. Elphinstone. " I told 
her I was certain you could get over the loss of 
the money, for that I never could perceive yoa 
had any pleasure in spending it, though you 
were fond of giving help to the poor ; but I 
was obliged to own that I could not see how 
any girl of your person and pretensions could 
get over the other affair, especially when you 
had been refusing so eligible, so honourable^ an 
offer as Major Plamilton's." 

'' Other affair — what can you mean, dear 
mother ?" 

** Oh ! you are a stranger to that, I see — ^he 
could not bring himself to tell you, though he 
owns it in the letter — he has been flirting vio- 
lently with a Miss Buchanan, in the Highlands, 
and got into some difficulties with her brother, 
from which this Sir Alfred released him. Most 
probably she was some forward minx that W 
him into attentions — men are scarce in i\ 
country (at least men with money in th 
pockets.) On arriving in Edinburgh, I fan 
they all took to hard drinking, which is the c 
ing sin of the modern Athefti, and under the 
fluence of wine, Charles was induced to thr 
away his money, to scamper off to Newmarli 
and forget us all, till his trouble brought us to 
luJnd. " 
Caroline sat pale and sWent, ^^a Vvet \ 
spoke; she felt that *' tWia vii» x!jie \«^ 
cut of all," but sho was a\ao cen^vsivaXx 
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lindy that it was nios< repented of in the mind 
of the delinquent. Unable to converse on the 
matter, she hastily retired, sensible that her 
mother, in her love for Charles, and her disap- 
pointment in his conduct, felt little less than 
herself, but would yet much sooner obtain con- 
solation, when she ceased to exacerbate her own 
feelings by reviewing the circumstances which 
annoyed her. Her conclusion was right, her 
mother kissed her and wept, but she sle[)t 
soundly ; whilst Caroline slowly paced her own 
chamber, recalling every look as w(!ll as every 
word of her lover, one moment Ixjlievinir that 
out of this distress some solid good would arise, 
the result of wise resolution and virtiiui.'s exer- 
tion in Charles, the next, dreading her father's 
different view of the case, and sensible lliat it 
was her positive duty to abide in all patience 
and humility by his decision, whatever she 
might suffer. 

The •* how could he pay tender attentions 
to another 1" if indeed he loved her as he ap- 
peared to do, was somewhat aj^peased [)y the 
consideration that the letter actually making 
her an offer, was probably not written till after 
this temporary alienation of his aOections had 
subsided. Perhaps, he had merely tried whether 
his heart was in his^wn power, and convinced 
himself that it was- not — but if this were the 
case, he had surely been playing cruelly with 
her affections before he went, and in doing it, 
he had played with those of a young and lovely 
girl, probably suffering now not Wss llvam Uvvw- 
self. This view of the inaXVex cv\w\^ wvaV^ 
boraej — ^^ Charles was all ail\vi^^v\vi^^ ^v^^ ^'^'^*" 
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.our, he was too iDgenuous, too kind, and good, 
o practise any deliberate scheme — undoubtedly 
nis fine person and frank manners had been 
too attractive to the young lady in question, and 
the common-place attentions of a gentleman 
had been mistaken.'' Then did she not know 
that even the best of men had their moments of 
weakness? — Captain Everett himself, all de- 
voted as he was to the dying Lucy, had once 
so spoken, so looked at herself, as to prove 
temporary liking inconsistent with that perfect 
devotion she had hitlierto deemed requisite in 
a lover. She could wish, it was true, to be ex- 
clusively beloved^ but was she not a romantic 
girl, seeking for happiness denied to our present 
state of existence, rather than the humble 
christian her father had sought to make her, wil< 
ling to accept the evil as well as the good, whicl 
belonged to her situation? — had she not suffere 
herself to love a frail and erring mortal too well 
and ought she not to bear the punishment of h 
fault by enduring pain for his transgressions V 

By this mode of reasoning, Caroline in< 
ably linked herself indissolubly with Chai 
and even in humbling her heart in prayer 
him, avoided meeting that sorrow which in 
present moment she felt to be worse tha: 
the rest. She could uot.pnly forgive alL 
she believed herself caprale of bearing 
thing with him, or fur him, but to part 
him when he was in a state of sorrow anc' 
tence was impossible. 

The next day, and t\\e ^gx\, \ixo\i^ 
Havens worth to the Oaks, Wt C\v^x\ft^ 
appear ; ho was descnbeA \>>y \vi»^ ' 
- "^tate of vVio uvmo^v ^e^' 
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>ugh grateful to Caroline for her kindness, yet 
arful of trusting himself to speak with her, 
St he should incur her displeasure by some rash 
sh which his perturbed state of mind might 
ggest^ He was also engaged with writing nu- 
erous letters and receiving his tenants. Ca- 
line was glad that he was thus engaged — she 
icerely desired to see him resemble her father 
a man of business, but the mother appeared 
lable to accept of this remark as consolatory 
•her wretchedness was much more calm in its 
pression, but it went far beyond that of her 
n — days had become years in their effect upon 
T countenance. 

On the third day after this denouement a 
Iter arrived at the Oaks addressed to both Mr. 
id Mrs. Elphinstone. It was forwarded from 
3ndon by the agent of that younger brother 

Mr. £. whom we have only mentioned as 
iing well settled by him before his marriage, 
r. George Elphinstone at that time obtained 
partnership in the house of a Russia merchant, 
id eventually became the sole possessor of 
e business, in consequence of which he had 
r the last fourteen years become a resident 
Russia, and only paid one short visit to his 
itive country within that long period*. The 
Iter in question was to announce his death, 
id inform Mr. £^|||||pistone that a duplicate of 
s will had been received, appointing him the 
le executor, and devising the property to be 
uaJly divided between \i\a \iTO\!ftftt ^^^ i\^\Kt^ 
3r, in case of the dealYi oi ev\\i«it,\o ^^^1^"^ 

the one part, and tke cVA^w^ A\S«^' 
orjne on the other. 

F 
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Thu writer luKled; " that this property was 
vloubtless very lari^o, but necessarily scattered 
over a vast tract of that immense empire, which 
Mr. G. Elphinstone had so loni^ adopted as his 
country — that lie was himsell' anxious to place 
accounts and documents of great impoFtancc 
in the hands of the executor, and desired to 
see him in London as soon as possible/' 

The effect of this letter on the mind of Mrs. 
Elphinstone was almost alarming. The cir- 
cumstance of two deaths occurring at the same 
time in the family, after an interval of nearly 
twenty years, seemed to communicate the im- 
pression, that the King of Terrors had made 
an attack upon her family from personal rancour, 
and would not rest satisfied without seizing still 
more victims; and the circumstance of George 
Klphinstone being nearly two years younger 
than his brother, more particularly pointed her 
fears towards her husband, whom she became 
impatient to see, even to misery. 

Caroline was drawn from the contemplation 
of those sorrows, which were at this time as 
harassing to her mind as the most pressing 
misfortunes could be, to think for both her pa- 
rents ; and as it was evident that Mr. Elphin- 
stone had better take London in his way home, 
she lost not an hour ii^writing to him, and 
forwarding the letter, taH^care that her own 
letter should be delivered the first, and carefully 
avoiding allusion lo any sorrow in the family 
save that of sympathy. It might however have 
been seen from the general tone of this letter. 
that her iicart was siiffevmg from sorckii ^^x w^-^iw 
sourco of sorrow, than lbo\osa o^ «,u mlwvX*;^ ^ 
^^acl juevor known, aud wViou \\^i i\iX\\^it V 



SELP-DENIAL. 63 

read it the second time, he was almost afraid 
that her mother was ill, for his fears, like those 
of his beloved wife, were naturally awakened 
by these reiterated strokes in a family circle so 
circumscribed as his had long been. « 

Mrs. Osborne had been very much attached 
to her younger brother, and had been in the 
habit of seeing much more of him for many 
years than the family in Yorkshire could possi- 
bly do, and she had also long looked to him as the 
means of bringing her younger sons forward in 
life, believing indeed that he had continued a 
bachelor for the sake of her family. The news 
of his death was therefore in the first place a 
great shock to her, and Mr. Elphinstone was 
glad that he had not left her before she re- 
ceived it. When the first emotion had subsid- 
cd) that sad necessity of dismissing sentiment, 
and examining circumstances, which existed 
in seven dependent children, (the most of whom 
were girls,) rendered her willing that he should 
depart for London, in order to examine affairs^ 
by no means dnimportant to himself, but to 
her of tenfold consequence. 

Mr. £Iphinstone wrote to his lady th6 mo- 
ment he arrived in London, promising to leave 
it as soon as possible, otherwise she would have 
set out to meet hin^diere, for she had already 
worked her spirivVa state of feverish excite- 
ment, wljich Caroline in vain endeavoured to 
assuage. Many days, however, passed befol-o 
he was able to return, and when he did so, it 
was under the painfnl knowledge that ho 
must he only a temporary guest oX \.\v^\ ^'' ^^-a.- 
sant boxnc/^ which he had fot ao tiv^w^ ^^«t^ 
wver gu/«ed voluntarily tot moi^ xVvmi ^ ^"^^ 
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CHAPTER VII. 



All Mr. £lphinstone*s information o 
subject of his brother^s property led him t 
that unless it was speedily sought up, ar 
cured, by a person fully empowered to d€ 
it, the labours of nearly thirty years mig 
lost to his family. In asserting this fac 
agent of his brother had urged him to s 
immediately for this purpose, given him i 
cessary information respecting a countp 
which he was well acquainted, and promi 
furnish every requisite statement to rend 
journey effective. 

Mr. Elphinstone was a man in the prii 
life, and from his habits of temperance 
exercise, looking much younger than h< 
He had also the activity, as well as abilit 
cessary for the undertaking, and exclusi 
the attachment to his family, which ren 
home a necessity to his heart, was a man 
to enjoy a visit of this nature. He coal 
therefore but feel in himself a capabilii 
undertaking it, and thenq|^L became a d 
and from the claims of dingle never sw< 
By this means poor Caroline might nc 
portioned, and it was of far more conse 
than ever to provide for her, because hi: 
would no longer devolve to the kind 1 
who would have considered Viet vrwiXs, 
« fkT'distaat and unknowa teWvou^ e 
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secure all that tlic law would grant him. Every 
child, too, of his sisters' promising family, all 
become known, and therefore dear, passed in 
review heforc him, and seemed to claim at his 
hands that assistance no other could render 
them. 

Yet did the fond husband, and tender father 
feel, that to tear himself from home for an in- 
definite period, to wander in a far-distant coun- 
try, was a trial of so arduous a nature as to 
give him a right to claim from his family every 
support in their power to give. lie knew his 
wife ; he was aware she would allow herself to 
be overwhelmed with grief; but in the cheer- 
ful acquiescence, the firm but gentle mind of 
Caroline, and the unceasing kindness of his 
sister-in-law, he hoped she would find that com- 
fort which would be his own consolation — he 
earnestly wished, but scarcely knew whether 
he might consider Charles as the stay of his 
house, and the supplier of his own presence to 
that circle who yet loved him so fondly. 

Whilst his mind was thus engaged, struggling 
for that equanimity demanded by circumstance, 
but denied by every feeling of nature and habit, 
how hard was it to find every one dear to him 
apparently in a state of utter incapacity for even 
receiving information of his intention 1 That 
his wife should receive him with a joy that be- 
came grief in its hysterical effects, was not sur- 
prising, but that Caroline, even in her joy, 
could not disguise her sorrow — \\\^X ^^^^- \«%w^ 
Lad faded in her young cVioeW, ^^^ V^'t Vsrco. 
was attenuated as if by wasVVn^ ?^<lVwci^^^^Vl>^^ 
r/iu cjcceedingly. When \\\s av^Vct^oN^^NS.^^^'^ 

1? o 



SELF-DENIAL. 

rived, all was, in one sense, explained, 
le mother's brow sorrow had written *' s 
efeatures," and he almost trembled to 1 
ifter Charles. 

'^ Charles was at '^home, and much ci 
with his late steward and surveyor, but he 
be in Oxford before Christmas." 

" He is doing very right," said Mr. I 
stone, with a smile of more than his \ 
urbanity. 

Mrs. Ravensworth, oppressed beyond < 
ance, burst into a passion of tears. 

Confession of Charles's errors followe 
softened by all a mother's power of ap 
and Mr. Elphinstone was not slow in be 
that her son had been misled by his conip( 
rather tlian any inherent disposition in 1 
lie considered him a weak young man, 
deficient understanding, and unforn.cd 
pies, rendered him unfit for the duties 
ried life, and certainly unworthy of 1 
virtuous, and superior daughter. It wa 
plain, that in this point Caroline exhib 
her sex's weakness," she fondly lo 
freely forgave him, and although she 
father's will as her law of action, yet 
dent she would sink under the dutic 
impose, since her fears had evidentl} 
her too much already. 

Many years' intercourse had e 
Elphinstone to know that Mrs. F 
was a truly upright woman, and 
early life he had frequently blame 
dalgiag Charles too mucVi, yd ^Ue 
submitted to parting wiOa ^\m to 
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and was so sincerely attached to Caroline, who 
had been from her very birth as a daughter to 
her, that he could not believe she would give 
her a bad husband, even to preserve her son. 
He listened therefore with patience and pity, to 
those details in which the penitence of Charles, 
for past errors, was depicted, and the improve- 
ment of his mind and conduct delineated, and 
was particularly struck with the delicacy and 
propriety of his having abstained from visiting 
the Oaks since his return, except on that event-* 
ful night, when probably stung by bitter regret 
for having become so great a dupe, and goaded 
to fury by the remembrance of his wrongs, he 
could scarcely be called himself. It did not 
strike Mr. Elphinstone at the moment, that as 
he had been daily expected, the fear of meeting 
him might have counteracted in Charles the na- 
tural desire he must have of seeing his cousin — 
his spirits depressed by late events, and drawti 
with more than common affection and tender- 
ness towards his family, he could not at this 
time consider himself an object of fear to any 
human being. 

Every impression of a favourable nature 
given to the mind of Mr. Elphinstone, by Mrs. 
Ravensworth, was confirmed by Caroline, who 
indeed said little, but wept much, and as she 
was seldom given to tears, their effect was the 
greater. She felt at this awful moment, that 
her father had much to forgive in her, for having 
forgiven Charles, and she was unequal to plead 
his cause, or her own, farther than to assert, 
that ''no person could Bu&x Txvo\^\!oa».CjVsasJsK^ 
had doneJ*^ 
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'*Few of us sin without ropcntn 

estion is, whether repentance pro 
ent — I really believe, however, i 
ih boy has been more 'sinned 
inning,' and most proliably tlccrr 
jecauso it was known that he It 
thousand pounds in the funds. II; 
first care (as it was his first profes 
paid me that which he hiis known 
die to be my due, two thirds of it 
been secured, and the object near 
obtained — but it is in vain to lo( 
lesson he has taken may prove 
warning. God forbid that 1 shoul 
of severity, confirm the state of 
mother describes, or drive him t 
former circle, that solace for his tj 
would be inevitable ruin to a mine 

Caroline Hung herself on the he 
ther, and sobbed the thaiYks she. a 

** Compose yourself, my clillr 
me, I am about to leavo yon ; 
period. To your care 1 must r 
ther, and indeed all my v/orld 
you must manage for her conif 
aware that beyond the preson 
purse; she is not in the habit > 
expenses of her family. SI? 
much of your care to supply 
will liave little time to give 
that correspondence which 
Ottist to keep him in the pa' 
give him that support a virt 
0upply, Situated as I um, 
pf your marriage (buyout' 
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your own prudence, but I certainly think it would 
be better not to marry, till you are yourself of 
age, which will be no long time to wait. It 
will give Charles an opportunity of healing the 
present injury to his income, and enable you, in 
all probability, to present him with a handsome 
fortune — I would therefore advise this, but I do 
not enforce it farther than by advice. 

*' But, Caroline, mark my words — if you find 
that Charles Ravenswerth is himself a volun- 
tary gamester, you must never marry him. 
No ! not if the discovery was made at the altar, 
and if rejectinj; him wrung your heart to break- 
ing— for far,y«r better would it be to descend 
in innocence and honour to an early grave, than 
be tied to the unceasing misery and infamy at- 
tendant on such a connexion. And remember 
—a wife cannot watch the haunts of her hus- 
band, and arrest his intentions, nor can she re- 
deem his losses.'^ 

" Oh ! I am certain that Charles will never 
agun" — ^** I trust he never will, and I can make 
every allowance for a single error — but as you 
love Aimand as you love me, I charge you to watch 
faino, and guard him. Of all other sins none* is 
so encroaching — none so hateful in its effects on 
the. moral character, so terrific in its conse- 
quences — but leave me, child ; I mustsee|L com- 
posure in solitude.'' 

It was indeed evident that Mr. Elphinstone 
was completely overwhelmed by the idea sug- 
gested to his imagination, for such was his agita- 
tion, that Caroline could not forbear to think 
that he must, at some time, \wj^\^^^^^'^^^- 
ioaal sufferer from n cause ca^\sXi\^ ^"^ S>sXx^w».^ 
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hSm SO nnich ; for so carofullv had ho ( 
the long forgotten fault of her motlici 
though she well knew ho hnrl bcrn 
many years by degrees to repay heavy j 
obligations, she had never miossod t 
Deeply was her mind impressed, not I 
manners than his words; and thoiigl 
given no verbal promise to obey hi 
her heart registered one made to Iiei 
she hastened to her own room to mc 
the words she had heard, whether of 
or warning, and more particularly on 
that awaited her in the threatened al 
her father. 

When Mr.JJElphinstone's journey 
Bitively announced, Mrs. E. was liter; 
come with surprise and sorrow. V 
iirst emotions had subsided, she deck 
termination of accompanying him, wh 
ever flattering, he could not allow 1: 
accept, because he was aware that 
either encounter fatigue to which sh 
equal, or be left by him with no ot 
panion than her daughter, in a plac' 
froBi ignorance of the language and 
she could not fail to bo most unco: 
situated. When he spoke of this, si 
agreed that indeed she could not cxif 
cow, but she added **why will you { 
hateful place? — the only place upon 
earth to which I cannot accompany y 

"Because it is the only place wl: 
^od my brother's property, my dear- 
fieyia scattered, as one may aa\,^tow\ 
fi9 ffw Wolga:' 
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II 1 \r(»iil(l not trouble myself to gather 
is the use of so much money, I won- 

r iiophcw could tell you, and so could 
I- sister, und her fatlierless children, 
•, aiul you must bo well aware, that 
iinccs may arise which might render 
mpuriant to our own daughter, there- 
be: iiest of her uncle should not be 

F.Iphinstono was silenced, if not con- 
fur the memory of past days came 
', and rendered all allusion to her ne- 
misconduct so painful, that sho nover 
1 to speak of it. This was well for the 
if not for Caroline, as, if Mrs. Elphin- 
;)d spoke at all, she would inevitably 
|)l)od over that principal fault on which 
appy mother had dwelt, and spoke of 
ntions to Miss Buchanan, which she 
bo a most reprehensible fault in an af- 
lover, or of an excess which was her 
nee. Thus, without any intention to 
him, Mr. EI{)hinstone was still left ia 
:e on points, which, taken collectively, 
ave left a very different impression on 
1 of the conduct of his future 8on-in- 

r that benevolent view he now took, 
phinstonc saw his nephew, reiterated 
lies, his advice, and his promise, and 
apparently so relieved and happy, that 
sure and gratitude operated on all around 
d uijablcd them to sus\;x\vi \>^^ xv'js.x^wjkj^ 
u who was ihc uuwet^A >a^\«&^0^^'^% 
laii iJiey hud auUc\p''A.U^» 



72 SELF-DENIAL, 

As it was natural that every attentiou shou 
be paid to Mrs. Elpbinstone at such a tim 
Mrs. Ravensworth and her son were now co 
tinually at the Oaks, and being seen there I 
their neighbours on the best possible terms, h; 
a ^ood efiect in checking those reports to t1 
young heir's disadvantage, which were begi 
ning to circulate in the neighbourhood. Amo: 
other visitants, were Harriet Maitland and h 
father, returned from their long stay on t! 
continent, and exhibiting in their knowledge, ai 
more especially in the dress of the former, mu 
that excited the envy of Mrs. Elpbinstone, ai 
the surprise of her daughter. In fact, Harri 
was at this time absolutely ridiculous ; for h 
dress was a caricature of Parisian fashions, fa 
language a collection of scraps, in which neitfa 
French nor English predominated, she h 
adopted a see-saw motion of her head and arn 
which she mistook for les mani^res most fas 
Dating, and she assumed a dancing step, and 
perpetual grin, which in fact gave her the air 
an idiot. But with all this she looked has 
somer than she was before her journey, her sal 
pelisses were of the richest quality, and the c 
tent and variety of her flounces surpassed whi 
ever had been imported from London in 
Yorkshire and therefore Mrs. Elpbinstone u 
charmed with her tout ensemble, and earnest 
decired to partake of her advantages. She c 
not however fail to observe, that " she had go 
a long way and brought no husband, which \i 
very surprising, when it was recollected tl 
Lucy^s fortune was now added Xo Vv^x cv>nw^ a 
that men now-a-days had a ^xeaV Viv^Ofe. ^^ ^ 
sideriDg f ucfa paltry objects?' 
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hristcnas passed, and Charles Ravcnsworth, 
ied between his hounds in the morning and 
oline in the evening, seemed to forget his 
igements at Oxford, and when reminded of 
n by his aunt, reproached her for her cruelly 
Deking to deprive him of that happiness he 
surely a right to enjoy, since it remained 

so limited. Mrs. Elphinstone was too « 
I of him to insist much upon it, and as the 
ter was now set in, and there was little 
semcnt in driving out, it was pleasant to 
r his voice resound through the house, or 
the produce of his sport exhibited on the ta- 
'Tis true this pleasure did not last long, 
Charles was not a man of conversational 
ers. His reading never extended beyond 
lily paper, and he was sometimes even teas- 
to Caroline, in his entreaties that she would 
down a Waverley Novel, or abandon the 
mination of a necessary account, to *' come 

talk with him." The term ought to have 
a *' talk^o him," for unless he could " fight 
battle o'er again" in which he had run down 
ire, or circumvented a covey of partridges, 

certain she must listen in vain. 
LS Mr. Glphinstone had not been within 
oline's memory any thing of a sportsman, 

she was individually remarkable for being 

guardian, not the tyrant, of every living 
ig around her, it will be evident that such 
lils could only be endured from a lover's lips, 

it is certain that even from his, she was 
letimes wearied and someumes voMtvA^d* 

day after day was to be iVve lost ^vj ^^ 
^d see bim, and in the very Y\ii^^\:\tv%oS.V\^ 

G 
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delays, the *^ infirmity of his purpose/* the 
was somewhat flattering to her influence, whi 
awoke her gratitude, and bound her to retu 
his devotedness. Then she knew that he w 
safe, and, despite* of the higher esteem wi 
wAich she sought to regard him, she felt tV 
such safety was an object ; for she had ere tl 
learnt, by various little anecdotes from his o^ 
lips, that Oxford was quite as likely a place 
run astray in, as Edinburgh, or Newmarket itse 
Charles departed at last, and Caroline ga 
herself credit for much philosophy, when 8 
found herself capable of sustaining his absenc 
but in a very short time she found hersi 
obliged to call upon it for higher service. Th 
had not yet heard from her father, and it w 
scarcely likely that they could have done si 
but when her nephew was gone, and the pi 
of her friends exhausted, Mrs. Elphinstoue ma( 
the want of a letter an unceasing source of r 
gret and complaint, and acted as if she thoug 
the recovered strength and good looks of h 
daughter warranted her in the endeavour to r 
duce them to the low standard from which th( 
had arisen, for she frequently upbraided her wi 
a total want of feeling, and lamented th^t si 
had not a single creature who could sympathis 
in her distress. 

Caroline well remembered the charge she h) 
received to contribute to her mother's comfor 
and being aware how much unceasing indulg'' 
of every kind had tended to render ever 
gree of trial more difficult, endeavourei 
^verjr mode in her power, to d\vet\. xV-^ - 
pwmjf days. She read ^vet^' ^o\^ 
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country whither her father voyaged, and con- 
densing their contents, gave them to her mother 
in conversation — assisted to contrive the making 
of new dresses, or the alteration of those she 
had, to the patterns of Miss Maitland — ^gathered 
every flower as it appeared, and presented 
them as the harbinger of lengthening days and 
recovered society ; and when she left her for 
an hour, to attend to her village school, or visit 
the sick-bed of a cottage, never failed to collect 
for her every little anecdote of what was stirring 
in the vicinity, from the apothecary's lady, or 
the female shopkeeper. 

The time came when Caroline could sympa- 
thize with her mother, for although Charles 
wrote ten letters in the first fortnight after his re- 
turn, he then suffered nearly a month to elapse 
without writing one ; but his next, though short 
and unsatisfactory, was forgiven and almost for- 
gotten, for it was delivered at the same time 
with one from Mr. CIphinstone. This letter 
brought good accounts of his health, but it ap- 
peared, that so far as he had been able to look 
into his brother's affairs at Petersburgh, he 
should find more to do than he had apprehended ; 
but as his chief residence and depot of goods 
was at Novorogod, he could not form any ac- 
curate idea of the business before him, till his 
arrival at that city. 

It was now spring weather, and, with this let- 
ter in her hand, Mrs. CIphinstone drove to all 
her friends, anticipating her Vwx^^i^ti^^^^^^^ 
return, lamenting her own Viat^ ^-A.\ft, \\i>a««^"^ 
separated from him, and iVve ^oW^ ^^ ^"^^"it^ 
wealth in a distant land, buX Vu^xXtv^ ^^ \ViiX^^« 
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'* How can you be so covetous, Caroline ! 
there is really something quite shocking in 
seeing so young a person as you are so careful 
about trifles. Is not your father gone to Russia 
to fetch money ? and what is the use of money 
but to get what one wants ? as to his expenses, 
they are nothing ; for you know it is a very 
cheap place, and if it were a dear one, he would 
contrive to spend the merest trifle possible, as 
he always does when he is alone." 

Caroline did not reply, but she cast about in 
her own mind how to divert her mother's in- 
tention, and with the assistance of Mrs. Ravens- 
worth, succeeded to a certain degree ; but as 
visiting recommenced, and families from town 
returned to their country seats, novelties were 
frequently exhibited, which never failed to ex- 
cite the desires of Mrs. Elphinstone. She in- 
sisted that Caroline should furnish her with 
money, alleging that her father had confided his 
rents to her care for that express purpose. Her 
difficulties therefore became very great, but 
she thought it better to comply to the utmost of 
her power, than by throwing the whole on Mrs. 
Elphinstone's own hands, increase the confusion 
she would unquestionably soon make in their 
finances. Her own personal expenses were re- 
duced to the lowest possible expenditure, that 
her mother might be the better enabled to en- 
joy the pleasures of extravagance, short-lived as 
they necessarily were ; but whilst Caroline de- 
nied herself those elegancies her situation in 
life warranted i and even c^W^^ ^«t^^^^ ^vx 
made a stand for the sup\)\^ ^^ V^-^ ^sv^^^'^ 

G ^ 
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charities, and sufiered not the poor to be robbed 
of what she held to be their due. 

To this chiss, as to others, IMrs. Elphinstone 
was profuse to error, when her feelings were 
awakened, and her means extensive, and Mr. 
Elphinstone could enumerate many instances 
in which the injury done by her splendid dona- 
tions had been greater than the poverty she had 
relieved ; but she was in general too poor to be 
capable of such errors ; for since expensive 
dress had become fashionable, it was a difficult 
matter for her to satisfy at once her taste and ^ - 
her sensibility ; therefore the former, as the 
more importunate in its cravings, was generally 
obliged the first. 

Letters were now received more regularly 
from Mr. Elphinstone, but they did not serve 
to stimulate any golden dreams ; for he found 
reason to think that the servants of his brother 
had in some instances forestalled him, by re- 
ceiving money due to their master, and in others 
had kept back his accounts for the same nefa- 
rious purpose. Vexed with this conduct in 
some, and satisfied with the fidelity of others, 
he determined to investigate the matter fully, 
and not only to secure the property, but punish 
the faulty, and reward the honest, though, in 
order to do this, he must necessarily alienate 
himself a much longer time from his country an^ 
his family than he had foreseen when he le 
them. 

This bad news would have been far wor 
to bear, if it had not been followed by th^ 
rival of young RavensworlVi, «Lteoia\'*'"' 
his tutor, and another friend oi ^ n^i> 
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'iption to his visitants of the preceding 
He was evidently a happier man, as he- 
3n better terms with himself, than when 
had parted with him, but he had returned 
le paternal mansion so completely out of 
, that his wants were soon buzzed about 
eighbourhood, in consequence of the means 
ted for present supply, by the felling of 
I, and the sale of a stone quarry, 
bere was, however, no reason to believe 
any new error had rendered this activity 
rodncing supplies necessary, since it was 
able, that, as a prudent man, he sought to 
imself of the mortgage contracted last year, 
Caroline flattered herself, that his object 
the payment of her father, which he was 
jning to bring with the more rapidity, from 
Qg learnt that his late letters had express- 
> few hopes. of a happy termination to his 
ent journey. 



so 



CHAPTER Vin. 



From the time that Charles returned, he again 
was constant in his attendance on Caroline, and 
appeared but to live in her presence ; for al- 
though considerably engaged with business, and 
courted by all the neighbouring gentry, he yet 
spent every hour with her that he could com- 
mand, and complained, in no measured terms, 
of every impertinent intrusion which kept him 
from her presence. 

It was yet impossible for Caroline wholly to 
forget how often ho had neglected to answer 
those letters he had yet urged her by the most 
impassioned entreaties to write, and how little 
of sympathy' in her feelings of solicitude for 
the wanderings of her father the long delayed 
answer evinced. If in the gentlest manner 
she mentioned this, he would grieve exceed- 
ingly that she had misconceived him, assure 
her, '' that he had been harassed to death by 
preparing for some examination at the time of 
his apparent neglect,'' and protest '< that if he 
had said but little of his excellent uncle, it 
was because the memory of his kindness over 
powered him.*' The sincerity and frankn^ 
which formed his most striking character! 
gave tenfold effect to every assertion he u' 
ed, and every profession he made^ and th 

/ore such an apology rendered \um dewi 

'fjt had never been required. 
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Some weeks had passed — it was known that 
he had received a considerable sum of money, 
and still held it in his hands, a certain proof 
of past prudence, and present foresight, grati- 
fying to all who loved him — his fond mother 
had recovered her good looks, and the happy 
tranquillity of her countenance, and his aunt 
vas preparing for making a splendid appear- 
aDce at the York music-meeting, when Caro- 
line was requested to step to Mr. Ravensworth, 
who was in the conservatory. 

** Caroline,'' said he, taking her hand with 
much emotion, " the year, the long, cruel year 
is now passed away — your father left you 
a conditional power of making me happy, I 
know, and I flatter myself my conduct of late 
has been such as to justify you in trusting me, 
—do not then refuse to marry me, from any 
false notions that a farther trial is necessary. 
I have secured the means of rendering our out- 
set in life consistent with our situation, and I 
am fully persuaded that since your poor father 
is obliged to remain so much longer abroad 
than he expected, that it would be deemed a 
most desirable thing by him to place you under 
my protection." 

" Perhaps it would," said Caroline confus- 
edly, '^ but indeed he told me it was better to 
wait." 

" True, for he wished me to pay off the 
mortgage ; and if you desire the moa^v of 
which I speak should be so appropriawL it 
may.'' ^\ ' 

** He wished me to bmg you ^ ^^t«»k> 
Charles. " 
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"Aliis! your portion is already paid, 
whatever beside he may be pleaspd to bei 
on ua can be given id the way he wishes 
judges best. Caroline, if indeed you love 

" It is a serioua question ; I must reco 
all that my father said, and all I have ■ 
thought, and gather from such recollections i 
ought to bo my answer." 

Charles, with a look of fond entreaty, 
tened from lier to her molher, with whom 
own was then sealed, and having expla 
his important and interesting errand, earni 
eugnged ihem to support him ; a promise ei 
secured j for his mother, believiug that al 
did which was right originated in his lov( 
Caroline, was natnrutly impatient to put a 
on his better resolutions, and Mrs. Elphinst 
rejoiced to find that he could marry her da 
ter with that eclat to be expected of a Ra* 
worth, thought it could never take place 
better time. 

But whilst these conclusions were ma: 

in the dressing-room of Mrs. Elphinstone, 

rolino, as she slowly paced the conservat 

recalling ihe words and looks of her fal 

and the conduct of her mother since his 

sence, saw clearly that it was her duty to < 

his wishes, and follow his advice, rather ' 

her own inclination to oblige her lover, wl 

" pleaded reasons" wete MAU. vvu^ia^ in 

ear, and agitating \\et \\eai^, ?>V« e-(«\i.<w 

'* was wroDg that Vie aVio\i\i\vw»B'&w& \ 

ber, at so eafly a petVod, to foio^o <o» 

of Iier father; but »Vv6WW^'*«*'"'''^' 
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saw him, and listened to him, she had not the 
power to refuse him, and she therefore dcter- 
miDed to throw herself on his generosit}' on the 
one hand, by entreating him to be silent on the 
subject six months longer, and to promise him, 
on the other, that at the end of that time, with 
her father's consent, she would marry him, al- 
though she would then want nine months of 
completing her minority. 

When Caroline proceeded to her mother's 
boudoir, she found three pleaders to contend 
with, instead of one— each declaring ^* that 
she held their happiness in her hands,'' each 
beseeching her to do that to which her heart 
prompted her, and which her father (literally 
speaking) had permitted her. When she ob- 
tained the power of being heard, and made the 
proposition she conceived calculated to recon- 
cile the dictates of her love and duty, Charles 
appeared overwhelmed . by despair, and his 
mother by chagrin, whilst her own denounced 
her conduct as that ^* of a cruel and cold-heart- 
ed being, utterly incapable of feeling love, and 
therefore of appreciating the generous passion 
she had unfortnnately inspired." 

But whatever was the assailing storm with- 
out, it was far short of that within — '' the heart 
knoweth its own bitterness, and a stranger 
doth not intermeddle with its joy." From her 
earliest years, to comfort and solace those 
around her had been the very life of life to 
Caroline, and it had required all Vhe ^owet of 
her father in directing' Viet ^4^^'a.>Aow^ v^ «x 
boaods to the amiable pV\aV\Y\\.^ «ii^ x«iJci^>axk^- 
9d geaerosity of her tempw, wid^ ^^ \ftwi»>^^^^ 
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her the necessity of practising at times severer 
duties. She felt therefore that there was a 
claim for self-denial in this case, that called 
for her utmost effort, and she remained silent- 
ly struggling with her own heart, and praying 
for light that she might see her duty, and 
strcngtli that she might perform it, until her 
mother had exhausted her terms of reproach, 
and Charles himself began to defend her from 
the charge of obstinacy and unkindness, which 
she had lavishly bestowed. 

'' In six months you will positively marry me 
you say, Caroline ?" 

^' Certainly, if my father consents, and in 
that time, or less, I can hear from him — without 
such consent, I could not marry you till I was 
of age, because I wish to act agreeable to his 
advice,*^ 

*^ So then you scorn the advice of your mo- 
ther. Miss Elphinstone — a mother who is per- 
haps at this very moment your only parent." 

" God forbid ! — if, however, I am so un- 
happy as to have lost my father, surely you i 
would not think it proper to celelyate my mar- ! 
riage the sooner on that account ?" ' j 

Mrs. Elphinstone burst into a fit of hysteric i 
tears, declaring, that to mention the possibility ! 
of her husband's death under the present dread- ' 
ful circumstances in which she was placed, wai 
an act of unequalled barbarity ; and she warn- 
ed her nephew against ever entering into a mar-l j 
rjHge connexion wU\\ a Vie^xX ^o Wc^^w^ t^^vooi J 
as that of Caroline. Mrs.'R^^^xa^w^ «:!U«Xft^ 
herself to soolh her «\sl©t,«^Tv^^^^ ^^^^w^^fiw 
hocame calm enough \o as^^AV^x ^;«v^\ftx v* 
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calmer tone, and began by informing her, '' that 
her nephew's impatience was perfectly natural, 
because the apathy she evinced towards him kept 
him in continual fear that his love was not re- 
turned, and since," she added, ** you are going 
into those gay scenes wliere you will be sur- 
rounded by new faces, how does he know what 
may occur ! how can he trust you ?" 

<* I will not go to York, I will stay with my 
aunt Ravensworth, or old Lady Hanwell." 

*• Ridiculous ! you who are so doatingly fond 
of sacred music, and know that the world never 
furnished so high a treat before — not go ! it is 
really absurd." 

*' I would much rather not go than give my 
cousin Charles one uneasy moment — and I re- 
peat it, I will not go, I will not promise more 
of tenderness than I have evinced, nor more of 
constancy, but I can and will withdraw from 
all occasion of reproach." 

As Caroline spoke these words, her long-, 
harassed spirit found relief in lears, and sh^ 
withdrew from the party, leaving all ashamed 
that they had grieved her, and almost afraid 
that they had offended her spirit, gentle as it 
was, beyond forgiveness. Charles, heartily re- 
gretting that he had ever mentioned the matter 
to his aunt, withdrew in great vexation, but con- 
soled himself by riding over to a late dinner at 
Lord Appleby*s, and his mother finding all at- 
tempts for the present impraclxc^ViV^, Vi.>3 "^Vvv^^ 
she sought to reconcile Mrs. YA\kVC\w%\.o\i^\ftNN^^^ 
daughter, returned home lo ivxtOA\i»X% o"^ "^^ 
past, and /bar for the future, 

n 



CHAPTER IX. 



A VERY few days saw the aunt and nephew 
the best of friends, for he could not abstain 
from visiting the Oaks, and she was anxious to 
inquire about the party at Lord Appleby's, the 
arrangements of her neighbours for exhibitiDg 
their gayest equipages at York, and the means 
to be taken for securing accommodations, which 
were understood to be extremely difficult. 

Charles Ravensworth was one of those young 
men who are never so happy as when they are 
put in motion, and his late disappointment va- 
nished from his mind as he received his aunt's 
commissions to *^ procure lodgings at York} 
inspect her new liveries then making there, 
and take care to place her in every respect on 
the footing which became his family.'^ This 
was a memento never forgotton in Mrs. Elphin- 
stone's calculations, which was the more remark- 
able, because she well knew that her husband's 
family was as good as her own, that he had 
taken her portionless, and lost a great deal of 
money by her family — but as the extreme deli- 
cacy of her husband, neither by look nor word| 
had ever reminded her of these facts, it was 
perhaps natural that they should slip ber me- 
mory. She was indeed (in every sense of the 
word) extremely yomig o^ Vi^t ^«&^ «ad her 
tMm% of thought bad not y«x «mN^« 
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With respect to Caroline, a' dignified silence 
was observed by her mother, which therefore 
left her free to act, and she had pursued her 
intention of making an engagement to spend 
the week of the festival with Lady Hanwell, who 
took it so kindly of her, that once made, it 
would 'have been unpardonable to break it. 
Mrs. Elphinstone scarcely believed, even to the 
last moment, that it would be fulfilled, but she 
did not interfere by a word to prevent it, until 
she saw the old lady's coach waiting at the door 
for her daughter, and the daughter herself, with 
an air of equal courtesy, humility, and affection, 
waiting to bid her adieu. 

" And so you really prefer spending your 
time with a deaf woman of eighty, who cannot 
have a single soufto look in upon her, to ac- 
companying your own mother to the kind of 
amusement you affect to love so much." 

*'I have never said so — I offered to remain 
on Chrirles's account in the first place, and you 
suffered me to make an engagement which I 
cannot break — indeed I have no dresses proper 
for such an occasion." 

'* That is very true, and it is now irremedia- 
ble, so good morning, child ; I wish you well 
through your task." 

** As Mrs. Elphinstone spoke she took Caro- 
line's hand kindly, and kissed her cheek — a 
change s/o dear to the affectionate heart of her 
daughter, that she departed in comparative 
happiness, though some thoughts would linger 
on Charles and the festival. Far different 
were the feelings of her motViet •, s\v^ ^^%%«^vr 
ble that she had acted unWmdVY \iiN«^x^% ^«^ 
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only child — the child whose affectionate 
tions relieved her from every care, and si 
her with every pleasure, and who was tl 
beloved daughter of that excellent husbs 
whom she was indebted for every bless 
existence. 

LTudcr the impression now given to her 
Mrs. Elphinstone surveyed the splend: 
dress which had arrived from Bond-stn 
evening before, with a tristc, dissatisfii 
and even entered her carriage without pi 
ing how well the coachman, postillion, ai 
riders looked in their new clothing. On 
ing at Ravensworth, her spirits were rz 
little, by perceiving the beautiful new c 
and white horses waiting for her nephe 
the handsome coach in which his mothj 
then seating herself, with its four noble I 
she was satisfied that the **IIair' had 
sent GUI a more respectable cavalcade. 

But her appearance alone soon tun 
that appeared joyous into vexation and 
Charles had never allowed himself to I 
that Caroline could be left behind, and 1 
deed calculated un driving his fair cous; 
the ancient city, in the style of a con< 
being indeed fully persuaded, that sin 
days when 

" York's head did overlook the gates of Yorl 

80 handsome a couple as himself and C 

had never passed Micklcgate Bar, B 

tisfied that she was so disposedi oi «^ \ 

attaiDRhle^ (for all tVie coutWryVveV^^i 

Dieni with this aged lady sacx^d^ > 
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with an air of determined sullenuess into his 
carriage, not deigning to address a word to 
either mother or aunt. Tiio former, not only 
grieved by the absence of her neice, but alarm- 
ed lest the Major should visit Lady Hanweil, 
and renew his addresses at a time when Caroline, 
harassed, and perhaps irritated, might be in- 
clined to listen to him, set out full of the most 
heart-corroding care. 

Those who saw these thrco carriages on the 
road in their gay trappings, and aware of their 
destination, would undoubtedly, in many cases, 
envy the well dressed, fine looking persons 
they saw within, but few would have exchanged 
their own sensations for the ill humour and 
disappointment visible in the fine features of 
the youth who dashed so furiously forward, as 
if to lose his feelings in his speed — nor willingly 
have entered on the vain regrets, and uneasy 
solicitude of the two mothers, who followed him 
in so much state and splendour. 

Mrs. Elphinstone, whose emotions of every 
kind were generally temporary, recovered her 
spirits when sho found herself in narrow streets 
wedged in with carriages, and swarming with 
that new-found population which inevitably pro- 
duces confusion. It was the stimulant for which 
she had sighed a long time in vain, and at the mo-* 
ment when she alighted at the Swan, and perr 
ceived heads above and around her, proj.ected 
on all sides to gaze upon and admire her, she 
felt perhaps glad that her daughter was left at 
home. Mortification soon followed this mo- 
mentary fr/umph, for Char\cs,\l'w^%fewoi^>\v'^^ 
already left the house, (whet^ Vv^ \\%j\ w^vw'^^^ 

H 2 
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accommodatioD for himself,) and his servant 
remained to conduct the ladies to those lodgings 
previously taken for them. 

As, however, every one was now crowding to 
the Cathedral, they agreed to go thither, after 
taking some slight refreshment, and greatly 
lamenting the defection of their sole ciceroiu; 
and it is certain that Mrs. Elphinstone, with the 
want she now felt of her husband, mingled self- 
reproach, for having thought of him too little 
of late. She was, however, happy in soon 
meeting with friends, and was not a woman 
likely to need the attentions of kindness and 
politeness long. A very short time served to 
place them in honourablo and conspicuous sitiHh 
tions, amid the aristocracy of their native 
country, and the fashionable strangers brought 
from the south to an entertainment so novel 
and magnificent. 

Mrs. Elphinstone now perceived her nephew 
in the opposite part of the newly erected gal- 
lery to that in which she sat. He was engaged 
in earnest conversation (if such a term couU 
be applied to his desultory observations) with 
a fine looking woman dressed in a white satin 
pelisse, highly ornamented. The *' who could I 
she be ?" occupied her wholly ; but she was not 
rendered the better satisfied, when, after set- 
ting every possible engine of inquiry at work, 
she learnt that the lady was a bride and on 
her way to Paris. That her name had been 
Buchanan, but she was now the wife of the 
Honourable Frederic Nugent, who had married *i 
her contrary to the wishes of the Earl his fa- , 
ther, and thougVit \l ac\\\^^^\A^ \.o %^^\A "^^nm 
years on the contineiiX. 
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*' I am glad she is married," said Mrs. £1- 
phinstone to herself, ^^ for then Charles cannot 
be drawn in to loving her o^ai'n," such being 
in truth the innocency and singleness of heart 
possessed by a woman whose vanity, petulance, 
and extravagance, were unallied with one 
thought that could derogate from conjugal 
affection, and who, loving but one man from 
very childhood, had adopted the most roman- 
tic ideas of the constancy required in love. We 
have already said, that the casual mention of 
a flirtation with this lady had offended her det'ply 
the preceding year, and this fault again rose 
strongly on her mind as a terrible reality, be- 
cause she perceived the object to be handsome 
and attractive. 

At the ball in the evening" Charles was still 
seen paying his devoirs to the fair bride, but he 
also danced with a very young and pretty girl, 
said to be lately enriched by a bequest from her 
godmother, and whose every movement in this 
gay circle was evidently watched with no little 
interest by an aunt, who was her chaperone, and 
a brother, who had been a fellow-student of 
Charles's at Oxford, but was by no means de- 
sirous of renewing his acquaintance. 

The second day Charles was not seen at the 
church, and as they understood that Mr. and 
Mrs. Nugent departed on that day, it was con* 
eluded that he spent a part of it with them ; 
but it was not till the following thjit he resum-> 
ed his usual manners to his aunt« or even paid 
her the most common attentions. She flattered 
herself that this arose from his sense of a 
speedy return to CaroUtie a^ecV!\w^ \v«i xws^^ 
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agreeably, but as he not only danced with hii 
former partner, Miss Dalryniple, but paid her 
the most unceasing attentions, (notwithstanding 
his most intimate friends were around him,) 
she was obliged to abandon this idea, and con- 
sider her nephew as possessing a most revenge- 
ful temper, and seeking to wound and insult 
her, or as being of a fickle, coquetish temper, 
and in either case unworthy of that daughter 
whose virtues her absence taught her to esti- 
mate properly. 

Whilst the mother had thus been passiog 
the days devoted to pleasure in a state of fe- 
verish anxiety, self-reproach towards herself, 
and irritation towards others, Caroline, in her 
friendly attempts " to rock the cradle of de- 
clining age," had experienced the highest gra- 
tification. Knowing that Lady Hanwell had 
always the welfare of children at heart, she 
had taken that opportunity of arranging a little 
present of books, maps, and drawings, for her 
younger cousins in Devonshire, into which the 
good old lady had entered with gr^at zeal, not 
only advising what to procure, but assis|JDg by 
any part of her own stock, and on the ev!||iiig 
of the second day she proposed, ** that «iey 
should rise early and go to York to comnete 
their purchases, and afterwards go to the Cathe- 
dral.'' '' It will be impossible for you to Bear 
the fatigue, itiy dear ma'am." 

" By no me.ans — my a^e Is ' a lusty winter, 
frosty f but kindN ,' 1 cawuox \Yv^ft^^ >a^^x ''^^ 
pomp and circumstance' o^ s\\o>w, ^.\i^ >\v^ \^- 
ilgue of dress, bull cs.xi V>o\\v Vv^ax ^x^e^ v^^ ^ 
oratorio, my dear chWd, ^W^iowx. \w>^vv^^ ^ 
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From this circumstance Caroline had enjoy- 
ed in unwitnessed emotion those soul-entrancing 
sounds, which arose to the praise of the Re- 
deemer, in the noblest temple which human 
hands have raised to his name. It is true there 
were times when, as her enraptured spirit re- 
turned to earth, her eye darted round in the 
search of him, on whose fine features and grace- 
ful form she doubted not that many were then 
gazing, and could not forbear to anticipate the 
pleasure which would light up his countenance 
should he behold her thus unexpectedly. This 
pleasure was, however, denied to her ; she did 
not see any of her own family party, which was 
no wonder in so great a crowd, more especially 
as Lady Han well withdrew before the conclusion 
of the oratorio, and they were a mile or two 
on the road homeward, before the time came, 
which might have shown her Charles apparently 
making love to the young heiress — her mother 
in anger, and her aunt in sorrow. 

Nor did she alone escape trouble by this act 
of se.lf-denial, and temporary absence from him 
she had so long held to be her " bosom's lord ;** 
for she gained by it the time necessary for re- 
collecting her duties, examining her power of 
fulfilling them under the influence sO fasciuating«'' 
and of late so all-engrossing, and it will not be 
surprising that she found much to regret in her 
past conduct, of neglect and indifference on 
points of sacred importance. Deeply did she 
blame herself for having loved, *' wot ^l^^V^j^ 
but too wellf^^ and fully d\A ^\ve \^'&c\n^ \si \i.^^ 
with that tenderness w\i\cVv ^^s^^^^ 0a^\7v.OKC«^^ 
of her affection, more of tV\«X ^xmxv^^^^^^ ^^^'^ 
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she might be blamed where she was not ui 
stood, btit which would eventually give sol 
to her own character, and she trusted sup] 
to that of her lover. 

Under these views of her duty, it was a j 
satisfaction to Caroline to find that she was 
unhappy in her absence from Charles on 
occasion than she had been before — that 
might indeed be called more *' the mistre 
herself" than she had been since the time \ 
her acquaintance with her cousin was rene 
and she trusted that she was now attaining 
state of steady affection, confidence, and fri 
ship, which her father had depicted as 
stituting the happiness of married life. W 
these things were passing her mind, a 1 
from her father, but addressed to her mo 
was placed in her hands, and such was 
anxiety it awakened, that the feelings ol 
daughter more resembled those usually att 
ted to love, than any which she at this 
experienced for her consin. 

With this letter in her hand Caroline retu 
to her own home somewhat sooner than sh' 
tended, after taking a most aHectionate 1 
of her kind entertainer, who could not he! 
gretting, in the moment of her adieus, that 
good and so clever a. girP' (such being the h 
ly phrases of her day) *' should not pref 
excellent a man as her nephew to Ch 
Ravensworth, who," she added with a mou 
air, ^^ is yet to be \r\eA, poov V>c>'^' ?^ 

The words " poor \io^'' Xivou^V V^x ^ 

term *^ foolish boy'' loCatoWwe'^^t^vft^Ts 

ttad as not even a\\ bet patV\^\\\.^ ^^^^^ 
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her from knowiug that there was more of the 
boy in her beloved Charles than even the early 
age of two-and-twenty warrants, her pride was 
a little wounded from the impeachment given 
to her judgement by her preference, and she 
could not fail to see that such a companion as 
the Major, or her own father, must to an im- 
partial person throw Charles far into the back 
ground. She tried to forget the comparison 
fuggestcd by Lady Hanwell's words, but then 
the observation *^ he is yet to be tried" annoyed 
her, for she knew that he had been tried, and 
*' found wanting." 

Mrs. Elphinstone returned, the day after the 
festival, from York, looking very pale, complain- 
ing of extreme fatigue and exorbitant charges, 
but with the utmost affection of manner towards 
h^r daughter, whom she clasped to her bosom, 
and designated *' her only consolation" — in 
such a moment it was delightful to offer her 
another of so much moment as a letter from her 
husband. 

Mr. Elphinstone wrote in better spirits than 
he had done before, but he was now at a great 
distance, being south of Moscow, and still bu- 
sily employed in labours that rose " like Alps 
on Alps,** he had however been so far rewarded, 
as to have received nearly fourteen thousand 
pounds, which he had remitted to England for 
his sister's use, considering that even if no larg- 
er share arose to her, the younger children would 
have secured the me?Lii^ ^t ^'i.N^w^^^s^^xjXv^^^^svvk 
respectable pTofessvon. ^ ^ ^^ 

« My dear CaroWue?^ 'O^^^^^'^^^V' ^?^^^^ 
know, excuse me f ot Viv^\xi% v\v>a.^ '^^^'^^^''^^ 
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fatherless aad the widow in the first place, and 
will be aware that I have a prospect of soon 
realizing an equal sum in her behalf. As she 
knew my wishes respecting the time of her mar- 
riage, I feel assured that they will prove as im- 
perative with her as those commands which, on 
the point of such a long and affecting parting,! 
had not the courage to issue, but which every 
reflection on the subject tells me it was my duty 
to enforce. I have, however, all due considera- | 
tion for Charles, and will gladly shorten the \ 
period of his probation, if he continues to merit 
your eulogiums. I grieve to find you have 
been unwell from the severity of the weather, 
a trouble in which I can truly sympathize. ^ I 
wish much that you would spend the ensuing 
winter at Paris, by which means you would 
probably escape the cold which affected you, 
and be much nearer to me." 

*^ If my present agent at Smolensko does his 
duty, I shall have no occasion to return thither 
^r to Petersburgh, but will travel by land in the 
snow season, and join you in France — think of 
this, my dear, and lose no time in giving me the 
result of your consideration.^' 

In Mrs. Elphinstone's opinion consideration 
was wholly unnecessary — the scheme was de- 
lightful, she approved of it beyond every plan 
that could have been suggested, for filling ap 
the long, long time, which must still elapse be* 
fore the return of the best and dearest man wo- 
man was ever blessed V\x\v. C^toXvoi^i^NaV^NrMt 
/lerself much pleased V\\\vxVie\\vow^v& oUvtv*^ 
ling, could not, Viowevet,ioT\i^^T\.o^^^^'^^^^ 
dear mother, you see xViviX \ ^^* t\^^^ v^ 
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« 

marrying Charles ?" on which she was answered 
with, 

'* Right ! to be sure you were right — in my 
opinion Charles Ravensworth and you." — 

Mrs. Elphinstone suddenly checked herself 
when on the point of saying, *^ Charles Ravens- 
worth and you will never come together," and 
she would like to have added, ^* for he is not 
worthy of you," but the remembrance she had 
of his earnest desire to go to Paris prevented 
'' her, as she foresaw that in fulfilling his wishes 
she should confirm the engagement betwixt her 
daughter and him. They would be thrown 
continually together, and Caroline rendered so 
exclusively his companion, that the disposition 
he had in her own opinion evinced of a weak 
fickleness, or a despicable coquetry, could not 
be developed, and she might therefore, after 
this long trial, marry a man to whose disposi- 
tion she was a stranger, in a point that could 
not fail to ruin her happiness. It was to her 
evident, that although her nephew ardently ad- 
mired her daughter whilst he was basking in her 
smiles, and amused by her conversation, yet 
that if he followed the bent of his inclination 
by spending the winter in London or Paris, he 
would forget, his engagement, dishonour his 
name, offend Mr. Elphinstone beyond forgive- 
ness, and of course grieve and mortify poor 
Caroline in the most cruel manner. Yet surely 
It was better that all this evil should take place 
tbao an union for life with a m^xi ctv.^"^^ ^^ 
so acting? better far to pan vjXxVi axv \yw«^^"^^ 
lover la the morning of Yrfe, ^V\\\^^^ ^\\V^o\\»«* 
«1K tender parents and afflweuX caxca^x»sX«»k.« 
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than to experience in its evening the coldr 
neglecty the cruelty of unkindness, from a 
dering husband ? 

Unhappily this did not enter Mrs. E 
stone's mind — she regarded marriage as 
nacea for infidelities of the heart. Slie 
lected herself as the giddy girl whose affe 
had been given to one man only, and fore 
how many bawbles had since then divide 
affections with him, remembered only he 
tirely she loved him at the present mom 
how much her daughter resembled hin 
therefore concluded that the same happy 
would be produced by the marriage o 
daughter with a nephew said to resenib 
aunt in every respect. 

*' Besides — had she not always set her 
on this marriage ever since her daughte 
born ? and would not their trip to Paris 1 
most delightful thing in the world, with C 
for their escort, his friends to be their frie 
Mr. Elphinstone to return laden with i 
and give away his daughter with his full 
sent, at the chapel of the English ambas 
who would himself be present with all tl 
bility of the country then in Paris, and 
French families of distinction ?" &c. 

This brilliant vision d<;termined the fate 

who was its principal object, and jMrs. E 

stone, after a much longer reverie than Ca 

ever remembered to have seen her in 

arose with a deletm\tia^\oxv \o >avvc>3 >^s^fe 

dillos of her nepView, N?\v^v\iGx ^t>cK« 

temper, or manaerS) \ti i^xo^oww^ ^^^"o 

related therefoie ber aAveuVxte^ Vxi x 
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dral and Ball-room, with mucn more spirit than 
she had felt on the subject before, and dwelt on 
the disappointment Charles had experienced in 
such a manner as to awaken Caroline's grati- 
tude. When, in her turn, she spoke of her 
own pleasure at the Cathedral, Mrs. Elphin- 
stone was in a state of evident anxiety, until 
she observed, that ^' her family must have been 
I just above her, as she did not get a glance of 
Mpny of them,'' when she became easy, and 
P^eally rejoiced in the pleasure her daughter had 
enjoyed. 

To send for Mrs. Ravensworth, and entreat 
her to accompany them to Paris — take the ad- 
vice of Miss Maitland as to their best mode of 
proceeding, and visit or invite, every creature 
in the neighbourhood who would listen to her 
account of the projected excursion, now occu- 
pied Mrs. Elphinstone day after day so entirely, 
that she forgot to notice the continued absence 
of her nephew, who remained in York more 
than a week after its temporary gayety was past. 
When, however, the news of their projected 
journey reached him, he lost no time in re- 
turning, and after expressing great approbation 
of their scheme, informed them that he had 
made an engagement with the young friend who 
had accompanied him from Oxford to go down 
the Rhine, but that he would take care to be at 
Paris previous to their arrival, and procure for 
them suitable apartments — " as he should^ with 
bis friend^ remain at an Hol^X, Vv^ ^\^^^ Nn>^^ 
mother to form one of their i^vcv\\^?^ 
This arrangement was exXxe«\^^^ i^.^^^-^^^ 
to Caroline, who always ^^^^^^^^^^ 
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valuable assistant, when she sought t( 
her mother's expenses, and she saw vej 
that it would be very difficult for her t( 
those bounds laid down by her father 
curtailing that general family establisl 
desired to keep up, and which her o 
tionate regard for many valuable old d 
rendered her equally solicitous to pre 
impaired. Whenever she ventured 
to her mother on these subjects, she v 
smilingly assured, '* that in Franc< 
could live for next to nothing, therefo 
thing at home might remain on the old 
or angrily told " not to tease her on th 
of accounts, which were things she al 
horred, and which Mr. Elphinstone 
mised she should not be troubled with 
In her necessary examination of tho 
seldom confided to so j^oung a woma 
rank of life, Caroline learnt to appr( 
value of that prudence which alone j 
manency to property, and brings in 
life those lessons of integrity which w 
too apt to consider in the light of a mo 
which ii is necessary to possess, but 
nient to expend. She had been accus 
the exercise of self-denial as it rega 
temper, by being taught Christian hi 
the most striking characteristic of her 
and knew from experience that '^ a so 
turneth away wralh " a.wd she had a^ 
same duly to the conXToVWxv^ o^ ^^cv« 
passion and roost am\a\Ae ^SeQ.\\ovvs» o 
when they sought to seAuee ^to\\\ \^ 
ciBO of her judgement aiv^ >^^^ ^^^ 
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she Strength necessary for lesser but more per- 
severing trials ? could she now resist the temp- 
tation to consent to expenses to which ihe was 
urged by the mot^her she fondly loved, the 
liberality inherent in her own disposition, the 
taste engrafted by her education, and the con- 
stant entreaties of a lover whom she was de- 
sirous to oblige on all possible points, because 
she had refused him in one she believed essen- 
^IM to his happiness ? 

Yes ! Caroline day by day resisted encroach- 
ments, regulated expenses, provided for the fu- 
ture without robbing the present — considered 
the wants of all, and without compromising the 
comforts of the dependant, and the respecta- 
bility of her family, yet contrived various 
means for rendering what might be saved in one 
part of her expenditure contributary to that 
which she clearly saw would be claimed by 
another. In thus managing her father's estab- 
lishment, she was necessarily led to consider 
that which would one day be her own, and she 
earnestly desired to know whether Charles had 
applied the sum of which he spoke as being in 
his possession to the payment of his debts — her 
spirit revolted at the idea of that thraldom, 
which she justly considered not less derogatory 
to the character of a gentleman, than indicative 
of a deficiency in moral character. This evil 
was also the less excusable in him, because the 
scrupulous exactness of his mother's conduct in 
all pecuniary obligations, and VW \os^wCkRx \^ 
which his own fortune liaA beeii \mv^^N^^ Vj 
her father and his guardians, covsXd V^x^ ^^^ 
o teach wisdom whilst \tco1afexT^al^i«^^'^'^* 

1 ^ 
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Charles was dow gone, and his mother, bo far 
as she could learn, was ignorant of the manner 
in which this money was applied, though she 
did not like to own that the son who appeared 
so open and ingenuous, had any concealment 
with her. After the arrival of one more letter, 
still dated from the south of Russia, the three 
ladies with two maids and two men only set out 
on this much desired journey, thinking it ad- 
viseable to procure French servants when they. 
became stationary. 

Caroline was delighted with the novelty of all 
around, but as she was the only one who could 
speak French fluently, (for Mrs. Ravensworth, 
though she understood it well, was too timid to 
try, and Mrs. Elphinstone had completely for- 
gotten the little she had ever known,) her situa- 
tion soon became one of considerable fatigue 
and difficulty. She could not forbear to think 
that Charles had not contrived his own route 
with due attention to the comfort of those so 
dear to him, and the fear of not finding him in 
Paris, where she was convinced she should be 
greatly imposed upon, and exceedingly embar 
rassed, tended to render the latter part of ! 
journey as unpleasant as the beginning n 
agreeable. 

Charles did not meet them — he had t?' 
no apartments — addressed no letters — b» 
hotel to which they drove really proved 
one, being that recommended by Mr. Ms 
and in a very short lime \,\\e'5 vjei\^ •"• 
settled as foreigners can \ie «»^\^ Vi 
several acquaintances bad c^iJ^eA. \i\ 
and two or three \etters oi \tvVcov 
French families of high ranV^ Vva^ tio\ 
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attended to in the most flattering manner, but 
had occasioned Mrs. Ravensworth to be recog- 
nized as the daughter of a gentleman who had, 
during the first years of the revolution, been 
the hospitable entertainer and generous assist- 
ant of several families of distinction, and she 
was herself recollected by several of the old 
noblessef as la belle petite, whom they had for- 
merly caressed. No wonder that the society 
into which she entered so pleasantly, and which 
is universally allowed to be so attractive, should 
dazzle and fascinate poor Mrs. Elphinstone to 
the utmost limits of her faculties. All around 
pronounced her charmante, and she, in return, 
considered them enchanting; the sights, the 
drives, the assemblies, the theatres, were all seen 
by her through a medium, which rendered that 
which was simply agreeable delightfully attrac- 
tive ; and as she was now never at a loss for 
companions of the most honourable and at- 
taching description, every hour of her life was 
given to amusement, save those which were de- 
voted to dress, which was itself to her a plea- 
sure of no little moment. 

With all the varieties and beauties of Paris 
Caroline was sfill more pleased than her mother, 
and her taste for painting rendered the Louvre 
alone a rich treat to her — her knowledge of the 
ancient and modern history of the city gave also 
a peculiar interest to many places in which the 
thoughtless eye found no memorial. As they 
had obtained excellent and extensive apartments 
in the Rue Rivoli, she had an opportunity of 
constantly enjoying tVie \Aft^'&v«^^ -^VCv^X^.^'of^^ 
to a solitary garden lamYAe, ox ^^^^ >«\v\^ ^^^ 
suit from witnessing, wvxVvxv ^ ^\v^^^ ^^\^^>'^Ji«* 
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gay population which communicates, as by a 
happy contagion, its own hilarity to those 
around it ; and the heart of Caroline, always 
open to the pleasures or pains of the lowliest ol 
her fellow creatures, often partook the joyous 
spirit, and apparently exhaustless humour, ex- 
hibited in the Boulevards. But yet a cloud 
too often sat on her breast, though it reached 
not to her brow ; for " where was Charles 1 
and why was his' poor mother so evidently un- 
happy, that even the gayety of this gay scene 

ij failed to enliven her ?" 

At length Charles and his companion arrived 
and Mrs. Ravensworth again looked happy; 
for Mrs. Elphinstone readily forgave his absence 
and his omissions, because she had ceased t( 
remember the vexation he had given her, anc 
was engaged in a circle too agreeable to requiri 
his presence for the perfecting of her engage 
ments. Caroline also admitted his excuses, be 
cause she implicitly believed that he had beoi 
much farther than he intended, had seen mucl 

ii more, and was of course that much the mon 

improved ; for like many other young personi 
who have good understandings, but of course 
little experience, she attached great value U 
travelling. Concluding, that *' homekeepin] 
youths have homely wits," she desired that th( 
man of her selection should enjoy every oppor 
tunity of rendering him equal or superior t< 
those around him, and remembering that the tW( 
Jnen whom she be\d to )ae xV^ >oe^\. vaXoxxaft 
and most polished persons \t V^^ >o^<i\i>a«t' 
to know, were traveWed laetv, eowcSxAa^ 
tursdly, (though probably ia\s^\y,^ ^^^vaX 
^ere much indebted to ib^x cucum^vw^^ 
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▼ery few interviews served to prove that Charles 
had more of the air of a man of the world than 
before ; his complexion was a little bronzed, his 
dress sirictly Parisian, and his conversation 
larded with those peculiar phrases, }$y which 
young Englishmen chose to render themselves 
a race of ^ exclusives' at that particular epoch 
— beyond these changes even the partiality of 
Caroline could see no alteration. 

But in those attentions he was wont to pay 
to her there was a great, perhaps a painful, dif- 
ference — the extreme delicacy of Caroline 
might have shrunk from the manner in which 
Charles was wont to sit silently gazing upon her, 
at home, or the animated anxiety he displayed 
in running after her from place to place, in or- 
der to present her the game he had killed, or 
solicit the song she had promised, but lurely 
there was a medium between devotion like that, 
and desertion like the present ? 

The cause was soon developed ; " Mr. and 
Mrs. Nugent were in Paris ; they were gay peo- 
ple, and gave parties, and all the world w;ent to 
their house in the Place Vendome" — but Mrs. 
Elphinstone had also her soiries — she was con- 
sidered not less fashionable for her beauty and 
naiveti — her lovely daughter, and even her 
handsome nephew, were spoken of in those 
terms of admiration the French alone know how 
to render palatable— why then were the visits 
given to Rue Rivolij those of minutes, to Place 
Vendome^ those of hours ^ 
Perhaps Mr. Nugent, i\ol\e&* \\«Si\\v^ V-wxV 
some wifcy knew why — at \\\s Vioxx^© ^^^^ ^"^ 
piay—unrestrained play, aw^ ^ vi\v\%v«^^ ^ 
ciccuJated, that, being suW uw^^x \?wa ^>aJ^ 



106 SELF-DENIAL. 

lure of his 'father, he found, through thb ne- 
dJum, that assistance to his finances which they 
greatly required. How far Charles was impli- 
cated in this * road to ruin' his mother did not 
know, for she saw, of course, little of him ; and 
as she rarely went out, though she coustantlj 
mixed in Mrs. Elphinstonn's parties at home, 
she was out of the way of hearing any thing by 
chance, since her name and presence imposed 
a restraint on those who might otherwise have 
prohably passed some comment on the conduct 
of a young man so renvirkable for his fine per- 
son, fine horses, and other fine appendages to 
fashion, by which he was already distinguished. 
Time passed so gaily with Mrs. ElphiDStone, 
that she started when told that March had ar- 
rived, and there were yet no letters from her 
husband announcing his approach. - This was 
alarming, not (;nly as it regarded his health and 
welfare, but tl.e state of her own funds, which 
Caroline declared to be nearly exhausted. She 
recollected with much vexation that many ex- 
tra, and, in fact, unjustifiable expenses, had 
• been contracted by her on condition of paying 
for them in this month, which was the one she 
had long considered as the period of Caroline's 
marriage, concluding that in the necessary ex- 
penditure of that momentous time, her own in- 
dulgences would be overlooked by Mr. Elphin- 
stone, on whose return she never calculated 
without considering him as laden with the gold 
and jewels of el-dorado. In consequence of 
these reflections she became alarmed, anxious, 
aDd fretful f pleaded mAvs^oWWAQTv, \yw^ ^\\w^^ %bft 
could not see the maiiy, aaw o\A^ >^^ i««.^^^^s» 
were indeed best wortYi see\t\^- 
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. Mrs. Elphiustono had lately formed an ac- 
quaintance with the family of the Marquis de 
who had married an English lady of high 
rank, a most amiable and very handsome wo- 
man, the mother of a son who was every thing 
the hearts of the parents could desire, and a 
lovely girl yet in her school days. This 
charming family had shown Caroline the kindest 
attentions, for she realized in their ideas all 
that the Marqilise approved in her own country- 
women, whilst she was by no means drficient 
in that grace of person, and elegance of man- 
ners, so generally held as the exclusive accom- 
plishment of the French gentlewoman. They 
therefore considered her worthy of being the 
model which their sweet Maritt could safely 
copy, and so much did their esteem increase 
for her, in consequence of increased intimacy, 
that even when it was perceived how much the 
young Count (their only and inestimable son) 
was pl(3ased with her, no diminution of their 
friendly attentions was perceptible. Tenderly 
attached to each other, liberal in all their ideas, 
professing tin; protrstant religion, for which the 
ancestors of the ?flarquis had fought and bled, 
in the field and on the scafFold, they made no 
objection to their son's union with an English- 
woman, whom thev understood to be of ancient 
family, and knew to be of virtuous and pious 
education. With the praiseworthy caution for 
which B'rench parents are remarkable, they 
determined to look on all sidf;s before their be- 
loved Frederic should commit himself by a for- 
mal avowal of his passion for quo they y^t a^- 
provei so entirely, and uivd^t >^v^^ei w^nn:^- 
stances the affair now stood. 



lOS 



CHAPTER X. 



The Ides of March were nearly past — no 
letters had arrived, and the troubles of Mn. 
Elphinstone, or rather those of her daughter, 
were fast increasing, when, one morning, at a 
much earlier hour than they usually saw him, 
Charles Ravensworth made his appearance. 

There was an air of joy and exultation in 
his countenance, such as he had seldom worn 
in Paris, where his manners were (perhaps 
necessarily) more artificial than at home, and 
his appearance of being thus himself was to 
Caroline delightful, almost affecting. She hoped 
in the first moment that he had brought letters 
from her father, but finding they were not pro- 
duced, concluded that he was come to urge 
even their absence as a reason for venturing to 
marry, since the six months she had mentioned 
were now passed completely. 

Paying, on his entrance, a merely passing 
smile to herself and his mother, he very pro- 
perly went up to the sofa on which his aunt 
was reclining, and made the usual inquiries de- 
manded by the situation of a professed invalid. 
Mrs. Elphinstone, after talking about her head, 
and her stomach, and every thing but her hearty 
where alone she felt the burden, obsenred, 
''that she had no hope of being better till she 
heard from Mr. Elphinstone." 

CAarles nodded, as laueV ^'i Vo ^'a:^^ ^'•Va^asr 
dcrstooil it all," then ^xA^LiiA, ^^^^W, Oev^^x ^^> 
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toy pretty aunty^ (a term of endearment ho 
used in the days of infancy, and occasionally 
in his days of courtship also,) l^adyday is come, 
and the rents will be fortlicomiirg from old 
Squaretoes Crowshaw, I doubt not — meantime, 
if the loan of a few hundreds will assist you to 
silence some of your parlez vous leeches, I have 
it at your service." 

•'My dear Charles, you are very kind—- 
nothing on earth could be more acceptable — 
Ah ! what a pocket-book full of English bills — 
where could you get them all ?" 

^'Won them all last night — a neat fifteen 
hundred — what do you say to that ?" cried he, 
displaying the bills with that proud delight, 
which had rendered it impossible to conceal his 
treasure. 

Mrs. Elphinstone started up, evidently as 
pleased as her nephew, whilst Caroline, pale, 
and trembling in every limb^ rushed forward, 
crying, 

*' You won that money, Charles ! impossible f 
how ? where 1 you could not win it.'' 

"I won it at the Palais Royal — not at Nu- 
gent*Sy upon my soul. No I I never win there^ 
but this will make amends for a dozen of my 
losses— and the pigeon is well feathered yet, I 
have not done with him." 

" Was this Charles Ravens worth, or a demon 
in his likeness ?" Caroline asked herself, '• or 
was he practising some jest upon. her?" he 
could not have forgotten the reality of his own 
losses, the assurances he had then made her, 
nor the information she had sltvc<& ih^i i\tsi% 
giyen htm of her father's ©x\)ec\.^xi\^xss» ^\jA^ 
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solutions, — *»nor could he (with so 
rosity and good temper) bo so cri 
volve another in those evils whi 
experience'haJ tau!;ht him to ostimj 
Oh ! no, no, Charles might be < 
might love her less, and pleasur 
might be misled, but he could no 
honourable as to forfeit his word- 
as to rush purposely to the sin he h 

Rapidly as these thoughts passe 
and trilled on her quiverinji: lip, yet 
were which assured her that tlie sc 
nessed was not a frightful drcnm, : 
length she found power to speak — i 

" You have renounced me for 
for that paltry sum you have fo 
claims on her who forgave you fr( 
of more than as many thousands.'' 

** You mistake the matter, child, 
Elphinstone, not regarding her word 
ed by the ghastly paleness of her 
and her bewildered air, '^ Charles 
money, not lost it.V 

'* Then has he committed the g. 

dear itiother, as you love me, as yt 

father, do not pollute yourself b} 

pound so obtained. I will part gb 

my trinkets, my library, I will bor 

for you, I will do any thing, ever; 

you must not, cannot form any co 

one who has forfeited youi V\\\^V 

dence, your daughter** ^ttectXoii— 

.taust never, never see m^WmJ*' 

^udi as Mrs. ElpVuusXouQ xw 
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borrow the bills already in her hand, ridiculous 
as sho deemed the conclusion of Caroline that 
winning was as great a sin as losing, she yet 
felt awed by the deep seriousness and intense 
agitation with which she spoke, and laying them 
upon the table before her nephew, she said, 

" Pray,- Charles, explain all this — have you 
made some kind of solemn prowisc thiit you 
would never play again to Caroline and her 
father V 

'• Solemn promise ! not I indeed — 1 believe I 
never did any thing solemn in my life. I know 
Caroline did once talk to me about the matter, 
and tell me a long speech of her father's, to which 
of course I assented, as one does upon such oc- 
casions. I won't say thr)t I didn't promise to be 
a naughty boy no more. But, bless my life ! 
could a young follow like me bo trammelled in 
an old man's leadin^^-strings ? You must be 
aware that I live like the rest of the world, and 
if Caroline did not know it too, more the pity." 

Whilst Charles spoke, the eyes of Caroline, 
which were the only features that spoke of life, 
were rivetted upon him, not in anger, but sorrow, 
and as if endeavouring to catch one word, to 
read one expression, on which she could build 
anew that vision of hope so rudely and unex- 
pectedly crushed. But no — not one change of 
hue indicated a sense of shame, not one word 
spoke uf contrition — a cold, hard heart, a scared 
conscience, a weak mind, and alienated or ez- 
tluguished affections, vrete «\\ ^>ftaN. ^^ ^-os^.^ 
read in that countenauce ^V\\Ocv ^^V-^.^^-^^ 
considered to be the miiioT o^ ^i«^^ w^— ws 
€Josed ber oycs, as if to \o^e Y\te^>:^^^^^^^^'^ 
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together, and, with one deep convulsive 8ob| 
sunk upon the sofa her mother had quitted with 
such different emotions. 

Caroline did not recover her senses until me- 
dical aid was obtained, when she was removed 
to her own bed, and became sensible that her « 
aunt was weeping bitterly beside her. She was ] 
aware that she l^ad been bled, which accounted 
for the absence of her mother, but yet, as by 
degrees recollection was restored to her, she be- 
came fearful that her mother would compromise 
what she ji>>ily deemed the honour of the fami- 
ly, by accepting pecuniary help from Charles; 
therefore she inquired " where she was ; and 
whether Mr, Ravensworth had left the house 1'' 

The Mr, liavensicorth fell with a chilling io- 
fiuence on the ear and heart of the unhappy 
mother, who replied, " that her son had been 
rendered so exceedingly wretched by seeing 
the condition to which his discovery had reduc- 
ed her, that it was impossible to leave him for a 
moment without some person lyho had influence 
over him, and as she had been more accustomed 
to the cares of a sick bed than her sister, each 
had taken charge of the other's child, in this 
hour of affliction." 

Caroline pressed the hand of her aant tmi- 
derly ; she felt what was due to the suffering 
mother, and tried to arrange her thoughts .]& 
silence, which she was the better able to pre- 
serve, because it had been strongly insisted qpen 
by her medical adviser , k\a.s\ i^^ \\vcfi?3\x.'««fcp \ 
in soon superseded any bene-ikcvaX ^^^^\» ^wS*, 
edfrom this silence, for som^^w^ ^«t«i^^V«<| 
ful images rapidly ar"»mg>ieiox^\v^^^vsA^«S 
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each depicted so vividly, and in itself so dis- 
tressing, that she earnestly wished to arise and 
rush into any place where a change of scene 
could be presented, that might by possibility, 
change tho current of her thoughts, which were 
all distracting. 

It will be evident to every reader that Caro- 
line bad been in some degree already weaned 
from Charles by his late carelessness — they may 
also conclude, and justly, that as they were in 
fact an ill-assorted couple, distinct in principles, 
taste, and pursuits, she would not experience 
the loss in him which a woman would do whose 
lover was more worthy of her. These remarks 
unquestionably apply to a more advanced state 
in her situation, but at the first moment (more 
especially as it happened to be one of hope and 
exultation) the blow fell us severe as it could 
do ; for amputation is alike terrible, whether it 
severs the morbid limb or the sound. 

Frequently would her thoughts revert to the 
death-bed of poor Lucy Maiiland, and she 
would picture in her mind the nature of those 
sufferings she might have felt, had she been 
called up to view that glowing cheek withering 
beneath the icy hand of disease — that manly 
form stretched on the couch of suffering and 
death. Then would tears of tenderness fall 
like dew on her fevered cheek, and she would 
feel as Christian lovers must feel, the vast di& 
ference between yielding up an heir of immor- 
tality to the heaven n»V\\c\\ ^.^^\\.^ Xvwsv^ ^sc^^ 
resigning a guilty but sl\\\ \otv?; \vxi\ ^^^^^5^^-^^ 
Joved being, to that vorlex o? «ivev ^\A ^^^^^'^ 
which must finally ovetw\vc\xa >cam. ^-"^ '^"^ 

G % 
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moments Caroline felt as if it were still faer 
duty to reclaim him as her own from the 
tempters that surrounded him, to hold, though 
with a feeble grasp, the little that remained of 
her power, and continue still to stru^le and 
to hope for the rescue of her infatuated victim. 

But then, the remembrajice of her promise 
to her father, his pressing adjuration, his sound 
judgement, and bdnevolent disposition, never 
severe, save in the cause of virtue, forbade her 
to retract her sentence — she could not bring 
* his gray hairs with sorrow to the grave' — 
still less (if she were fated to behold him no 
more) could she dare to meet him before the 
judgement-seat of God, disobedient to his latest 
injunction — allied to that infamy he most 
loathed. — 

A day and a night had passed — Caroline 
now slowly paced her chamber, apparently in 
deep meditation, but in fact more busied with 
repressing the risings of sorrow and the memo- 
ry of past pleasures, than in listening to the 
suggestions of reason. The afflicted find relief 
in motion, the fatigue of the body meliorates 
the vivid acuteness of grief, probably by the 
languor it imposes; and whilst poor Caroline 
dragged' along her wearied steps, with the air 
of one who had suffered from a month's sick- -. 
ness, she yet begun a little to recover that 
mental strength which was hor only remedy. 
The moment this was reported by her attend- 
antSf Mrs, Ravensworth -dwd ^Vi%. ILV^VlvcaI^mm 
hastened to her apartment. :» 

"Dear Caroline," said \\xe xno^Jiaw^^^^^ 
^oJIy it is for vou to fret youxtieVi Xo ^^^Vii -^ 
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tint manner! If you have really broken off for 
ever with Charles Ravensworth, surely you 
should be thinking of other things than being 
ill and miserable, knowing as you do, that I 
gave up his money to oblige you, but the fact 
is, that I am so much distressed for it at this 
very moment, and he makes such a piece of 
work too, that, on the whole, I think it would 
be better to make it up with him — not but he 
is excessively to blame in other points, as I 
can assure you, and my sister knows." 

** Spare me, dear mother — I never wish to 
hear of his faults.*' 

" Then will you, Caroline, hear of his sor- 
row his love his regret 7^^ said Mrs. Ravens- 
worth. 

'* No, my dear aunt, since I can hear nothing 
which can alter the promise I made to my fa- 
ther, and which my own judgement fully accords 
with — if he repents, so much the better for 
himself — may God forgive him — if he loves" — 

Caroline's voice faltered, and she was too 
much affected to proceed. Mrs. Ravens worth 
perceived that she still loved — that neither the 
suggestions of duty, reason, or indignation, had 
obliterated that tender regard which in infan- 
cy *grew with her growth and strengthened with 
her strength,* and in maturity had become in- 
deed her ^ ruling passion,* though she retain- 
ed tiie power to contrv)l it. She seized the mo- 
ment when she beheld hei: ihxx^ ^ci^\ft\!i^^kv^^<^^^^R^. 
Id the strongest colouis xVi© ^^%V^vk ^1 V'k^ v^j^n 
and her own dread of t\\© ^l^^VCv^^ c^xvs.^^?^^^ 
COM arising to a man of \ua ^xfti^vvv ^^^^^^^^f 
reckless disposition, \f Vk« ^^^^ ^^\^^v^^^^ 
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hope of her future forgiveuess. Caroline 
deeply moved by the picture drawn of his 
feriijgs ; but when, at length, Mrs. Ravensw^ 
added, that jealousy^ was amongst the num 
she hastily wiped her te-irs, and repelled ^ 
warmth the possibility of bringing against 
an accusatiou so foreign to her manners 
conduct. 

**It is nevertheless natural for him to 
pect you," said Mrs. Elphinstone, without h 
ing up. 

** He believes fully," cried Mrs. Rav 
worth, *' that you will marry the young C< 

de , and the bare idea plunges him ini 

kind of phrensy — he says himself ' that \ 
utterly unworthy of you, that years will 
atone for the negligence with which he 
treated you, and the manner in which he 
abused your father's confidence, to say not! 
of those greater faults for which you jt 
condemn him.' Yet such is the anguish of 
heart, when he considers you as the wife of 
other — it is so ungovernable, so insupporta 
that would you once more see him, 1 am i 
you must pity him — ^you must think, that g 
as his faults are, his punishment is more I 
commensurate." 

Mrs. Ravensworth spoke herself with all 

warmth of a widowed mother's agonized 1 

ings, pleading for an only son, and for wh 

though she had suffered mwcV, sVv^ ^^"^ tea 

betrayed into strong ex^tessXow. C^xcJ{\w^ 

tenderly loved her, an(\ V.vi^w \vo^ V 

o^uat be the conflict w\Oa\u, vj\vv^\^^^^ 

^ovo her, was hersAf mucVv ^Se^^^^i^ 
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p«cially when the words were repeated, which 
proved that Charles duly estimated her father. 
Her sense of what she owed to her father and 
herself were unmoved^ but her heart, * still 
turning like the needle to the pole/ was will- 
ing to do all within her power to soothe the 
minds of both Charles and his mother (whose 
anxiety was, in fact, far, very far beyond his 
own.) Under this impression she took the 
hand of Mrs. Ravensworth, and kindly press- 
ing it, said, " you may tell your son that Caro- 
line will not add to his affliction by marrying 
any other man — he will rely upon my word, 
for he knows that J hold promises sacred." 

'* Thanks ! ten thousand thanks." cried Mrs. 
Ravensworth, bursting afresh into tears, and 
rushing out of the room. 

*< Hold, hold," cried Mrs. Elphinstone, " tell 
him that Caroline will not marry until he is 
himself engaged — ^you must, sister, see the com- 
mon sense of thb clause— but I will myself 
assist your embassy — were I not persuaded that 
Caroline's probation would be very short, as 
her mother I should protest against such a 
promise ever being repeated to one who has no 
right to expect it." 

These words were uttered by Mrs. Elphin- 
stone, as she passed along the gallery with her 
sister-in-law, who unquestionably deceived her- 
self at the moment, with believing that time 
would yet heal the disunion she lamented. 
Caroline heard ihem not •, ^\.\mxv^^\i^ ^^ %\x^^^ 
she bad received the ^t^ce^\xv^ ^^^'>^^^'^'^'^^^ 
by tbe images her aunt W^ ^x^s^xvVi^-, -^^^^ 
moniGed by the sligVix »iKi^^ ^^^ xs^^vwi^^ 
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pearod to entertain of that conduct in Charles, | 
which had inflicted so much misery on her I 
daughter, and would awaken such decided ' 
reprobation from her fatiier, she neither, weigh- 
ed the force of the promise she had made, nor 
regretted tliat it had been drawn from her. To 
her futurity appeared a blank, and the bare sup- 
position that she could love again, would have 
been resented by her with more anger, than a 
spirit so regulated and gentle could have felt 
from any other cause. 

It was, perhaps, a happy circumstance for 
Caroline that she was now compelled, in some 
sort, to lay aside the sorrows of a tender heart, 
and enter into those of an embarrassed one. 
Say what we may of the griefs which belong to 
sentiment, (and they are perhaps the most acute 
of all our sufferings, ) there are none so perplex- 
ing and harassing, as those which belong to 
pressing creditors, deficient means, and the 
consciousness of past and irretrievable folly. 
Under these troubles the mind of poor Mrs, 
Elphinstoue now sunk so much, that Carolioe j 
was roused to exertion by the tenderest pity for 
her mother, not less than a sense of obligation 
to her creditors, and she lost no time in address- 
ing various letters, which were likely to facilitate 
the payment of rents to their collector. She j 
also applied for a loan of money to her aont | 
Osborne, whose recent receipts from her fathefy 
and evident ohllgations to his continued exer- . 
tlons, rendered it not V\ke\Y xWX- ^^^ ^^>a\j^^ 
refused, and ventured a\so \o ^^V\a*<aA^ "^^^jk*^ 
for the like kindaess as «i peTsowA ^vi^xst— v 
that wh'iht Mrs. E\pVi\ns\o\iQ *^x. nix\\^^v5i'^'» 
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haods in despair, relief was hastening from va- 
rious quarters : but to Caroline the most import- 
ant arrival was a letter from her father, for- 
warded by a messenger from his own house. 

Thia letter was written, evidenlly in a dejec- 
tion of spirits the writer endeavoured vainly to 
hide. It was (unlike all his other letters) very 
short, and dated Petersburgh, informing them, 
that being completely disappointed in the south 
of Russia, ho had found it necessary to return to 
Moscow, Smolensko, and Novorogod, where he 
had been confined by severe illness, and being 
impatient to return home, had proceeded to 
Petersburgh, and engaged a passage in the Ad- 
venture IVlerchantmnn, which would stop a few 
days at Dantzic, a circumstance which suited his 
convenience, as he had some hundreds to re- 
ceive there, which he had reason to believe 
would be paid promptly. 

From this letter there was every reason lo 
believe that Mr. Elphinstone would be at home 
before his wife and daughter, more especially as, 
from a letter of the housekeeper's, it appeared 
that she had also heard from her master, and 
held herself in the expectation of seeing him 
early in April. Of course it was with no little 
anxiety that the means of liberation were await- 
ed. Their own tenants, accustomed to indulg- 
ence, did their utmost, but were not all equal 
to their own desires. Mrs. Osborne, like her 
brother, res;ular and systematic, had obeyed his 
wishes in funding the movie'^ ?\\c \\vv\ xv\^vl\nvi^^ 
and could only relieve iVveta >a^ :^^5^\^>^<\v\vcw^ 
ber present income to xVve ^wv^^^^ xvi^s^n^'?^ 
which was inadequate to \Vie\t w^e.^^^^-^'^^^ 
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jpily old Lady Hanwell sent her darling dj 

i the sum she had requested, and this, tqgetj 

th the personal sacrifices of poor Carolij 

vho indeed no longer thought of the gaudl 

fe in any respect,) completed what might 

ermed their liberation. 

it would be wrong not to add that Mrs. 1 
vensworth contributed her utmost to removi 
pressure she had certainly no share in causi 
and from her Caroline had no hesitation in 
cepting assistance — it was a relief to her to £ 
that Charles had quitted Paris for London, 
she exceedingly feared tlie weakness of her o 
heart should she sec him again. To the exc 
lent family of whose son Charles had express 
his fears, Caroline was perfectly willing that I 
late and present situation should be made knov 
but she earnestly requested her mother not 
speak of Charles to her. Enough had aire 
escaped the lips of Mrs. Elphinstone, to p? 
that she ought long ago to have revealec 
observations and her fears to her daughter 
AS they now could only serve to awakei 
restless curiosity, by which grief and love 
to feed their own existence, Caroline re 
to deny herself an indulgence, which in w 
ing her mind, and prolonging her sorrov 
render her unequal to her duties. Sh 
far more necessary to adopt this determ 
when she had settled their affairs, anr 
on her return ; for when the late pre? 
removed, her heart reverted to its for 
tion^ and almost demanded ^ ix^vxn 
ffrlef and nourish deiecViou. 
Yet as they relraccd iVieit ^Vw 
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times when reason inquired, ^^ what she had 
lost ? had the cares of a friend, the pleasures of 
a companioDi or the indefinable but heart-touch- 
ing attentions of a lover been taken from her?" 
memory answered, *' that during her abode in 
France the mortification arising from neglect, 
and the anxiety induced by vague fears and 

fshes, had far exceeded any happiness arising 
>m the sense of her lover's preference, and 
the prospect of a happy union." Yet in France 
she had certainly enjoyed many delightful hours, 
in the gratification of a laudable curiosity, and 
a refined taste — she had formed friendships with 
the truly valuable, enjoyed conversations with 
the learned and the talented, and it was there- 
fore evident, that neither her love, nor her soli- 
tude, rendered her incapable of the social plea- 
sures of life. It was now become her duty to 
emancipate herself wholly from tliose shackles, 
which although weighty, were not so binding as 
they had been. Her father must not, in addi- 
tion to the long wanderings he had undergone, 
the sickness he had suffered, and the premature 
old age under which he was doubtless labouring, 
find his only daughter drooping beneath an ef- 
fect produced by his restrictions, and in her sor 
row offering a constant though tacit reproach to 
liis severity.. No ! that daughter well knew 
the value of the parent towards whom her heart 
was drawn more closely the nearer she ap- 
proached him, and she earnestly prayed ** that 
she might be able to make a cheerful ^-a.^xN&jifc^ 
since it was certainly a decWwe o^x^- 
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CHAPTER XI. 



As Mrs. Elpliinstone approached her honM, 
and as she expected her husbaod| her emotioiw 
became strangely blended, but for the motl 
part the painful predominated. She earbeitlT 
desired to see him whom she still tenderly 1ot«^ 
and whose presence she felt to be her only 
safe-guard, but yet she knew she could not 
meet him without experiencing that lense'of 
shame most annoying to her pride, since dw 
had no longer the plea of youth in ezcoto for 
her folly, and she had possessed in hit abi^nce 
a constant assistant, and in fact a youthful Men- 
tor, in her daughter. Under this conscionmen 
of error in the past, and apprehension for thi 
future, it was no wonder that when she reacbail 
home the information that Mr. Elphinstone kad 
not yet arrived, in the first moment afforded a 
certain relief which she expressed to her daogt 
ter. 

'* Well, Caroline, I roust say I an very |^^ 

we have arrived the first ; it will enable 

to obtain more money, pay our debts, put 

house and grounds into order, and receive yofr 

father with ease and p\e^\it« — I am yery ^mi 

of it indeed." 

At this moment poor CaxoVvn^ ^^aVw^lV**! 

of sympathizing VixYi a.n>f "^o^^x^ «iMto«tt.— « 
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nearer she approached the Oaks, or glanced 
her eye towards the groves of Ravensworth, 
the more she felt that the presence of her fa- 
ther was necessary to support her mind under 
the daily trial these scenes would for some time 
press upon her. Tears were in her eyes when 
she entered the house, and when she had so 
ftr conquered her feelings as lo reply to her 
mother, and make her usual kind inquiries 
after the health of the domestics, and the wel- 
fare of the village, she perceived that every 
person to whom she spoke appeared little less 
affected than herself: every one seemed to 
struggle with a sorrow they sought vainly to 
suppress. 

^^ Has any thing new taken place in the 
neighbourhood, Foster 1" said Mrs. Elphio- 
stone to the housekeeper. 

" Why yes, ma'am. Miss Maitland was mar- 
ried this day week to a Barrownite as she met 
with in foreign parts, so the poor old gentleman 
will now be left to himself — but I don't think 
he^l be long for this world — he have got just such 
a cough upon him as Miss Lucy used to have.'' 

•« And how is Lady Hanwell 1" 

"Oh! she be brave, ma'am, and goes trott- 
ing about doing more good than ever, because 
she's so pleased that her nephew have married 
a handsome young widow, who they say is a 
Countess. But poor Lord Appleby is in a 
very bad way, and a going to the south a 
France, and Sir Simon \jAv\^<^e\^VAN^ ^v^x^^ 
gout quite dreadful — boX\\ xW^ ^i«^ ^^ ^tarx 
Veof poor dear master." ^ 

Foster with difficulty ptoTiowivc«i^Vo»^^^^^ 
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part of this speech, for tears choked her utter- 
ance, and she hastily made her curtsey of de- 
parture. Caroline was convinced that some- 
thing beyond the association of the age of her 
father with his two sick neighbours affected the 
good woman. On making this observation, Mrs. 
Elphinstone said, ^^that no doubt could be en- 
tertained but that the news of her marriage 
being broken off had travelled before them, and 
occasioned their sympathy with her own sor- 
row — a sympathy her present pale looks .were 
well calculated to enhance, but that conceiving - 
it to be a forbidden subject, they veiled their 
feelings for the daughter by speaking of the 
father." 

Caroline believed that her mother's conclu- 
sion was just, for in her commerce with the 
poor, she had frequently witnessed an iuhereDt 
delicacy in minds the most uninformed, capa- 
ble of leading them to appreciate another's 
feelings ; and whilst tears of gratitude to those 
who had nursed her infancy and held her dear 
as a child, sprang to her eyes, she yet rejoiced 
in the hope that they would continue to spare 
all allusion to a subject it must be her endea- 
vour to forget. 

The following morning Caroline rose 8oon» 
and with mingled sensations of pain and plea- 4 
sure traversed the gardens, and endeavoured 1 
to busy herself by inspecting the state of the 
flowers, and banishing the remembranee of him 
who had so often shared V\«i\ ^U^^o^ut toils, j 
when she had undertaken \\v^ V\^\ftt Na^o^^T^ 
of the garden. It was ^ \>e^.w^:\i\x\^VK^ tufm^k 
^Dgy and the delicious bree7.e,\o^«»^V«t VvCb^^o 
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exercise, restored to her somewhat of her usual 
bloom ^hich, the evening before, had com- 
pletely vanished ; and as the old butler per- 
ceived this circumstance on her return, he 
ventured to address her, as he said, '*on a 
subject of the utmost importance, and which 
neither himself nor Mrs. Foster had thought it 
right to name till their ladies had somewhat re- 
covered from the fatigue of their journey." 

Mr. Old worth was somewhat of a formal man, 
but he was evidently agitated exceedingly by 
that which he was about to disclose, and incapa- 
ble of proceeding with his usual methodical ar- 
rangement. He took from his pocket a news- 
paper, which he twice stretched on the table, 
and laid his hand over a paragraph, as if to 
hide it from the eye of Caroline until he had 
fitted her to receive the contents — she felt no 
doubt but that the matter related to Charles, 
and was almost determined not to listen, when 
he said in a hesitating manner, *^My master 
informed us that he was to embark on board 
the Adventure Merchantman." 

•• That was what ho told us also — what can 
you mean Oldworth 1 have you heard of his 
arrival ?" 

*• Newspapers abound in lieSy Miss Elphin- 
stone — every body says so — nevertheless the 
Hull Pacquet has a good name, and 'tis cer- 
tain we had tremendous winds the latter end 
of March — one night two large trees were blown 
down, and the Lees barn uwtoo^td,'' 

" But what does the news\>^V^x ^^^\ — ^^"^^i 
r've It me this moment, OUwotxVv.'^'' 
^ IwiUgive it you, Miss— lViwe\^ NNx'^i^^'^' 
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I trust to God eitlier the paper is wrong, 
my dear master was not on board ; you \ 
derstand it far better than I can do." 

With trembling hands Caroline cau| 
paper, and straining her eyes, which 
refused their office, read as follows — 

* We are extremelv concerned to sta 
the Adventure, Captain Johnson, of th 
was lost in the Dantzic roads during the 
gales of the 28th of March, and that oi 
senger, a boy, and two sailors, were ; 
escaped, being taken up by a Russian hoi 
nearly exhausted.' 

' To describe the terror, sorrow, and 
despair, that seized on the mind of Car< 
she read this alarming paragraph is imj 
I.: — again and again she looked at it, but t 

*■ racters were not therefore beheld, for a ( 

\[ fell upon her sight, and benumbed her fs 

:i Yet she did not faint — the ronsciousni 

V she owed it to her mother to control \ 

feelings, and the possibility that her fathe 
be the one who had escaped, gave her th( 
of resisting that effect, which would ine 
have revealed to her mother in the mc 
. tressing manner, a misfortune it was ne 

|j| to soften by every possible medium. £ 

could an event so' deplorable be con 
and what means could be taken for ascei 
the right to hope, or the necessity of res 
AU that Caroline could now do was to u 
butler to preserve strict sW^xic^ ^tk >Cc^^ 
aad entreat him to ei\ioYCfe \x. ^xv \v\ 
sorvaDts — to take the fataV ^?ip^t \xi\s 
possession^ and entreat lYialiio w^NVf 
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ever should reach her mother, till it had heeii 
previously examined by herself. Having given 
these orders, she hastened to her own room, to 
seek, in solitude and prayer, the means of com- 
posing the dreadful agitation under which she 
laboured, and consider the means necessary for 
ascertaining the truth she dreaded to learn. 

The more Caroline thought the more she was 
convinced, that if heir father were spared he 
would hasten to relieve their anxiety ; and since 
he expected to receive money in Oantsic, even 
if in the wreck he had lost all other property, 
he would have the means of prosecuting his 
journey — that he would in that case pursue it by 
land, there could be no doubt, and probably, in 
consequence of his previous illness, and the 
injury received in the wreck, he might be com- 
pelled to travel slowly — it was therefore possible 
that he might arrive any day, or that a letter 
might announce his safety and his present situa- 
tion. It was her present duty to sustain alone 
the dreadful secret, to hope whilst hope was 
tenable, and save her mother from the distress 
which agonized her own heart almost to break- 
ing. 

It will be evident to all who have read the 
_ human heart, that the task prescribed by Ca- 
roline to herself was the^severest which duty 
and affection could impose — whatever be the 
nature of that sorrow with which it pleases the 
All-wise Disposer to afflict us, or that with 
which we have in weakn^^ •WiiL ^'^''t -^sSSLx^nsA*. 
ourselves, consolalioii \a >ae^V. ^ws^^ Sx^^sv 
clsLiming the pity and ^v^^^^'i ^'^ "^"^^^ 
who from their silua\\ou c^t\ v^x\iSy^ ^^^^ ^ 
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rows. Even shame which shrinks from c 
vation, and guilt which requires oblivion, 
in thousands of instances done violence t 

a self-preservation which is held to be th< 

law of nature, and thrown before a fellow 
ture the fearful secrets of an overbun 
heart. If any one might allow hersel 
relief under existing circumstances, Ca 
was that person ; for she well knew, thi 
mother's sanguine temper was wont to Ic 
all cases of doubt on the brightest side 
that although she suffered severely from 
ever affected her for a short time, she ^ 
nature buoyant in spirit, and blessed \ 
most excellent constitution ; and being lib 
{.4 provided for by a handsome jointure, was 

{ less likely to suffer, in many respects, X\u 

J> unprovided daughter. 

But this mode of reasoning entered n 
mind of that generous and self-denying c 
ter, who by a strong effort continued to c 
the pain of hearing her mother, in happy 
ranee, expatiate on her father's return, 
times she would be angry with him f 
maining so long;' at Dantzic to secure a 
sum of money, at others she would cal 
j on the pleasures of his return, and not 

i quently blame Caroline, with great acri 

for the pale looks and distressed spiri 
exhibited, as indicating little pleasure 
/ return of so excellent a father. Consi 

that her evident, t\iou^V\ sw^\i\^^^^^ 
arose entirely from regret iot \v^t V 
would ask, exaltiiig\y, " wVi^vYvet \3m 
P^u^iog with one who Vw^d pxoN^^Yi 
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worthy, was to be compared with the comfort 
of receiving approbation from a father so good 
and excellent as hers !'' 

Believing that dear, and, indeed, excellent 
father to be no more — concluding that, even 
if the devouring \vaves had forgone thrir 
victim, he had perished from sickness and 
fatigue in some unknown place, where his 
grave would remain unrecognised, where, as 
a stranger in a strange land, he had neither 
received the aids of medicine, nor the comforts 
of affection ; what were the feelings with which 
so devoted a daughter as Caroline would hear 
these observations, and listen to these re- 
proaches ? 

The sensations her heart endured may be 
conceived by many, but her power of endurance 
will only be attained by those who, like her, 
in faith and humility look for assistance to 
Him who is a present help in the hour of need 
to those who seek him, and being ** acquainted 
with our infirmities,'^ will sustain the weakest 
of his creatures. 

As in days past the character and conduct 
of Charles Ravensworth had been far better 
known to all the neighbourhood than the 
family at the Oaks, more especially her on 
whose happiness it would have had the greatest 
influence, so at present all around her knew 
the fate of Mr. Elphinstone, except his widow. 
As no letters were received to cast any light on 
the business, and the agenX. \u Yaqvl^wv ^v>s» 
himself gone to Russia, in t\\e coMt^^ ^"v ^^fc^ 
weeks there became an e\\den\ we^c^'i^'^^^'S^^ 
disclosing the real stale o^ v\v\n^^ ^^ ^^ 
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ElphiQstone, who might be called upon ta 
resign her home before she had received inti<« 
mation of the greater loss. It was the easier 
to make this discovery, because she had begiui 
to give way to the most distressing surmises, 
and frequently Insisted upon setting out to 
seek her husband ; and on one of these occa- 
sions Mrs. Ravensworth, who had long pitied 
the situation of Caroline, broke the sad story 
of the shipwreck to her in the gentlest manner 
possible. 

But there is no manner which reconciles us 
to great affliction, and for a short time Mrs. 
Elphinstone was so severely affected, that Caro- 
line deeply regretted that the discovery was 
made, and when she somewhat emerged from 
this overwhelming sorrow, her mind appeared 
weakened, and her temper ruined, by the shock 
she had sustained. Fretful and querulou8| 
she would one hour sorrow as those without 
hope, and the next, maintain that there was = 
every reason to believe that her husband still 
lived, and assert that Caroline should have set 
out to seek him the very hour she read the 
loss of the vessel; but when she expressed her 
willingness to do any thing, and spoke of the 
letters she had written, she would say all was 
in vain, he must certainly have perished — 
^' how could a man already weak contend with 
the storm ? they must have known he was 
lost, and ought not to have kept from her, who 
was most interested, a UutV\ %o Xm^^^tV^SLXA^ 
frequently she wouYd V>\X\.fttVj \^\ftftw\., voax, 
«nce she iiad been fated \o \ose \\vc^«i ^^^t« 
^e one mhe had left sViouUViaN^Vi^'w^ ^'^ ^ 
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sex which could not inherit her fatlier^s estate, 
and thereby condemned her mother to leave 
the home where she had lived so long, and so 
happily, that all other would be hateful to 
her — ^^ to think of losing three lovely boys, 
each of which would have been my pride and 
consolation — that out of four children I have 
only that one, who can neither help herself 
nor me, and who will, inevitably, be a burden 
I am unable to bear!" At such moments the 
heart of Caroline, subdued as it was, would 
swell indignantly in her bosom ; but one glance 
towards the unhappy mother turned her anger 
into pity, and, like the Psalmist, she ' bridled 
her tongue,' and refrained from speaking even 
the words of tender expostulation, or those 
which common justice dictated. 

A new subject of regret soon arose to Mrs. 
Elphinstone, in the remembrance of those 
pecuniary obligations her extravagance in 
Jf ranee had subjected her to ; and in the belief 
which she had, without foundation, adopted, 
tliat she had a right to remain at the Oaks one 
whole year, she began to consider the possibi- 
lity of making considerable savings out of that 
year's income. These savings, like those of all 
thoughtless and extravagant people, unaccus- 
tomed to economize on a scale of utility, con- 
sisted of a thousand little vexatious retrench- 
ments, which compromised comfort without 
any comparative equivalent, and, in spite of 
her cares and sorrows, there were moments 
whea poor Caroline co\\\d noX iot\i^%x \» ^\sS»«. 
Mt her mother^s system oi trfoxTn^ x^wt ^^'^'^\ 
she be sorry for any occuipB.V\oTk ^WOt^Kv^^^^ 
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her mind from tlie contemplatioD of he 
I should she indeed prove to be a widow, of 

little doubt remained. 

So soon as Mrs. Elphinstone was acqu; 

ij with the loss of that ship in which her hu 

1 was a passenger, Caroline had disps 

^'" Oldworth to Hull to inquire if either < 

sailors or the passengers said to survi^ 

arrived, or were expected in that port, i 

hoped by that means to elicit intelli| 

Mr. Elphinstone had taken out with hi 

his personal attendant, a servant who su 

so much in his health, that, with his in 

kindness, he would not permit him to pr< 

believing that he would be much wo: 

iri' Russia, and had therefore sent him home 

i ' Stockholm. So much was this poor 

affected by the loss of his kind master 

he left the place with the butler, dcterr 

1 1 never to return till he had obtained some 

'M ^y which to learn his fate. 

uh After much investigation, it was founi 

one of the sailors belonging to the Advi 

had been seen at Lynn in Norfolk, and 1 

J poor Benson immediately betook himsc 

learnt, as might be expected, that the s 

had made another engagement, and w 

lieved to be then on his way to Greeno< 

the fate of his companion nothing coi 

|i learnt, otherwise some knowledge of t\ 

J !i sengers might have been, perhaps, immec 

^•■' obtained. Making every ^to\\i\o\i ^w \ 

wformationy by promise ot teN»^.x^^^^\ 

himself on board a CoWiet, >ooww^ ^.^ 

^otn whence he determmed vo x^^O^ 
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as eoon as possiOle; but from llicuco lie wrote 
in despair, having, as he said, lost the clue 
which WHS to load him, but which he would 
regaiu if possibli:. 

Jn this stale of deep sorrow, or corroding soli- 
citude, passed the beautiful season of summer, 
: affording nielamhuly contrast lo those which 
had preceded it ; and uot less so to the gay win- 
I ter passed in Paris, when the artificial pleasures 
' of cultivated society, and the beauties of art, 
suppKed the deflcieucies of uature. Mrs. 
Elphinstoiie now lived in such positive retire- 
[ ment, that thnse neighbtiurs who pilied her iho 
d only by Caroline ; and there 
;nsworlh was 
This lady had 
1 ilieir sorrows, and 
ones to lament, u 
omijlcie stranger at 
itlier ; for be seldoin 

at the Oaks, 
in reply; a 
' cruel hard- 
invoJvpd in 




fresulls from 

kaiiesd that 

■liieoce and 

Aure, might 

jfaud finally 

(»ho, ^luti&^A 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Thk long-continued confinement of 
phinstone, who was accustomed to pcrj: 
erclse, did not fail to produce that indi 
from which Caroline had vainly endear 
guard her, and as the autumn advance< 
came seriously unwell, yet persisted in 
the visits of a medical man. 

Caroline thought that at this time th 
to go into mourning, and arrange the 
such a way as to receive the future he 
she daily expected to see or hear fi 
this Mrs. Elphinstone also refused in 
positive manner. She appeared to t\ 
if she did not allow herself to be a w 
one else could prove she was so, an 
rauch too tender a subject for her dai 
insist upon — all she could now do wa 
take the seclusion of her sick room, £ 
she could not communicate comfort, un 
]y endure caprice in hopes to mitigate 

Mrs. Elphinstbne sometimes refuse* 

versation on the subject of her sorr 

deemed an allusion to her husband ; 

cruelty to herself; at others she spok 

incessantly, insisted oh having all the 

pers brought to her in 'whkh vt was 1 

Joss of the vessel wou\d be tcv^^xXaoti^ 

sisted on Caroline's reac^Lme, \V.m 

column, let the subject be evet ^^ 

fest, by any possib\Uty,^^otd ^Vvox 
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One day, when she was thus employed, going 
through the details of an action in the Burmese 
war, which it might be said she read without 
comprehending, she found one passage which 
really arrested her attention. It spoke of a 
luccessful sally against the enemy, which was 
yet purchased highly, as that * brave officer 
Colonel Mervyn Everett was dangerously 
wounded, and likely to prove a severe loss to 
the service.^ 

** Colonel Mervyn Everett!" said Caroline, 
laying down the paper, '* that must be the 
lover of poor Lucy Maitland — the Christian 
name is singular, I believe it was his mother's.'* 

" To be sure it is hinty but go on with your 
reading — he is dead long before now, undoubt- 
edly^ for that is a March paper. Every body 
dies that one desires should live ; he was a most 
gentlemanly^ amiable man." 

'^ Ah ! thought Caroline, he was more, much 
more than those words convey," and she could 
not refuse a profound sigh to his memory ; but 
as soon as possible she resumed her reading, 
though hopeless of any further clue to the dis- 
astrous fate of the Adventure, which was merely 
copied from one newspaper to another in the 
same general terms. No farther account was 
received from Benson, who, there was reason to 
fear, in the excess of his zeal, had even set out 
to Russia; and the complaints of an aged mo- 
ther dependant on his exertions, added to the 
many cares which evet^ d^^ ^\vi's»'yi<JiL ^cvvsxv^ 
heavily on the breast oi CatoVvu^. 

One Sunday when Viet taovVex V^e.^ ^^^^^^^^^ 
ler from church dur'msxVvo motvCwx^ ^^^^"""^ ^ 
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requiring only such frivolous attentions a 
have been dispensed with, or performed 
one, Caroline entreated to be spared for 
ternoon duty, and as the church was no 
more than a mile distant, determined oi 
ing. It was nearly the last day in Sept 
and a dull mistiness reigned throughout 
mosphere, which, together with the rus 
the falling leaves, and the faded verdure 
ture, was calculated to give the most meh 
impression to a mind attuned to sorrow 
church itself had a very small congregat; 
as most of the persons composing it came 
considerable distance, the appearance of i 
had deterred many from venturing, and 1 
scattered through the venerable buildio 
sented the idea of a depopulated family, 
of its best members — a party of the di 
and the mournful. 

" Oh ! how different an appearance 

worn within the last two years, when hei 

occupied that seat never vacated by h 

from necessity, when Charles Ravenswc 

if emulous of his example, had been seer 

opposite pew, and their tenantry had pou 

to the church with their wives and ft 

She tried to turn her mind from this sul 

that awful, but consolatory one, in whicl 

her duty to engage ; but nature mingle 

the aspirations of faith, and threw a sha( 

all her feelings — mourt\fu\ \{ \vol %ot^owf 

pensive even when res\g;c\eA. ^Q'c < 

emotion seem peculiar to WvB.€i\l, i<.>t 

gyman preached on t\\© sVvoyUx^^^ ^^ 

the evanescent nature of \t?& eTv^o^t<v< 
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if affected with his own view of the subject, ho 
passed her as he descended from the pulpit, 
witli a look of sorrowful recognition, as fearful 
of trusting himself to speak. The church was 
soon emptied, and Caroline purposely lingered 
to the last, desirous that no one should cross her 
path, and disturb the deep but softened sense of 
sorrow which now weighed on her spirits. 

The sexton had turned the heavy key in the 
porch door, and in silence taken off hi^ hat and 
bowed his hoary head to the good daughter of 
the good Squire Ciphinstone, whom he never 
hoped to see again, when Caroline, lingering a 
few moments behind him, stepped out into the 
church-yard and cast her eyes around. The 
evening was closing fast, yet as she looked 
towards the tomb of Lucy Maitland, which was 
an erection of considerable size, crowned at the 
top by an urn upon a pedestal, she could not 
resist going to it, and reading the inscription 
ODCO more, recording the virtues of Lucy's mo- 
ther and her own early date ; for she had never 
been able to visit the place in sucli perfect soli- 
tude as the present scene presented. 

" Poor Lucy !" ejaculated Caroline, as her eye 
glanced over the inscription which she stooped 
to decipher — ^^ yours was indeed a brief span 
of existence, for I shall in another year have 
reached to the same term — but surely your lot 
in life was much happier than mine, for you 
loved only him who was worthy your affection, 
and who has already 3 omed 'jovxm^'^^'^^^^ 
where the wicked ceaso from iiovjXiVvck^ ^^^ "^^ 
weary are at rest — ^your V^ixd i^xV^t ^^ '^'^ 
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consoler of your suflerings — your eyes we 
closed by afuithful and tender lover, and" — 

At this moment the low tones of Caroline 
voice were interrupted by a deep, audible sig 
that seemed to issue from the tomb — she starte 
and involuntarily exclaimed " Oh God !" — wh( 
from tlie other side of the tomb a man arose^ ai 
approached her. 

For a moment terror overwhelmed her, b 
it was only a moment — she looked up and foui 
that it returned almost to robbing her of h* 
senses ; for, with a face pale as the marble ( 
which his arm now rested, the form of JVlervj 
Everett stood before her, ** Was b^ an i 
habitant of another world ? or a visitant, as if I 
enchantment, from another hemisphere ?" 

^* Dear Miss Elphinstone, pardon thisinvolu 
tary intrusion (if such it can be called) from 
wanderer who heard not yotir footsteps on tl 
grass, and arrived to pay his tribute of moumi 
remembrance at this sacred spot before yo 
I see in you the same kind friend who cheers 
my Lucy's bed of death, but it is probable n 
bearing the same name — you will pardon tl 
errors of a stranger, not arrived a single hour 
your neighbourhood." 

During this time Caroline had suppressed t 

painful throbbing of her heart, and recognis 

the pale sti anger before her as the same mil 

graceful, and intellectual man, whom she h 

so lately styled the worthy lover of the long d 

parted Lucy. As weW as sVv^ 's^^'i ^W^^ ^% « 

pressed pleasure in seeing V\T£i,Vivx\.^^^>a>^ 

recollection of all she Via^ svx^^xe^^ ^tx« 
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suffering, overcame her, and in despite of her 
struggles, she wept as if deeply oppressed with 
sorrow, and affected by beholding one she held 
to be a friend. 

It was impossible for Caroline to decline 
taking the offered arm of the Colonel, for she 
was unable to walk without it. Their steps were 
slow and silent, and he could not, for some time, 
conceive why she was thus unattended, and on 
foot, at a season which called for a conveyance. 
It was, however, a satisfaction to perceive that 
the house wore (so far as he knew) its usual ap- 
pearance, and he was not sorry that the rain be- 
gan to descend so fast before he entered it, as to 
compel him to become a guest fur a short time 
at least. When he was seated in the breakfast 
parlour, which was now the only room below in 
use, Caroline left him to change her dress, pay 
her respects to her mother, and relate the ex- 
traordinary occurrence she had met with. 

To the preat astonishment of Caroline, who 
had literally trembled when she mentioned 
Colonel Everett's present situation, Mrs. El- 
phinstone professed an intention of going down 
to him immediately, and pressing him to partake 
their dinner, though only that of an invalid — 
she observed, '^ that she had believed he had 
died in India, as fully as she had feared th^it her 
husband had been lost in the Baltic, and that 
since he was restored, she felt the hope that Mr. 
Elphinstonc might be restored also." 

Jd this conclusion the Vie^tx. o^ d^x^MvckR \^;- 

fused to join, but it was *o \ot\^ wckie.^ ^^"^^^ 

heard one word of pleaswte ot V^v^ ^'^ ^"^^^^ 

her mother's tongue, »o \ov\^ uxiC^ A:^^'^^^^^'^ 
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exerted herself to leave her dressing-roonii 
that she could not fail to feel grateful for the 
change. She had been sincerely grieved that 
her mother had so obstinatelv refused the visits 
of even the good Lady Hanwell, and other of 
their kindest and most intimate friends, and 
thought it wrong to give what appeared an undue* 
preference to a stranger, but yet thought it 
possible that she might bear his society better 
than theirs, because she had never seen him in 
the company of her father, and had no remem- 
brance of any circumstance associating him 
with her sorrows. 

When Caroline re-entered the breakfast par- 
lour, accompanied by her mother, the room 
being now lighted, and the dress of the daughter 
changed, the Colonel was exceedingly struck 
by the alteration which nearly five years' ab- 
sence had made in both. He recollected Mrs. 
Elphinstone as a woman so beautiful, that in 
despite of the sorrows pressing upon him at 
the time he beheld her fine features and daz- 
zling complexion, they were impressed on his 
memory. That complexion was now pale to 
sallowness, those features shrunk and wild ; ex- 
hibiting in their expression grief untamed by 
reason, and unconsoled by religion. Caroline 
he remembered as a lovely, but half-formed 
girl; who had scarcely attained her growth, and 
in whom perfect simplicity of manners, with yet 
a maturity of understanding, and well regulated 
sensibility^ formed a charm beyond the promise 
ofbesLUty. He now belaeVd Yvet \ii \\iek ^«t^^^:<\wi 
of youthful beauty, less sU\V\xi%xW^^^^'Kwtf^«« 
Aicf f>Mii, ifut more inwauaxVu^^ iva^^ w wj ni 
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riety assumed by her intelligent but tranquil 
features showed more of that feminine and self- 
subjugated character so touching to the heart. 
To the striking elegance and finished contour of 
her pel son, was added that dignity which ren- 
ders modesty not less graceful than virtuous, 
and although her complexion was somewhat 
too pale, and her form somewhat too attenuated, 
he thought he had never beheld so interesting 
and lovely a women, 

Mrs. Elphinstone, in better days, had been 
remarkable for the frankness of her address, 
and that peculiar character of open-hearted- 
ness, which combines the manners of infancy 
with the polish of maturity, and on this occa- 
sion those long-discarded manners returned* 
She addressed Colonel Everett as a friend — 
told him of the passage Caroline read in an old 
paper, a week oY two before, and observed, 
'' she had always understood that when an 
officer was said to be dangerously wounded, 
(more especially in a hot climate,) that his 
death might be reckoned upon as certain.'^ 

^^ I believe, ma''am, the conclusion made m 
these cases will generally be just if it accords 
with yours ; but I am a living proof that dis- ' 
tant friends may err on the side of despon- 
dency, and so much did I fear the distressing 
deductions of ray mother and my sister, from 
the accounts transmitted of my wound, that I 
lost no time in following them to Ea^laud^ 
hoping that my voyage 'wovA^ ^^\^^tx \k^ ^:>a:«k» 
This 1 was the belter etv^\Ae^ xo e^o Sx^\svW^!i2%. 
voted useless to tV\e sexvvc^ iot ^ \^^^J^^^^^^ 
^ome^ and my deter imuaXvow ^^^ «^^^^ 
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happy^ as circumstaDces at home occurred, 
duriug the last six months, which demanded 
my presence, and I have no doubt but the war 
will be happily terminated without requiring 
my further attendance." 

The ladies perceived, at this moment, that 
Colonel Everett was in mourning, and Caroline, 
in a tremulous voice, hoped he had found his 
mother io good health. 

*^ As well as she could be whilst suffering 
solicitude on account of a son she loves but 
too well. Selina (my sister) I also found well, 
and most happily married — the circumstance to 
which I allude was the death of my father's 
uncle, Sir Bertram Everett, a very wealthy 
and aged man, who suffered my poor mother 
to languish under many privations after the 
loss of my father — compelled me to leave my 
early object of affection, and refused even a 
wedding present to the niece he loved, but has 
left us all well endowed by the riches he had 
amassed. His estates and title became mine, of 
course.'^ 

^' I rejoice in your good fortune, as much as 
my own very different situation wiH allow,'* 
said Mrs. Elphinstonc, " but I grieve to see 
you so pale and thin, you ought not to be so far 
north. Sir Mervyn." 

*' On my arrival in England, three weeks 
since, I found my family were all at Scar- 
borough, whither they had gone for the health 
of my mother, wV\o resides vjv\)cv\ve\ ^'^w^\a\^ 
Mrs. Clifton. 1 expedWed la^ Vix^^m^^'s. \^ 
London, and hastened ai\.ei Oaexi^, ^t^^ ^\iw 
^ere, determined on p^^/vvv^ ^^ x^^t^^^^ns^ 
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Mr. Mahland, of whose bad healthy and Har- 
riet's marriage, I, had heard — my rOad, as you 
know lay near the church-yard, and as all wraa 
very quiet at the moment, so that I conceived 
there had been no service, I got out of my 
carriage, and sent it forward, that I might, for 
the last time, look upon that spot which con- 
tained the remains of her oflce so dear, and 
always to be remembered with regret.'^ 

In thus bringing down the history of his 
own movements to the surprising and awful 
moment in which she had met him, Caroline 
saw clearly that the Colonel (or we must now 
say Sir Mervyn Everett) was rather giving 
Airs. Elpinstone a reason for speaking of her- 
self, and time to obtain courage necessary for 
the task, than detailing the events of his life, 
under the supposition that they were important 
to those who heard them. 

She saw in him the same tender interest in 
the sorrows of another, the same absence of all 
selfishness, the same power of reading the 
wishes and wants of a fellow creature for the 
purpose of supplying them, which had so 
often, when seated by the couch of poor Lucy 
Maitland, awoke her admiration, and induced 
her, playfully, to name him the benevolent 
sorcerer. 

That he had completely penetrated the 
movements of Mrs. Elphinstone's mind ad- 
mitted no doubt, for she was evidently anxious 
to speak, but dreading to be^m^W^V Vv^x ^^^xsm^ 
should overpower her. A. s\xvKvt^^ci\!A x» ^\\s«ssx 
was a relief, and as S\r ^etN^w ^v^s.^ ^^^^^ 
gagement, and was Vi\m^e\t ^xv Vcix^vS.'k ^ 
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objection could arise to her soup and chicken— 
the meal passed nearly in silence, but as the 
servants were leaving the room Caroline forced 
herself into conversation, by recalling the ad- 
miration their visitant used to express for that 
neighbourhood, and lamented that he saw it 
again in so gloomy a day. 

^^ I still retain my opinion, for I have seen 
DO country duriifg my long absence, which 
boasts such a union of desirable circumstances 
for a place of residence as the West Riding 
of Yorkshire, more especially this part of it — 
others may boast more of the grand and the 
wild — the smooth and the polished — but in the 
place where we livcy in distinction from that 
which we only look at, it is desirable that the 
face of nature should be neither too much in 
undress nor full dress. Here you have great 
variety in your cultivated fields and distant 
fells — your noble river and your little spark- 
ling streams. What can be more picturesque 
than the Manor-house ? more noble than the 
avenues and park of Ravensworth ? I sincere- 
ly wish I could find a dwelling in your neigh- 
bourhood, for it is certain I shall never inhabit 
my own dismal mansion i-ii the flattest parts of 
Bedfordshire.*' 

" Wait a little— a very little while,'' cried 
Mrs. Elphinstone in a half-suffocated voice, 
** and you may have the Oaks, Sir Mervyn." 

The ice was now broke — the torrent rushed 
forth withoat controX, qlvi^ ^mxd^v \s;«x« ond 
sobs which rendered Vver xv?ktt^.<\N^ ^^-w^^^"^ \ftr 
feiiigible, the unhappy woov-atv x^^v^^ >JftfeVs«^ 
absence and the supposed ^^\^ ^^ Vve\ >ft>M2^«» 
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ttio probability that a large sum of money had 
been lost with him, from which chrcumstance 
a mere pittance would be the lot of Caroline, 
and she must herself be driven from the home 
iu which he found her; yet she ended this 
sorrowful detail by an assertion that the sight 
of him had given her the persuasion that Mr. 
Elphlnstone was still alive, that all would bo 
well at last, and she earnestly besought him to 
confirm this flattering presentiment. 

Sir Mcrvyn did not dare to do this, from the 
view he had thus far obtained of the subject, 
3'et he could not bring himself to damp the 
rising hope that now shed its faint glow over 
the expressive countenance of the widow, and 
lie turned to Caroline for explanation of that 
which he did not perfectly understand. Her 
answers, given in the tone l)y which resolution 
is indicated as subduing the rebellion of sor- 
row, euablcd him to see wherein truth appear- 
ed to be ascertained, and where the case had 
still the advantage of doubt — the result of this 
was favourable to hope, and this he gave to 
Mrs. Elphiiistone with a countenance which 
said more than his words. 

A violent fit of hysteric weef)ing succeeded, 
in which Caroline exerted herself lo the utmost 
to tranquillize her mother, but even then she 
fixed her eyes with anxious inquiry on the 
stranger, and said in a tremulous whisper, '^ You 
would not deceive us — I trust you would not^ 
even to make us happy V 

''Miss fJipJjinstoiic," \evA\fev\ "^v^ ^\>ixN>svs.. 
^' I shjjuld not dare to do vv •. ^ioCi Vvvv5>*i^ "^^^^ 
f^hJch I have said 1 believe i bvxvV ^uv vvi.t^^o. 
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aware that whilst there is room to hope, th^^ 
is abundant cause to fear. I am anxious ^^ 
the greatest degree now to ascertain the tsi^ 
of the passengers spared, and the return of 
your fathcr^s agent from St. Petersburgh^ and 
shall leave no pains untried to gain the know- 
ledge they can unquestionably supply. In the 
mean time we must hold the language of the 
text I heard preached from this morning — we 
must * rejoice with trembling.' *' 

When Mrs. Elphinstone was better, Sir 
Mervyn took his leave, and the widow and her 
daughter retired — the one to seek repose in 
sleep, the oiher to obtain from heaven resig- 
nation to its will, howsoever the balance might 
preponderate. She rose from her knees relieve 
ed, but still oppressed, for long and gloomy 
was the vista before her, and the end was still 
involved in obscurity ; nevertheless she was 
sensible that the visit of Sir Mervyn had been 
consolatory, and thought that her mother had 
been extremely wrong in admitting none of 
the neighbouring gentlemen to advise her in a 
case, which evidently called for counsel and 
assistance. 

The folio wincj day Mrs. Elphinstone looked 
impatiently for Sir Mervyn, and appeared likely 
to relapse into her former unhappy state of 
mind, when in the evening he arrived, account- 
ing for his absence by saying he had passed . 
the morning with Mr. Maitland, who could I 
only see him t\ien. ^ 

He lost no Uwie \t\ ^tvVetvci^ Vsv\^ ^^^gs^^ 
subject uf consVder^v\ot\, \f\\Vv tiJ\^<6 i«5^.^% 
warm and geu«vov\s \\e'AX\, ^^^ ^n^^ ^vkT>MO 
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cupy no large register in the tablets of me- 
iry.'' 

<< Although Caroline had spoken merely 
>m pity to her aunt, combined with that 
ise of justice which was inherent to her 
ture^ and the reply of Mrs. Elphinstone was 
tie calculated to tranquillize already wounded 
clings, it was certain that Mrs. Ravensworth's 
irits rose after this time, for she believed that 
iroline still loved her son, and she knew per- 
:tly well that her mother loved her nephew, 
d in fact held every tree on his estate in 
Deration. Hope, the eternal deceiver, rose 
ereforc in her heart also, and she was pre- 
iled upon to stay two days at the Oaks, by 
lich the interval was greatly diminished, 
lich Mrs. Elphinstone wished to annihilate. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

The wearisome hours were passed at length, 
d Sir Mervyn Everett appeared, but beyond 
3 inquiries he had prosecuted, the letters he 
d written, and the plans he had laid for 
ocuring information, nothing had or could 
ve transpired, since poor Benson was still 
search of the sailor, aaVi\« \aox5ci^t\«A.N»x^ 
irJ. It was now evVieuX tSaaX ^^«t^ ^"^ 
^patience to aid them\uVew\T^4\ft^3^»^^'^ 
ense, but unhappWy xYiaX x«^ ^^^ '^^ ^ 

N 2 
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for which, of all others, f-Irs. Klphinstone had 
the least inclination — for patience, the oflspring 
of resijjnation and submission, ran only be J 
acquired from that humility and hope incuicatcd 
by Christian piety. 

Day after day the Baronet sat with them, 
read to them, persuaded them to walk in the 
sunshine, sometimes prevailed even for a little 
music, and frequently practised drawing with 
Caroline, hy whose side ho could sit silently 
for hours, if he perrjiived that the pursuit of 
her art had the oiTcct of abstracting her mind 
from its sorrows. Every observation he made 
confirmed him in the belief of her superior 
virtues and excellent understanding, nor could 
he doubt, that with so vivid an imagination 
as she sometimes displayed, the lijG:hter graces 
and fcminino ])lnyfulness so delightful at her 
age, were equally conspicuous at those times 
when she was neither oppressed by sorrow for 
the pabt, nor fear for the fufire. 

But no one quality of mind, no virtue of 
heart so stnirk him, as that unpretending bnt 
constantly active virtue of self-denial, called 
for by her mother's conduct. Poor Mrs. El- 
phinstone, though much better than she had 
been before his appearjuice in the country, was 
still petulant, passionate, and capricious, to the 
greatest decree, and frequently used expres- 
sions in themselves so severe, accusations so 
WfHoid of truth, and c^ucstions so insulting, 1 
thwi \i appeared (^^\^. o^ v\\o Yv>\\eT <A -^l "^xvs^ ^ 
OiicJi;c-d with acvUe. s.e\\<vV.\VAN tL.\\v\ ^c-.^\\^>a«' 
^^•nr, to forhrnr ?r\v\v\v; ^ vrvW nnVxOcv ^^ 



Bui never did Caroline thus speak — she might 
be truly siiid not to ' return railing for railing, 
but contrariwise, blessing,' yet never did she 
by silence betray contempt or sujipresscd an- 
ger ; but by some gentle reasoning, some plead- 
ing confession, she accepted, as it were, half 
the reproach, and smiled or sighed atvay tlfO 
other. There was in her no desire of self-vin- 
dication, much less a wish to throw her mo- 
ther's conduct before tlie ubservalion of another 
— when it was possible she hushed the menace 
of a storm, when it was ntj/, she by a look 
entreated that pity from others, which her own 
kind heart fully accorded; and never did she 
fail to lead back the mind of him who wit- 
nessed it, to that happier time when the lino 
person and sweet temper of the cbarniiug Mrs. 
Elphinstono were the theme of every tongue 
in the neighbourhood. 

Nor in a short time did it become diJlicult 
for the Baronet to perceive tlint the same dis- 
position to renounce herself, iunuenccd her in 
her expanses, her charities, and all her duties — 
he CO II side ivd it indeed as now iuHiicncinghcrin 
the increased cheerfulness of her manners, and 
her improved looks, but pcrliaps he then went 
beyond the truth, for her spirits improved with- 
out effiiit on her own part, in answer to abun- 
dant elfort on his. Every day was fraught 
with alterualo fear and hope us to her father, 
and every day unquestionably brought them 
nearer to the dreaded time, wU«u, wUei.h« bftc 
fnther lived or not, \Vi6 etta\.e \sva«.Ni* waiiisM:- 
dorcti; but then it was CKiVa\a Vii'w!.\Oi'»-*« 
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by the presence of one whoso powers of beguil- 
ing the time were inexhaustible. Sir Mervyn, 
eminently gifted with powers of conversation, 
had seen so much of life in its most striking 
varieties, that his descriptions, in which the 
soldier and the scholar commingled their best 
characteristics, could never tire, and as it had 
occurred to him to see much of India before he 
joined that small but sacred band, who tra- 
versed the Burman empire under the pressure 
of difficulties which blanches the pride of the 
great Grecian's retreat, he had necessarily 
much to relate. The Bramins of Benares, and 
their multifarious Mythology, the Temples of 
Elora, and the Suttees of Malabar— -the prida 
of Oriental splendour — the ferocity of Maho- 
metan conquest — the obstinacy of Hindoo caste, 
and the native elegance of Asiatic forms, 
were all by turns descanted upon, or exchang- 
ed for some literary novelty from Murray's, 
some beautiful engraving from Cooke*s. 

Thus passed October and part of the suc- 
ceeding month; still Sir Mervyn dwelt at the 
little inn in the village, sometimes called on 
Mr. Maitland and Lady Hanwell, and talked 
much of seeking for a house — but to one house 
were all his better hours dedicated, and he was 
especially never known to miss visiting it on 
one of those terrible days, in which a friend 
cannot with decency be turned out of doors. 
On one occasion ou\^ d\d he ^nd Caroline 

gone, out — it was to Vict otkc q\. iaa«\^\sX\ Srr. 

having completed, by Viet vt^^^nXv^ «r«»a^ 
menu, the means of tepa>|\ti^ Viit n^w^ ^ 
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friend, she was that day gone to carry Lady 
Hanwell the money she had borrowed of her 
in Paris. 

Sir Mervyn could not have been thus long 
in the country without hearing some reference 
to the expected marriage of Caroline with her 
cousin, and he naturally concluded that part 
of the deep shade he had observed on her mind, 
in the beginning of his present acquaintance, 
had originated in attachment to Mr. Ravens- 
worth, and his curiosity on this subject was 
highly excited. That very morning his land- 
lady had observed, when she took the liberty 
of advising his honour to put on his cloak, with 
which she followed hiui, " that for her part 
she hated to go out on the west side, and sec 
how they were cutting the Ravensworth wood:;." 
*' But I always knoed as no good would come 
to Mr. Charles, when Miss Elphinstone re- 
turned, from forrin parts athout marrying him." 

'' Did she refuse him then 7" 

**Why, you see, some says as how she 
would not have him because he took Kate 
Simpson from these parts to live with him, 
and dressed her up grander than madam El- 
phinstone herself, and let hor go riding through 
Jarmany in his Broach — others say as how she 
would'nt' have him because he lost thousands 
on thousands with dicers, at some Polly Holly's, 
who most like was no better than she should be 
— but there bo some peepic who say, that he for-* 
saked her when the good Sc\uW^ \N^i vl^^^w^'Jv^ 
(God rest his soul,) because s\\e \v^^ ^^^ ^^'^^^^ 
enough for his prodigal wa^s."^' ^. 

All the wuy to ^hc Oaks ?i\\ ^V^^^^^ ^"""^^ 
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tated on this information, which equally per- 
plexed and distressed him, except in to far n 
proving that there had heen a refusal or a (or* 
Baking, and that the lovers (if lovers they bad 
been) were parted. How it had been possible 
for a mind so pure and manners so correct u 
Caroline's to have associated with a man of 
Ravensworth's description, he know not — bat 
then he knew that the pure and simple may 
be deceived, even with understandings far su- 
perior to the wicked who practise on them for 
a time — whilst under these cogitations bO: 
reached the house, and as we have already 
seen, found Mrs. Elphinstone alone, and more 
than usually glad to receive him, for although 
she excluded company, she shrank from soli- 
tude. 

'^ Has Miss Elphinstone left you for the 
day ?" 

'* Certainly not — she never leaves me except 
from necessity, and cuts all her little matten 
of business as short as possible, that she may 
return to me — so kind, so devoted a daughter 
as Caroline never existed.'^ 

The Daronet perceived that Mrs. Elphin- 
stone (in common with many others, who rare- 
ly cheer their relatives or attendants with a 
kind word) can yet truly estimate their value, 
and speak well of them out of their hearing — a 
mode adopted as a salvo to their consciences, 
and an indulgence Xo xVve\T %^\^^xv* ! 

" I fear she w\\\ Vv^ve t^\w Na^iw'a ^^ \«^^wa ^ 

Uavensworth — ^l Viope s\\^\^ \\i\\\^ ^■?«\\^^'^ 

'' My daughter \s not ^o\i«i Vo ^v<«m«^x 

—probably she w\U i^e^et %o Wij^i^ ^^^v^- 



SELF-DENIAL. 155 

sifi that subject has been one of little less sor- 
row to me than the loss I now deplore ! my 
nephew Charles Ravens worth, the last of my 
family, (a family that has flourished for cen- 
turies, Sir Mervyn,) the most handsome, noble- 
looking young man you perhaps ever beheld, 
he has, alas ! behaved so foolishly, that poor Ca- 
roline was obliged to discard him." 

It was not difficult after this opening for 
Sir Mervyn to learn every particular of this ill- 
starred connexion, and see even through the 
false colouring poor Mrs. Elphinstone gave to 
her nephew, that he was a weak young man, 
of that chameleon cast of character, which 
takes Its hue from the associates with which it 
is surrounded, and whose fortune had proved 
his ruin by forming a bait for the unprincipled 
and selfish. He soon found that those errors 
in his character which would have most alarm- 
ed the sensitive delicacy, or moral rectitude of 
Caroline, had been to the present moment 
concealed from her, and that therefore her pity 
and love might continue to be nourished, when 
far different feelings would have been excited, 
had she known the truth, which, with due 
deference to Mrs. Elphinstone's feelings for her 
only relative, he observed, should have been 
laid before her daughter. 

*^ I sometimes wish it had been so, but then 
I only knew a small part of what has since 
reached me, or I never would have allowed my 
sister to plead for him so vehemently, and at 
length extort from my d^u^X^i ^"^^ \^^5^\^ 
promise. '^ 
" Promise, madam ?" 
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*^ Yes ! she promised never to marry till he 
was hiniselt* engaged — and that which she has 
promised she will strictly perform; for, in the 
iirst place, she obeyed rather the will than the 
inj unction of her 'father — she keeps the spirit 
of the promise as well as the letter." 

Mrs. Elphinstoue did not perceive that^ 
whilst she was speaking, those looks of re- 
turning Iicalth on which she had lately compli- 
mented Sir Mervyn suddenly forsook him, and 
that he had thrown himself on a seat with the 
air of a person ready to expire ; she therefore 
continued to say — 

** To be sure it is not of much consequencCf 
as things have turned out, for who now will think 
of my poor Caroline. Major Thornton whom 
she refused, has married the dowager Lady 

Hartlepool, and the ycung Count de ^ know«- 

ing how she is situated, has given her up — 
and, on the other hand, Charles will soon be 
married." 

'* Are you sure of that ?'' said Sir Mervyn, as 
the blood rushed back to his lips, and he start- 
ed on his feet. 

''I conclude so," said Mrs. Elphinstone, 
looking up, '' because he is fond of pretty wo- 
men ; and he is so handsome, they must be fond 
of him." 

The truly handsome man she was addressing 

did not think so, for he iiad lontj considered it 

one of the best traits \\\ the softer sex, that they 

were not governed \u\Wvy v\\VQ.c\vKv<iw\s»V^\vLv > 

s.j/jal beauty — t\\iv\. vW^v u\\\i}v\\ \i^ ^•^.w'^^\^^\s5^ 

were rarely ke\)\, V>>'" vvVUv\V'VV>^^>:» o^ 'Ow^.v ^'s 
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of the brightest instances of conjnt^al «iflcctiou 
lie had witnessed amon'.^ !iis nwii fiiiMids, were 
tliosc, when very lovely wonuMi iiad surrender- 
ed their hearts to clever and good men, who 
■were decidedly devoid of personal attraction. 

The result of gratify inij his cnriosity was 
therefore to the Baronet so annoying and dis- 
tressing, that being utterly unequal to reply or 
conversation, he hastily departed, notwitiistand" 
ing Mrs. Elpliinstonc's pathetic assurance, that 
Caroline " would yet be another hour absent." 
When he had left the house and entered a re- 
tired walk, he began to ask himself whether 
he could forget the society of that beloved 
being, whose benignant manners and subdued 
sorrows, not loss than her many charms, had 
solaced so many hours of seclusion, awoke his 
tendcrest sympathy and his warmest admiration. 
One moment he felt as if he could wait with 
a patriarch's patience for years to secure so 
high a prize ; but the next, the pride and deli- 
cacy of his nature revolted at the idea of being 
held but as second in the adections of that wo- 
man to whom his heart was fuliv and unre-* 
servedly devoted. Again he remembered, that 
he had once loved long and fervently before, 
and that Caroline had witnessed that love ; 
aild what right had he to suppose she was less 
capable than himself of admitting a second, 
and even a wiser and strbnger predilection than 
the first ? 

To this it might be replied, " that lio\)c^tUc 
nurse uf love, lies buried m VW >^>tv\svi — >\vi 



gJuncc of the fond oyc, uo \xcce>aX ^wvvw vsxv:- 
tojjLnic ot'ihr beloved ob\e':v,<:A.\\vv«-Mvv\\ ^;v^^^^\-^^ ''^ 
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to the heart, whereas the living Ravensworth 

(worthless as he might be) yet shone in the 

bloom of early manhood, to revive the memory 

of those young days when probably^ as a meie 

boy he had won her affections. In her virtae 

there was perfect reliance, nor would she cease 

to school her heart and guard its wanderingii 

but that heart was a jewel so sacred, it mast 

be all his own, and held with a miser's avBrico, 

or he should be wretched — and how could ho 

be secure in a case where there existed one 

source of sorrow so apparent, that it would be 

impossible for him to detect the sigh given to 

her lover when it seemed to be breathed for 

her father ? Alas ! could she herself (harassed 

as she had long been) distinguish at all times 

the nature of that oppression with which she 

contended with such noble gentleness of mindt 

No ! if ever her mind should become easy 

about her father, would it not revert to that 

early passion which had formed from her very 

cradle probably a part of her thoughts, wishes, 

and expectations. On the other hand, if she 

had lost father and fortune, would there not 

come a time in which, obedience ceasing to act, 

and resentment to subsist, she might once more 

listen to Charles himself, and in marrying him 

be doomed to that wretchedness every woman 

must suffer, that marries a man whose principles 

are totally different to her own, and whose 

conduct, year after year, unfolds those dark 

lines of character sVv^ s\\v\(i<ie\^ XoX^^^^*^?' 

Every reco\\cct\oi\ iutxv\^\\^\ vA ^^\^vw^^ 

conduct, sentiments, ani\ eNei\\\o^V"&, ^^^^ 

seiAtormenting lover tVi^v ^V^ -^^"^^-^ ^^^^ 
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tbist — llien from this he was not called to save 
her by any previous act of self-devotion — ^^ No ! 
he must tear himself from the danger of his 
present situation — he had forsaken his mother 
sadly too long, and though the assurance of his 
improved hetdth had made her easy, it was his 
duty to fly to her immediately.'' 

With this resolution the Baronet strode 
manfully towards the village, and inevitably 
would have distressed his landlady and spoiled 
the quoit-playing of the servants, had he not 
perceived Caroline at a distance advancing by 
a side road at a brisk canter. He had not seen 
her on horseback before since the time she 
used to visit Lucy, and the improvement of her 
person, the grace of her attitude, again struck 
him — he sincerely pili^ himself for being 
obliged to resign a wodR so precisely to his 
taste. 

Caroline on reaching him stopped, and as 
she reined in her steed, displayed the most 
brilliant bloom he had yet beheld upon her 
cheek, mingling with that pearly white remark- 
able in her complexion, and which the waving 
of her brown hair (gently agitated by the wind) 
rendered strikingly beautiful. She also looked 
happier than usual, for she had been received 
with the tenderest affection, her debt pressed 
upon her as a godmother's boon, by which means 
she was enabled to return that money received 
from her aunt, so that her heart was really light- 
ened of a burden he had not «vx&^^^\A^<t^2Q^^^^ 
began to think that love co\A^\wi^ \iSi ^^^ 
in ber past sorrows, and V\e i:^^o\n^^ ^^xV^ 
would put off his journey iox oue ^vj ^M5t^^ 
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That very evening, however, he annou 
by letter his intention, and although the 
cumstance was one which was expected, 
certainly proper, since the weather was ge 
every day worse, yet Caroline felt that a1 
pleasures of the morning had vanished froD 
mind as by the stroke of a magician. She < 
not even forbear to arraign the justice of 
a proceeding ; for since Sir Mervyn had t 
so much pains in writing to Petersburgh 
Dantzic, and had said that answers migl 
expected in a fortnight or three weeks, si 
he ought to wait for them ? It looked as : 
abandoned them to their sorrow, or did 
choose to share their joy — it was very stran 
most extraordinary she must say — had he | 
any reason for it ?" ^, 

Mrs. Elphinstone^llswered, " that he 
not said a word on the subject in the mor: 
but most probably had found letters oi 
return. It was a pity he was going, for e 
man had improved so much, and it was 
doubtedly owing to the jellies and soups m 
Foster had supplied him with, since it was 
tain the people at the Ravensworth Arms < 
not have fed him properly." 

" Not,'' added Mrs. Elphinstone, aft 

pause, " but he did look very ill this mor: 

and was excessively fidgetty — he was up 

down on the ottoman fifty times, (I wo 

men with long legs ever use ottomans,) an 

pulled all the lavender , ^^ yow may see, o 

the urn — he was very odd, cexXsCv^V* •"* 

*' Then he did not iea(i Ux^.^viw^cc^ 

fnpor V^ 
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" Read! oh, no! I was tellingthim all about 
Charles and you — a subject that, of course, 
I could never mention in your presence." 

** And why, dear mother, would you mention 
It kt all ?" 

*' It was natural for me to speak as a friend 
to one who has been so very kind toSn — be- 
sides, it was only an act of justice to you, to 
account for your being single ; at your age I 
was the mother of four children, and, I confess, 
it was a relief to my mind to lament your fool- 
ish promise. We hear nothing of Charles 
now-a-days, and who knows how long he may 
be in forming an engagement ? When I ob- 
served he was so handsome, he would soon 
marry, Sir Mervyn muttered something about 
women having more sense than to marry for 
person — if he is right, yeu may reckon on a 
single life, for it is certain that poor Charles 
. -has little beside his person to boast of (except 
Us family.") 

'^ I have always expected to live a single 
life, mamma." 

*' I am sorry for it, for [ should not like to 
be the mother of an old maid, looking yellow 
and formal, with a pink turban and a frill, and ^ • 
surely my wishes ought to be attended to when 
my own child is the subject — my only child 
too." 

Mrs. Elphinstone might have continued her 
assertion of rights, for Caroline heard them 
not. Abstracted and morlx&e^^ ^^ ^^"v ^^a^ 
sincerely wished that Sir lAeTVYtk'E*N^x^>x ws^ 
?o, as she had lately desXr^d \C\m V^:^ x^^-aw^-* 
t least sho said so to \\eTse\^% \ivX V«i ^^^^ 

O ^ 
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wa> in a state of perplexity and disi 
u she had not lately experienced. 

The following morning brought thi 
aod since it was his last visit, he 
persuaded to make it a long one. 
phingtoflp obserreV, that she was g 
come 4nil, for she well remembered 
he was setting out for India ho di 
iu)on tbem; " but then," she adt 
were uoder particular circumstance 
haps could not bear to see Caroline.' 

*' I was under particular circumsi 
I denia^ynyself the pleasure of ca 
Oaks, tip act of expiation." 

As Si^Iervyn spoke he raised hi 
deprecating manner to Caroline, w 
deeply, and the expression of his ci 
eager and animated, yet humble and 
recalled that blush — a silent yet cl 
staling of the feelings of each nth 
for a few inoments, lo pervnde a: 
hearts of ^ch, bat that sweet i 
faded away too^pickly — douhi sp 
breast of Everett, and perplexity 
. Caroline. 

Conversation thi»day was languid 
ful, and turned chiefly on the lettori 
expect, and the circumstances tiiat t 
in c(uise(]iience. Sir Mervyn asst 
that he would, without liositatiin, 
any journey \\iinaeU '\Tv?,ew(tV\ uC B 
stonQ, if lighl was \\\vo-.itv tt\>«o 
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paired by the necessity he judged to exist of 
tearing himself from the most valuable portion 
of it. In fact it was at this time his intention 
to form some acquaintance with Charles Ra- 
vensworth, or at least learn what were his 
present pursuits, from which he thought some 
judgement 'of the fate of Caroline might be 
formed, and from hers he now felt that his own 
must be decided, so far as his earthly happioesa 
was concerned. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



It was not a new thing for Caroline to expe- 
rience the loss of that person to whom she was 
attached, but never had she felt such loss 
comparatively painful with that, of him who 
' had so eminently been the friend of her ad- 
versity — her visitant •' to the house of mourn- 
ing." Alarmed at the acuteness of her own 
sensations on this point, she tried to persuade 
herself that it was grief for her father which 
rendered them more vivid, but she soon learnt 
that it was the want of one who had not only 
comforted her in affliction by the support of 
his friendship, but had been to her mind the 
sensible and elegant cota^^vACi^ ^^ '^ssxs^ 
required. Who had been lat mot^ ^^xi."^^^ 
for had they not* taken »^©e\. c.ovw^&^'V^^'T^^ 
aad walked ia the house o« Ooft. ^ ^w^^^ 
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on all the most holy, as welL as most familiar 
topics, they hsd coaversed with that full con- 
fidence inspired by a general knowledge ol 
each other's sentinieDls, and that desire to 
JDvestigBte each other's peculiar opiniona^ na- 
tural to congenial feelingi. They had rejoiced 
* and wept together, and together they had 
investigated the works of nature, the heaatial 
of art, and had a thousand times silently m 
joiced in the coincidence of their views. Til 
conviction (hen that they were formed to uU 
to each other's happiness, arose from no tMB 
sitory passion founded on personal admirEtioM 
casual preference, or customary affection — 1 
was the attachment of piety, virtue, and tasti 
to their own likeness. 

For the first time the complaints of Mn 
Elphinstone were not altogether disagrceabJi 
to her daughter, for she constantly lamentei 
the loss of him who had been a son to her 
being, she declared, ai like Mr. Elphinstom 
as possible, " for," she would say, " If you 
dear father had'nt bad hit hair tied behind 
with pyramids of curls on either side, a Ion] 
waistcoat embroidered, and short black Jnes 
pressibles, contrived as it wore on purpose ti 
spoil his shape, whore could there have been . 
jincr figure than he was when I tnarried him }' 

To such observations how often would bitte 

tears succeed, and in a short tiiiie both mothe 

and daughter thought only of the possibilitj 

the bare pouibility of uuven \q >\ievc \;^a» 

-~Ma. every dey ■ brought xW Viid&voQi *A V' 

iagaeanr, so every ^vj 'vaxx«9'»h.<ofi\^xv 
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tion of expectation, and the sorrow of disap- 
pointinent. 

Three weeks, however, had not passed, when 
Sir Mervyn Everett appeared, bpnging the 
welcome intelligence that Mr. Warren (the 
agent) was returning home, and would un- 
questionably bring decisive information, as he 
had made consignments of certain property, 
once belonging to Mr. George Elphinstone, to 
England, which had arrived. '* I confess this 
circumstance, in the first instance, awoke my 
fears for your father," continued Sir Mervyn, 
" but as, on inquiry, I had every reason to be- 
lieve our anxiety on the subject had completely 
escaped this man of legers, notwithstanding 
I said so much to him, I own that my hopes are 
considerably excited." 

Three more days passed, and there were 
no letters, nor did the same degree of happi- 
ness exist in our little party as before, although 
the same good will existed, and even increased 
gratitude on the one hand, and affection on the 
other. Suspense and abstraction marked the 
manners of Caroline — profound pity for her 
sufferings, and yet dqubt on the subject of 
them, affected her guest; whilst Mrs. Elphin- 
stone wondered and wept, soliloquised and 
scolded, by turns, when she did not sink into 
such long and unnatural reveries as to be more 
painful than either to those who loved her. 

On tl^e Sunday evening following Sir Mer- 
vyn's return he dined V\tSi \}A^TSV^^\ANi?>&>Sa8fiv. 
beginniDg to read a setmoti, -wVifttL Qfv^'^^'tf^ 
entered with a look oi gcc^x c^T»sXsix^^>«^ 
Maying, <« that Mrs. B.avci»vox\V\wA ^^^^ 
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letters which she had received in the course o 
that day, and the second of which had dii 
tressed her so much that she was quite ill, am 
bogged, if possible, that Mrs. Elphinston 
would come to her immediately — she was qbi 
ble to write, but had sealed the notes^ and nan 
bered each for them to read." 

*' Read the first, Caroline," said her mothei 
Caroline perceived that it was in the hand 
writing of Charles, but it now awoke no tre 
pidation beyond the solicitude occasioned b; 
this interruption — it ran as follows : 

Dear Mother, 

Pray put Ravensworth immediately into s 
good order as you can, to receive me and th 
daughter I am going to bring you, which is n 
other ihan pretty Phillis Dalrymple whom yo 
saw at York. She has a fine fortune, and wi! 
be of age in ten months. I write from Cattc 
rick, on the way to Gretna Green, and hope t 
be with you on Monday night, though it may b 
late*. 

Ypur's, &c. &c. 

Charles Ravensworth. 

As Caroline read this note her colour rece< 

ed, her voice became powerless, and she a| 

peared on the point of fainting. Everett fe 

hi» very heart sinking with apprehension, ant 

he saw, that in a iew rckotCL^xA.<& ^^\^ nh^s^ '^^ 

vulaion of feeWng, «iti<i ^Ve ^^oVa\w Vw^ 

tone, as she^ observed, ^^ W ^^^^^- ^^^ "^^mb 

aecond noto.tt»Lt loj i^>3.iix:^ dv^ve^tj^Vs^^ 
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there is much to surprise but nothing to alarm in 
this." 

" Read it, child ; it is written by his valet ap- 
parently." — Caroline obeyed. 

Onnebed Madam, 

I am exceedin sorry to inform you, that just 
as we got through Penrith Mr. Dairy ni pie over- 
taked us, and stopped our carridge, and had very 
high words with master; and he getting into 
one of his passions (more pity) would needs 
fight, and in pullin out his pistols one went off 
and wounded him sadly. So here we be in a 
poor little village, and I am in great distress, and 
begs, with my duty, you will come here directly, 
ond the bearer of this will show you where — 
and am your Ladyship's . 

Humbel Sarvant, 

Robert Cafes. 

P. S. I have got two doctors, and they both 
say as how it is a ugly wound ; so no more. 

'* Dear mother, what is to bo done ?" 
'* I will go to my sister this moment, and 
most probably I shall go with her to the poor 
boy — he is my dear brother's son, the last of 
my family, — let the carriage be got ready this 
moment." 

" Mrs. Ravonsworth's coach is here, ma'am,'* 

" That is right; her maid wUl Vson^ ^-^Ot^^^ 

what will do for us \)ol\\^ ^n^ V^^ ^VvavAax^^'^ 

will be sufficient — I \v\\\ uo\. \o^ti ^ \xvov<\ftro^- ^ 

" I will go with you, dcai moX\vex^\.o ws ^^ 
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aiiul*s certainly — I will go with you the whol 
journey if you wish it." 

'' No, no, not for the world — every day i 
now of the Irst iniporlancc — yon will wait fc 
letters, and jfive nio the earliest intelligence- 
and you, dear Sir IMervyn, will continue 1 
advise us, and 1 am sure you will, because yc 
see misfortunes are increasing upon us.'' 

Mrs. Elphinstone spoke with the rapidity ( 
extreme agitation, yet was evidently controllii 
her feelings, and trying to think of mar 
things without the pow^r of properly conside 
ing one. She three or four times mechanical! 
mentioned going to the Post Office, and 
length said , ** 1 am sure I wish we had even se 
to France for our letters, it is very possib 
some may be lying there at this very moment 

These words, though addressed to no on 
were heard with surprise by Sir Mervyn, b 
cause it proved that one thing, out of the mai 
devised, had escaped them all ; he made i 
reply, but placed both the ladies in the cs 
riage, and gave the orders Caroline had fc 
gotten respecting sending for her to Ravei 
worth, and returned to the dining-room. 

'* Shall I venture to remain here till she i 
turns ? — ah, no ! it will then he late, and 1] 
sense of propriety will be v/ounded. Nor coi 
I, ought I, to w^itnoss the grief for this unhap 
young man, which the sight of his mother ¥ 
unquestionably vwvakcvA. He is her near re 
tjoii, the com\ydi\\o\\ o^ \\^x \w"Iv\\\^n ^ ^^ vs' 
beloved of liev \\cvvyV., v\\\(i X*^ Vvi^ ^\v^ ^^v 
moved by sv\c\\ u ^VvvVuw, ^'^^^^^^^^'^^"^^^^ 
J could not ^*<^^^'**^'^^^*"^* 
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As the lover thus reasoned, lie vet hlended 
with his compassion for the suflcrcr the remem- 
brance of the liberty he had given Caroline by 
the decisive proof of his own engagement, 
offered in his flight to the land of matrimonial 
freedom; and he flattered himself that the 
strong emotion evinced by her at the moment 
she read this proof of her liberty arose from plea- 
sure not pain — '^ and if she indeed rejoiced in 
her freedom, had he not some right to hope she 
would soon admit a happier thraldom ?" 

These pleasant cogitations had continued 
longer than he was aware, and he was startled 
from them by new, and as he deemed unplea- 
sant sounds ; for there was a loud talking of 
the servants, and a bustle in the house alto- 
gether unusual in a place, which of late had 
seemed, as it were, the chamber of death, from 
the silent manners and subdued voices of its 
inhabitants. Before ho had time to consider 
how to reprove this fault without appearing 
to encroach on the rights of the absent, the 
door suddenly opened, and one or two voices 
exclaimed, in joyful accents, "Oh, your ho- 
nour, Benson is come back, and he has brought 
capital news !" 

Benson in another moment made his appear- 
ance, and after telling many " moving acci- 
c'ents by land and flood." declared that he had 
at length found, at Yarmouth, the sailor he 
had so long pursued — " Yes, your honour, the 
yery 'dentical sailor thaX vj^'s v^n^^ — -^^"^ ^'^ 
other died after he was \;iTv«ieii\, -occ^^ vs. Sartw^J^"' 
fellow he was, and reTucm>a^te.i5i. -svs* V^^ ^ 
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master and bis inaD had their things on board, 
and something happened as made him give 
up coming, because for why he said he must go 
again to Moscow. — ^An he said, as how a packet 
of letters was given to the captain, some for 
France and some for England, and paid for very 
handsome ; and he himself got a gold ducat for 
moving the luggage to the boat — so your ho- 
nour sees my own master must have been 
the man." 

"Is the carriage ready for Rave ns worth ?" 
said the Baronet to the gaping crowd who sur- 
rounded him. 

It was and he immediately got into it, with 
Benson, and proceeded as quick as possible, 
but on arriving there, found that all the ladies 
had been gone above an hour. Miss Elphin- 
stone declaring that she could not bring herself 
to leave them during the night, and ordering 
her carriage to proceed to the next stage, to 
which place she would take a post chaise to 
meet it. The servants described the grief of 
their mistress in such glowing colours, that it 
appeared not improbable that she might go 
much farther. 

'^ You have travelled a long way, and must 
want refreshment," said Sir Mervyn to Benson, 
" otherwise I would certainly have asked you 
to take the place of my man, and go with me 
into France to seek your master, for I am 
persuaded he is iVict^ Xi'^ x\i\?» navw^^ ^\ ^sh^kl 
will be." 

"And will your Viououx i^V^ m^\— vw^. 
all I have to say, a^^^t VvxfteXm^ ^v^^^ ^ 
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waves as I did all through last month, a coast- 
ing it up and down, 'twould be strange if a car- 
riage could hurt me.'' 

Three or four hours unbroken sleep at the 
Arms refreshed Benson, and settled the con- 
cerns of Sir Mervyn Everett, and long before 
Mrs. Elphinstone had completed her northern 
journey^ he had advanced to the soath ; and 
before Benson's news had in any form reached 
her, Benson, to use his own expression, had 
*• moored with the moonsheers." 

Even the welcome tidings of his good master's 
escape from the salt waves, conveyed in a long 
verbose letter from poor Old worth, who many 
a time stayed his pen, that he might wipe his 
eyes, and lift up his heart in thanksgiving, 
failed to cheer the heart of Mrs. Elphinstone, 
when she beheld her long-loved nephew smit- 
ten in the day of his youth, and stretched, pale 
and nearly speechless, on the bed of death, 
gazing upon her and his mother with glazed 
eyes that scarcely recognized them, yet con- 
tinually repeating the wosds, " Caroline is my 
heir." This assertion every person around him 
declared he had been making, at intervals, ever 
since he entered the house. 

It appeared that when Mr. Dalrymple over- 
took the carriage of Mr. Ravens worth, in which 
he had no doubt of finding his run away sister, 
he ordered his own postillions fo pass their car- 
riage, and at all hazards, so cross them as to 
block up the road. This laaLXiCEvvsx^ ^^tw^^ 
Charles excessively, and Vie^ox^V^ ^^vasS^'^ ^'^^^ 
who was trying to c\rcumveuX\v\t£i>^'^^^'^. 
such taogaage as no soutX«#SSi ^^"^ ^^^^ 
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bear, especially the one who held himself to 
be the injured party. When he saw Mr. Dal- 
rymple he was checked for a moment, during 
which the latter earnestly besought his sis- 
ter to return with him, saying, ^'you already 
are aware of many reasons why you ought not 
to marry Mr. Ravensworth, and I will new 
give you another — he is engaged to his cousin, 
Miss Elphinstonc.'^ 

"Tis a lie — an infernal lie" — roared Charles 
in a voice that terrified his fair companion. 

^' 'Tis a fact^ and though a loud denial may 
terrify a woman, it proves nothing to a man.'* 

** I tell you 'tis a lie, by G — , for she refused 
me in Paris." 

^^ But you will not refuse me the satisfaction 
I have a right to demand, any more than the 
sister I claim, and will have." 

'' You shall have all you ask, and more than 
you ask," cried Charles, trembling with rage; 
and feeling in a pocket of the chariot for his 
pistols, into which a shawl of Miss Dalrymple's 
had been stufibd, in a moment he drew out one, 
and handed it to her brother, who immediately 
cried out, " Phillis, my love, do not be fright- 
ened, rely on mc" — but scarcely were the words 
pronounced, when a report was heard, and 
Charles Ravensworth sunk back on Miss Dal* 
rymplc's shoulder, who gave a loud scream, 
and immediately fainted from excessive terror. 

Mr. Dalrymple, alarmed for his sister, im- 
mediately gave xVve Y^«Xc\ \v^ V^^^. NaoXft tba 
hands of Capes, aiv^ oxvo^^tAXi^^^ ^^^w^^Ns*' 
a moment be\ioyeeL vWx^ VCx^ ««\a\ ^m^^}€^ 
but Charles «|pte^ Vv\iase\i \o x«W|Ri.\i 



SELF-DENIAL. 173 

and said ^* the ball had entered his own breast 
or shoulder." He was carried out with the ut- 
most care, but sufTered dreadfully from the 
motion, and lost so much blood that from the 
first no hopes were entertained of his life. It 
was found that the ball had taken a slanting 
direction, and, passing through the left lobe, 
lodged in the right shoulder. It was extracted 
with little difficulty, but Charles read his fate 
in the looks exchanged between his medical as- 
sistants, or perhaps still more in that universal 
weakness which followed his loss of blood — a 
weakness one whom nature seemed to have 
perfected in her pride of outward endowment, 
must feel most sensibly. 

At that time he expressed a great wish to 
see his mother, and when told that Capes had 
despatched a messenger for her, observed, "he, 
TOO had sent a messenger on a far different er- 
rand. '^ This was the only reference he made 
to his situation with Miss Dalrymple ; but as if 
it recalled Caroline to his mind, he pronounced 
slowly and distinctly the words, ^' Caroline 
Clphinstone, of the Oaks, my cousin, is my 
heir, I call you all to witness ;" and then en- 
deavoured to take the advicb of the faculty, 
and gain some sleep. From this time his 
powers of body and mind rapidly declined, and^ 
be rarely spoke intelligibly, except to repcatT 
the simple phrase, *^ Caroline is my heir."- Th^ 
good woman at the house where he laid could 
not forbear to ask *^ if d&^%\MM\!i'^^\.^^^.^^ 
clergyman V^ on wVucV\ \ve %i\^ ^^Sgs^^>'^*'?L 
un^lgandiDg the que«iL\o^^JL^l xsiRJ^^^ ^"^ 



174 SELF-DENIAL. 

pray — yes, yes, my poor mother will pray — 
and she will pray — Caroline is my heir." 

For one loni^ night, and a part of the fol- 
lowing day, did the fond mother add the awe- 
struck aunt, on either side his couch, hang on 
his looks, and listen to his breathings, as such 
sufferers alone can look and listen. After 
taking a restorative medicine from the hand of 
his physician, he appeared for a moment to 
recognise them both, but in the exertion nature 
was exhausted, and he expired without a strug- 
gle. 

Deep and bitter was the grief of the mother, 
though much previous sorrow prevented it from 
taking the strong and overwhelming character 
of that mingled grief and terror which at this 
moment aiTected the aunt. Mrs. Elphinstone 
had never before met the King of Terrors face 
to face, and it was no wonder that she shrunk 
from him ; but it was happy for her that she was 
conscious of her own weakness, and whence it 
proceeded ; and that she desired earnestly and 
humbly to tread, henceforward, in the path so 
often and so tenderly prescribed by her husband, 
and walked in by that daughter whose value, at 
this moment of absence and suffering, she held 
to be inestimable. 

^ In the meantime Caroline had at the ap^ 
%)ointed time reached home, and learned, with 
Sincere gratitude to Heaven, the news said to. 
ho communicated by Benson. But why Ben- 
son was himself j^one, ^wiik ^wv^ ^\^ ^w^^sm.- 
yyn Everett no owe Vli\cvi ^VCvCcv^iT, ^irofc^jMgr 
icry shq could Ig|^\\^o^• \^Vve^«t * 
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from some further information she could not 
divine, and still less did she dare to indulge in 
hope on a subject so awful, at a time when 
events so deeply interesting were taking place 
in her family. ^' Was it not a kind of treason 
in her to follow, in idea, the steps of Sir Mer- 
vyn Everett, when her poor cousin was dying, 
and his excellent mother suffering? could even 
her solicitude for her father excuse a momen- 
tary forgetfulness of the terrible suspense and 
ignorance under which she laboured, as to the 
situation of her once-loved Charles V 

This suspense was not of long continuance; 
the arrival of Capes to announce his death, 
and prepare to lay the last man of his race in 
the tumb of his ancestors, arrived far sooner than 
she was prepared to meet it. The news was 
more afflictive to her, by much, than she had 
expected ; for she knew not the depths of her 
own heart's tenderness, nor how fondly she had 
cherished the' hope that in time Charles, though 
no longer her Charles, would become an alter- 
ed, a virtuous character. Still, when the first 
burst of her grief had subsided she foand 
comfort in her mother's note, for it bespoke the 
genuine contrition of a heart deeply piovcbdy 
and cfTcctually roused to due consideiljtioi]||b'f. 
its own state. Even the death of (7narl«y 
sudden and terrible as it was, admitted some 
consolation, for it was one of accident. He 
had not lifted his hand against the life of an- 
other^ or been himself precipitated \^\ft ^Vax- 
aity bjr oao who never "wou\^to«^ ^'fc'^aR^Ns> 
lamea^. Bodily suffentidl^ coN:ww^^^«^ 
iumr^^ ' js passions, an«^^^^- \»»^>>^^^^ 
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in tKo few hours of life and reason which had 
remained, to look on high for help. On such 
subjects she had not shunned to speak, nor he 
to listen, in days long past — she had then made 
but weak impressions, yet perhaps their linea- 
ments remained, and at least, in closing his un- 
happy career of folly and vice, it might yet be 
said, ^^ Behold, he prayeth.'^ 

If Caroline's conclusions were made on un- 
certain premises, Isince they afforded hope and 
consolation to her own heart, it would have 
been cruel to have denied them. They sup- 
ported her through the sad preparations it was 
now her dutv to make, and enabled her to be- 
come the support of those sincere mourners 
who now returned tocher care, and sought in her 
unceasing tenderness, and that knowledge she 
possessed of the sources of sacred consolatioa 
revealed in the Scriptures, for the comfort they 
required so much. 

Whilst the funeral procession is winding 
through the long avenues which the hand of the 
spoiler had marked for that destruction which 
so awfully and Liiddcnly fell upon his own head, 
we will follow the steps of one traveller io 
search of another to Paris. 



I 
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CHAPTER XV. 



The hopes of Sir Mervyn Everett were greatly 
increased, by finding no fewer than five letters 
Bt the house occupied the preceding spring by 
Mrs. Elphinstone, but his pleasure was some- 
what damped, at the moment, from the vexatioa 
he experienced at his own deficient precau- 
tion in not inquiring after them sooner. That 
Mrs, Elphinstone or her daughter should think 
it sufficient to leave their address was natural, 
but he ought to have known the world better 
than to have left matters so important to the 
ehances of a lodging-house keeper's attention. 

From what he could learn, two of these let- 
ters had been delivered just about the time 
when the ladies arrived in England, and the 
last not more than a fortnight — it was therefore 
very probable that it was meant to announce 
Mr. Elphinstone's return, as the leather in Rus- 
sia was now well calculated for travelling with 
great expedition, for it was the middle of De- 
cember, and the frost had long been settled* 
" I wiH set out for Stettin^ said Sir Mervyn, 
*' immediately." 

'* But I can go thcrt^ mayhaij^ your honour ^'' 
said Benson J " and iVien yoxx cwv ViO**. •5^"^'"«5^^ 
you a bit, in a p\aco \»\\et^ vVtfW^^ ^^ \a»5^*^ 
MaetW^ always say \ti ^\k^^^% ^^"^^^ 
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go oTtir tho wide worlJ wi' an English tongue 
in his head." 

*' Yet I much question whether your York- 
shire tongue, Benson, would pass current io 
Pomeranian Prussia, pure as it is — however, 
on second thoughts, I may as well stay here a 
little time, since all arrivals may be known by 
applying to the police." 

Having done this, our stranger applied him- 
self to what his man termed *^ seeing of sights ;" 
but his heart was not engaged, could not be 
engaged with any thing, save those trophies 
which must ulwiiys interest a soldier, and lead 
him, in idea, to the tented field. In a few days 
he was informed, by an English newspaper, of 
the fate of Charles Ravensworth, and from that 
moment he became impatient to see Caroline, 
to present those letters which were most likely 
to soothe her sorrow and that of her mother, 
whose affection for the deceased he was well 
aware of; and he therefore determined to set 
out immediately for England, and leave the 
faithful Benson to meet his master, and give 
him those tidings of his family which he must 
have been long anxious to receive. 

For this purpose he wished to put the poor 
fellow into the care of some English gentleman 
of respectability, known to iiimself or family — 
he had hitherto avoided his countrymeiii but 
he now began seriously to seek them, and, in 
a Caff^, had the good fortune to meet an officer 
who had been \n the so^iue regiment with him- 
self at his outset iTiW^e. 

Mutual concra\u\^\Aow^ ^oYiq^^^^XsnsX^^N^b 
creasing desire ot reXutmt^^v^^^^^^^^^:^'^ 
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Sir Mervyn soon to enter on his business with 
regard to Benson, whom Major Thornby en- 
gaged to protect as a master, and aid as an 
interpreter. As the gentlemen had agreed not 
to separate for the day, Everett now asked the 
Major to step with him to the office where he 
must apply for a passport. 

*^ I would do so with the greatest pleasure, 
but I am tied to this place ^r one more half- 
hour, as I every minute expect two Russian 
merchants who arrived in Paris last night, and 
have, I believe, got letters of importance for 
me, since they dispatched a note to my Hotel 
(Rue Vivian) appointing to meet me here at 
this hour — being Englishmen, I wonder they 
are not more punctual." 

Sir Mervyn calmly reseated himself, with a 
kind of patient impatience in his looks, which 
proved, at least, that he intended to wait for 
his friend's leisure, and even when the half 
hour wufS passed, he was still willing to remain. 

His perseverance was not put to a much fur- 
ther trial, but his temper was, from hearing the 
loud obstreperous voice of Benson, who was 
waiting without, but who rudely entered, wav- 
ing his hat, and shouting, ^^ I have found him I 
I have found him your honour!" 

Sir Mervyn, turning towards the voice, saw 
that. Benson was still pulling at the arm of an 
elderly, gentleman, so closely wrapt in a tra- 
velling cloak, and large cap, iVvaX Vvv& ^^\^wv 
was completely hidden, and xYi^ "R^x^w^sx^ ^n»^ 
doubting but the man had wualaVL^tL ^^t«vev ^'^^'^^^ 
ger for his master, advanced eM&tX^ v> ^V^^ 
gize. The gentleman taking oS \v\% c,^^^ 
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discovering hair as white as the snows of the 
country he had left, announced himself as Mr» 
Elphinstonc, observing, '^ that it was his recol- 
lection of Benson whicli had occasioned the 
poor f(?llo\v's transports.'* 

Sir Mcrvyii started at the name — then gazed 
in his face, and seeing there (despite of the 
blanched locks) a complexion glowing with 
health, and iliat clearness of the eye which in- 
dicates it best, tears gushed into his own, and 
he seized the hand of Mr. Eiphinstone per 
force, and whilst pressing it between both fai» 
own, exclaimed in a voire quivering yet exalt- 
ing, '* Oh that Caroline partook this sight I — 
that her poor mother could behold you as I 
do!" 

'^And why do they not? where are they! 
in seeing Benson T had hoped to find them." 

*• Alas ! they have been, ever since April, 
mourning for you as lost in the Adventure^ 
which was sunk off Dantzic. Your servant's 
long search after the few survivors of that 
wrwck at length gave hopes of your safety, and 
1 came hither to ascertain it farther, if possi- 
ble,, and then search for you, if necessary, in 
Russia." 

"It is you, then, who took my letters from 
that house where I expected to find my wife 
and daughter — may I ask to whose kindness 1 
am so much iudebtnd ?" 

*^You remember C;i\v\.^\w'^^\N'^X\ ^H^tett?'' 

'* I remem\^cr \V\s c\\?v.Y?SLC\ax \i^\.\fe\ ^^«l>s\ 
person," said Mr. Y,\vV\^^^'^^^'»^'?^^^^^'^^^^^ 
Jiaiid with great cord\vv\\V>j . - ^^\vv ^^^V^;^^ 
saw you, sir, Wt ciwce, vxu(^ vVv^Xnn^ ^^V^ 
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back. I think, however, I can divine jour 
history better than lean recollect your features. 
You have returned and married my friend 
Maitland's younger daiig^htor, are settled in our 
neighbourhood, and — but, in one word, tell me 
IS Caroline married ?*' 
" She is not, sir." ' 

" That is well — that is well," said the father, 
in great agitation. 

'* Nor am I married," said Sir Mervyn ; ** but 
of me and my affairs we will not speak, nor 
will [ at this moment inquire how you have 
been so long lost to your family. I will only 
say that when you entered this place I was 
iabout to get a passport for the purpose of de- 
livering these five letters into the hands of 
Mrs. Elphinstone, who, in addition to her dis- 
tress as a supposed widow, is now lamenting 
the loss of her nephew." 

'*The loss of Charles Ravensworth ? you 
cannot mean ^fwi. Captain Everett?" 

^'When I left England he was in great dan- 
ger from an accidental pistol wound — it has 
terminated fatally." 

^*My poor child ! how she will suffer !^s this 
the end of that fine boy whom we all loved so 
fondly ?" 

Mr. Elphinstone sat down and shrouded 
himself in his cloak, but on Sir Mervyn step- 
ping forward and offering his arm, he took it in 
silence, and pro/seeded with him to his own Ho- 
tci, followed by Major TVxoixkVj ^iw^'^x.^*^^- 
re/i,^who, it appeared, w^^ \Vci c.QX«vv'^^^^!^^ ^'^ 
Mr. EJphinstone, and v\\^ ^>^>X^^^ ^"^ "^^^ 
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tageous news to the officer, who had been the 
happy means of bringing the parties together. 
When Mr. Clphinstone found liimself in a 
quiet apartment, he informed Sir Mervyn, that 
sometime before his ilhicss he had written to 
JVlr. Warren, informing him, that without his 
assistance he should find it impossible to ob- 
tain certain sums due in the south of Russia 
to his late brother's estate, and promising, that 
if he would come over, he would put the busi- 
ness in his hands, and leave with him such a 
sum of money, as would be necessary to carry 
it on with. This offer was joyfully acceded to, 
and his late agent lost not an hour in setting 
out, but having unfortunately an aversion to 
the sea, he travelled by the .same rout by 
which they had returned. On the road, how- 
ever, he had met with many impediments, and 
as numerous vessels had meantime arrived from 
England, neither bringing him nor letters, and 
the sickness of Mr. Elphiustone had rendered 
him impatient to return to his family, he took . 
his passage as we have already seen. A few I 
days before the Adventure sailed he received a ' 
letter from Warren, who had arrived at Niemu- 
gen, and been successful in obtaiuiog a con- 
siderable debt, and he urged, in the strongest 
terms, the necessity of their proceeding together 
through those towns of southern Russia where ^ 
monies to a great amount still remained doe. 
During the \asl iVwe© "w^^Va Mx, lill^hinstone 
had gained slreti^vVv t^^\^\^^ ^^x^^x^ '^>& 
ietter altered Wis \n\ew\:\oTv^^ ^w^\v^ ^i^'^^^^^^ 
to renciove bis eoods iiom \!tvek%V\Vn^^\\»VxV! 

to his servants, «* ^«^^ ^* "^^^ ^'"^^^^ ^ "^^^ 
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them of his safety, and his. Intention to return 
by way of Paris, where he now wished them by 
all means to remain, and he engaged the mas- 
ter to see those letters duly forwarded. He 
satisfied himself with the hope that Mrs. £1- 
phlnstone would receive these letters so nearly 
after the other, as to spare her from any locoo- 
venience, but it appeared from the event, that 
the first had a singularly quick passage, and the 
second were engulphed in the Baltic, from which 
circumstance her removal from Paris, and all 
her consequent uneasiness, had ensued. 

Mr. Elphinstone's second journey through 
the south of Russia, under the guidance of a 
regular man of business, had been of such a 
nature as to render it by no means surprising 
that he did not hear from his family. The very 
day he left Petersburgh he had received a 
long letter from Caroline, in which she spoke 
of remaining at Paris through the summer with 
pleasure, in the hope of seeing him early in the 
autumn, and heartily did he wish that the 
letter might be lost which he had written to 
alter that intention, but continued to comfort 
himself with the belief, that its contents would 
bo neutralized by those so rapidly succeeding 
it. To such a husband and father as Mr. £1- 
phinstone, the loss of letters from home for so 
long a period was great, but his success in the 
object of his journey atoned for it, since he had 
collected more than fifty thousand pounds^ by 
which njeans his sister ^nd ^'eiwX^ '^^x^V-^^J^ 
provided for, his beloved C^xcXwi^ "^^"^^^ 
^/th an ample fortune, «LTid V^o ^^J'^^.j*. 
nd faithful aervauU ot Vi\% d^V^^'^^ ^^^ 
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one in Russia, iind Mr. W. in Eogland, were 
nobly rewarded. 

Yet one circumstance embittered this good 
fortune from the period when Caroline became 
of age, for he greatly dreaded her marriage with 
Charles might then take |jhice, and it so hap- 
pened, that even on the verge of SiberJR, he 
heard of his gaming transactions in Paris, which 
were spoken of as passing in a circle at an Eng- 
lish gentleman's house, and not likely to trans- 
pire ; so tiiat although ho could trust to Caroline's 
promise, he yet thought she might be deceived. 
That his wife had a facility for being misled, be 
was well aware, and her blind partiality to her 
nephew was but too likely to make her a party 
in what he deemed the destruction of her daugh- 
ter. 

It will be supposed that on this momentous 
subject the anxious father was impatient to 
learn many particulars, but the death of Charles 
Ravensworth seemed in itself to answer all, ! 
and he never referred to it without apostro- 
phising on the sorrow of Caroline ; Everett was 
loath to make anv observation, much less com- 
munication on the subject, but he could not 
forbear to say, 

** Miss Elphinstone's returning spirits on 
your arrival, will convince you, sir, that she 
can thankfully exchange her cousin for her 
father, for never did a more attached daughter 
ejr/st." 

** Ah ! sir, but CV\^t\e?» "^^n^w^^^x^ ^i& 
not alone my poor ^uVs coiistu. >Ec^t^^\?i&> 
three years he V\as beeiv Vex ev^cK^x^$.,V^x^ 
feive/ layer, and 1 u^^^ ^xov v^Wn^^xA^^ 



SELF-DSNIAli. I8i 

early love receiyed lo severe a blight,) that the 
young heart holds ties more tender and bind- 
ing than those of the nearest consanguinity." 

*< Nevertheless, sir, I will venture to say, 
that your daughter has lamented 3'our loss 
much more than his, during the last eight months, 
in which, as I understand, they have been com- 
pletely parted." 

More on this subject Sir Mervyn would not say, 
but his silence and confusion awakened some- 
thing like a suspicion of the truth as to his own 
heart's fealty. Mr. Elphinstone, therefore, be- 
came doubly impatient to return home, more 
especially as he intended to see his sister on hiy 
ruad, and give into her hands money and secu« 
rities for her share of the Russian property. 
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•' There are still no loiters bv th 
here is a littlo bit of a note, lei't at 
in the middle of the ni^lit," said C 
a melancholy tone, as he presented 
paper to his lady, as lie sat at bie; 
Caroline and Mrs. Ravenswortl*. 

It was written with a pencil : ** '. 
many letters, and much good news, i 
with you at ten.*' 

" It is from Sir Mervyn Everett, u 
— ^he must be now at the Arms, let so 
sent to tell him he must come this 
me.'' 

** But, dear mother, you hear th; 
by the lodge in the middle of the 
must require rest, you know, at le 
I doubt not but he has travelled iiicess 
hundred and thirty miles." 

" But he has letters from your fall 

from my own dear dear Edv.ard. A 

not send themi \v wa^ *iyvu\ \cn \v>X 

them^ and to \v\i\\V\o\d \.Wa\\ ^kvnxw \^ 

" Lost as t\\ey \vol\c Xow^V^av 
dare to trust l\\em \tv\o o\Wx 
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'* I will hare patience, dear Caroline — I will 
try — but, God help me, I am very, very weak. 
Ah ! how long have 1 been a perpetual thorn 
in your side, my love ! How very different is 
that kind of good humour which I once pos- 
sessed to that self-subdual, that equanimity 
you always practise — will he be here exactly at 
ten, do you think ?'^ 

*^ We will go out and meet him, dear mo- 
ther,*' said Caroline, scarcely less agitated than 
herself, but seeking, by any employment, to 
fill the interval, short as it was, till the traveller's 
arrival. 

But before pelisses and bonnets could be put 
on. Sir Mervyn had arrived, and laid before 
their straining eyes the five letters received in 
Paris — they were all in the hand-writing of 
Mr. Elphinstone — all grasped alternately by 
such trembling hands, that Mrs. Ravensworth, 
roused from her own sorrow by sympathy in 
their joy, declared *' that she saw nobody was 
capable of opening them but herself." 

" Sir Mervyn shall . open them — our kind, 
generous friend — he shall perfect the joy he 
has given us." '* Then he must do it by speak- 
ing, not of the letters, but their writer — but 
will you be calm, my dear madam, will you 
allow joy to approach you as nearly as sorrow 
has done, and not be overcome by it ?" 

^' God will help me, unworthy as I am — if I 
was sustained in sorrow, I sUall be helped la 

''But what can you t^W w^ ^^ "^^ T^^^'^ 
whence did ho send these XeVVet^T"^ ^^v^^^^ 
line in a voice of extreu\e ^o\vc\W^^'^' 
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^' These letters I found in Paris, and just as 
I was setting out to bring them, your father 
himself arrived — ^you look at me with doubt — 
it is however true* — I have seen him, told him 
of your lone; sufterings, and" — 

" Seen him ! — seen my husband !" — cried Mrs. 
Elphinstone, as with a shriek she flung herself 
into Sir Mervyn's arms, clung round his neck, 
and, sobbing hysterically, continued to say, 
"seen him! seen him!" 

At this moment, too, Caroline, bursting into 
tears, took refuge in the arms of her aunt, 
whose joy was scarcely less than theirs ; for it 
was to her the recovery of a friend now more 
than ever valuable, and seemed to be the one 
thing in life which could console her affliction. 
The moment Mrs. Elphinstone could speak at 
all, she professed an intention of setting out for 
Paris that very hour to meet her husband, in 
which her daughter heartily concurred. 

*' But I am happy to Stiy you have no need 
to go SO far ; I parted with &lr. Elphinstone 9^ 
Canterbury, from whence he went direct to 
Devonshire." 

" In England, and not hasten to me ! — Oh, 
what can be the meaning of this 1 In the same 
countrv, and not come first to vs ?" 

•* Believe mc, it was an act of great self-de- 
nial on Mr. Elphinstoiie's part not to do it; 
but a very little reflection will show you, that 
hy adding not more \V\vxt\ \vjc> dw^'s to his ab- 
sence of two years, \\c a\, oxvc^ ^^^^ ^^£\^ i\'3^&\ 
he loves, discharges i\\ose o\A\^^v\om ^V\O^V\^ 
sense of duly caWs for, ^ti^ ^^^^^^ W^^^ ^^« 
the pain of tearing HTtvse\^ txomV^^i^^^M 
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this purpose, almust so soon as he had arrived. 
To this I may add, that it was much better you 
sshould be informed of this G;reat change by de- 
^^reijs — that your mind should be prepared — on 
this point, lAIr. Elphinstone was very anxious." 

"He is ri»ht ! — he is always right! — how 
little do I deserve the mercies by which I am 
surrounded I surely I shall never again forget 
them — as my husband will be the blessing of 
my life, so shall he be my guide, my teacher." 

Mrs. Elphinstone glided out of the room as 
she spoke, that she might pour out her full 
heart at that throne of grace to which (as a pe- 
nitent) the death-bed of her nephew lirst led 
her, btjt the perturbation of her spirits did not 
permit her to remain long. She had a thou- 
sand questions to ask of the looks, the words 
of her husband: and althouirh the letters were 
opened, kissed, and read, they were continually 
laid down, to receive what appeared the later, 
and therefore better intelligence, from one so 
blest as to have seen her husband. 

In the meantime Caroline, though eager also 
to catch every word which related to her father, 
and certainly considerinjr ** that truths so dear 
came mended from that tongue" which reveal- 
ed them with all the glow of genuine philan- 
thropy, had yet gladdened the hearts of all her 
household by the welcome news, and despatch- 
ed messengers to those friends most interested 
in their welfare. It wiis well that the new 
guest was modest, for he w«l% qv^x'^VsrW^^ 
with praises — that he was Xfevcv\kfiT^\fc^ ViX NsNv'Si 
could citlwr contrive a d\uwet, w c^^"*- ^"^ 
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has its cliarms, well might it be particul 
cinating when combined with the love 
ueration universally entertained for 
phinstone; who although in ffict he had 
no personal danger, nor had encounte 
difficulty, became, if not more dear, y 
finitely more importance in the eyes ol 
pendants. We all value ihdt for which 
trembled and wept — we all honour t! 
hold as the courageous and the aOlictec 

There was no occasion to say, 'spc 
Use, speed,' to Caroline's messengers 
a very short time the village of Rave 
and the hamlet of Oakton rung with 
come news. Sir Mervyn had not < 
mention any precise time for the arriva 
Elphinstone, knowing that the roads 
a very unfavourable state for travelling 
had even avoided confessing that he h 
a day with his mother on the way, 
should lead them to miscalrulate. II 
that it was possible Mr. Elphinston 
arrive on the morrow, but he durst 
positively. No one could exert th 
more than he did to keep up the spirit 
awakened, but no powers of enter 
could divert the mind at such a season 
and expectation, and the diiinor had ] 
silence, when Mrs. Ravensworth rema 
there was an unusual lijrht above the 
shutters. 

Ca?oline sprang ioTW^x^, ^^<^ ^>^^.^^ 
observed there waa a\ioti^>c^. \n\ >\^ 
next the lawn — ^^^dc^t xriovV^t,^ 
out refreshmeal xo xVio*^ ^oox c 
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moment — and, hark I the bells ! — ^yes, the bells 
are certainly ringing — all our dear neighbours 
are rejoicing with us.'* 

Mrs. Elphinstone sprang from her seat and 
rung, but in another moment called aloud, 
*'take out every thing we have in the house, 
Foster, immediately, that can be eaten, and 
Oldworth, do you send the men with all the 
ale we have. Sir Mervyn, make a huge bowl 
of punch, I beseech you — Caroline, my love, 
do not stand crying there, but assist poor 
Foster; every one must be fed to-night, and 
to-morrow — ^yes, to-morrow they shall be 
feasted. '^ 

** Aye, and far beyond to-morrow shall the 
poor and the aged bless this day," said Caro- 
line, as with clasped hands and eyes still gush- 
ing with tears of joy and gratitude, she gazed 
on the little crowd before her. 

** But, dear ladies, Mrs. Elphinstone, Caro- 
line, I entreat you, do not give way to the sen- 
sibility which may be too much for you — he is 
now near you, very near — it was my express 
order, that the bells should not strike up their 
sounds of congratulation till his carriage ac- 
tually appeared." 

In another momeht the loud halloo of poor 
Benson (now greater than ever was conqueror 
in his car of triumph) was heard. Twice be- 
fore had it been heard as an annoyance by the 
Baronet, but now it was the pledge of joy, the 
herald of happiness. 

To describe the pleasure, V\\e ;!\^^^X\wx^^ 
ecstacy of that moment, vjVv^x:^ We^ ^^^"^^"^^ 
band and fond father ^as Axexii^v^^ ^^^ 
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to the bosom of his wife and daugliter, is' im- 
possible — nor can wc describe the feelings of the 
former, when, seated by his side, she gazed in 
his face, passed iier light fingers through his 
whitened hair, and wept as she beheld it — or 
the higher emotions of the latter, as kneeling 
by them both, she clasped their united hands 
in her own, and silently prayed for blessings oa 
their re-union, not tinly for time, but eternity. 

When a few days were passed, and the tu- 
mult of joy had subsided into that ' sober cer- 
tainty of waking bliss' which left the heart at 
leisure to conienjplato its happiness, and ascend 
in thankful adoration to the great Giver, Ca- 
roline enjoyed that leisure from hiuh excite- 
ment favourable to the wishes of Sir Mervyn 
Everett, and he was not slow to urge his suit. 
She was sufliciently aware, not only of his 
merits, but of her own heart's innate ap- 
probation of them, to confess her esteem, 
and to blush her aliection — it was not the mo- 
ment to ask for more. 

Rut the time did come, when with the entire 
approbation of her father — the more than ap- 
probation of her delighted mother, Caroline 
consented to become the wife of one whom her 
judgement approved not less than her love se- 
lected. The groves and avenues of Ravens- 
worth, spared from the axe, b( held the returr 
of more than their pristine honours, and Sir 
JMervyn became really an inhabitant of thai 
coiiniiy be so i\ec\t\cic\\y Y^vi"^vit\c^,^w\^<^W'^ 
hand of that \ove\y wovcvoiw nnVo^j.^ \i\\V\^^'3.' 
held to be above u\\ ptvcoi. Axv ^xnwv^Vx^ \^ 
ter to this gen\\emivvY, \.\vc so\vc\uv$^^ ^S. v\ 
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ther was satisfied, that >o far as reliance on 
human nature can go he had a right to calcu- 
late — no cloud was on his mind, no fear nf the 
future affected his spirits, when he consigned 
her to the tenderness of a man whose virtue had 
been tried, and whose religious principles were 
established and avowed. 

It will be] readily conceived that, with such 
friends, Mrs. Ravensivorth experienced every 
comfort, whether of pecuniary aid, or alTcctioii- 
ate attention, her desolate state dGmanded — 
that tbe creditors of her misguided son though 
numerous, and in some cases unworthy, were 
all legally satisfied, and that whilst the groves 
of Ravensworth were preserved from the axe, 
its tenants were also delivered from that Q\t- 
pression the necessities of its lale musteti. had 

With respect to Mrs. Elphinstone, it may he 
truly said, that the mercies she experienced 
had the happiest effect upon her heart and 
izonduci, in conjunction with the awful trial 
to which we have alluded. Frequently will 
she lament the ii-rilabiliiy and caprice she 
manifested under the supposed li)S3 of her bus 
band, and confess the injustice nnd cVcn cruel- 
ty of her conduct towards it daughter who not 
only shared all her sufferings in that day of 
doubt and affliction, but was also called upon 
to subdue the long cherished hopes and expec- 
tations of her own heart. In relating the sad 
story of her nephew's errors, awi \\\e -^oxv ■iwa 
herself took in that net wVi'vcV Oi\?,*«Asei '^"''^ 
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herself, where she had been in error, with all the 
ingenuousness which belonged to her nature, 
and the contrition which her enlightened views 
of duty awakened. With glistening eyes, but 
thankful heart, the tender father pui*sued, step 
by step, the dangers and escape of his only 
child — tlie solace of his life, the staff of 
his declining years. Whilst he looked upon 
her present situation, as the beloved wife of a 
husband like-minded with herself, and there- 
fore capable of appreciating her excellence, the 
possessor of a noble fortune she knows so well 
to dispense with equal generosity and wisdom, 
and holding that place in society where the 
poor may daily enjoy her protection and the 
rich benefit from her example, ho rejoiced that 
he had trained her youth to the practice of 
these virtues. He rejoiced, that with all a fa- 
ther's proneness to indulge his only daughter 
and with the errors of a still fondly belove< 
wife prompting him to relax his system, he ha 
yet implanted, in early life, a full persuasion ' 
the mind of Caroline, that, as a Christian, 
daughter, and a woman, she must practi 
Self- Denial. 
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